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NEWSLETTER January L976

of tbe RUSSIAN ORTHODOXDepartment of Forelgn Relattons SYNOD OF BISHOPS

OUTSIDE OF RUSSIA

ON EHE PAIH TO A IINIOU (Between the Greek and the Roman Catholic Churoh)

In honor of the 10tb annlvensary of tho Ilft lng of tbo nutual ana-

tbemas of I05l+ by Patr:laroh Atbenagoras and lope PauI VI, the Pope and

Hetropolltan Mll-eton concelebnated ln tho Vatlcan. Tbe pantloulan klnd

of ttccunonlcaln }lass servod was not announced, but lt sone sont of dlvlne

senvloe sLnoe pbotographs show the Hetropol l tan in lessen vegtments;  a

mantle, opitra^bll, and small omophonion, After tbis sorvLoe, Metnopolltart

Xellton deolared tbat the Patrlarch of Constantlnoplo Dlmltrlos had appolnt-

ed a conmlttee of reprosontatlves fron tbo Onthodox Chunohes whlch would

onter lnto nogotlationg ultb Rone on the issuo of unlty. Appanontly, thls

step rras prepaned fo:r by a oonferenco of Ortbod'ox and CathoLlos Ln Vlenna,

held ln the srrmer of  1975. In the cathol lc pness, thLs confenence was

negarded as a great step forward towands unlon. -{fter l ' letropolltan

t{el l tonrs dcslarat ton,  the Pope unerpootedly bowed to tho ground and

klesed the Metnopo]- l tanrs foot .  Tbls gesture provoked a sengat lon.  Tbe

Pope looked very bappyr enthuslastlcally pnodlotlng thatr ln the not too

dlstant futune, both Chunobes would sorvo the Lltu:rgy togetber. He sald

that tbe Bouan Cathollo and Ortbodor Cburcbes have already sntored lnto

guob deep oo"'otuttlon that very llttle remalns to nevent a conoelebnation

of tho Dlvlne Euabarlst. Ho also sald tbat he higNy valuoo Congtantlnoplot;

lnltiative and rrdeolared tbat we are pnedlsposed to do the same on ou-r' Partr

to move frgtbcr towards full, oo@r:nlonrr. Tbls so-aaIled new unlon, wbloh

would opllt tbe Onttrodor rorld, ls non alr lmpendlng poeslbillty.

TEE CHgltCH OF ALE)(ANDRTA IN AI'IESICA - Untll. now an agneement exlsted be-

tyeen tJre Eastcrn Patrlarotrs, thet all the Ortbodox Greeke ln North Amenlca

would bo wrder tbe Junlsdlotlon of Constantlnoplo only. That ls rhy the

appolntanent of tJre Blshop of ALexandnla to Nortb America by Patrlalcb

il lohol.as cvokcd ao utroh suirpnlse. Arohblshop lakovos l-ruledlately pnotested

sSal'p1,y agalnst thts act. The newspapor rrThe He1lenlo Chnonloletr of Deoon-

ben [thr l975t lnforns us tbat ttre Gneek Mlnlstry of Fonelgn Affalns ls

taklng neasutioo to etop tbls aotl.on. In the necent past, undon Patrlal 'ob

Melltoe, the Chu:roh of Alexandrla had Lts orn Exarohate ln Amorloa, but

slnce his death, no one has as yet f l l led his post.
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TIIE CHIfRCH 0F ALEXANDRIA AilD 0R3H0D0X SERBS - Anothor unexpooted act of the

Patnlanch of Alexandnla was the aooeptanoe unden hls pnotectJ.on, of tho

Dlocsse of  the deposed Blshop Dlonyslus,  at  present headed by Bishop Ir lney.

fhlg group pnesently has at Lts head Blshop Inlney, who was or"dalned by the

autooephaLous Uknainlan Bishops Gregony and Gennadyl, who are reoognlzed

nelthen by our Synod of Blshops non by tbe Ssnblan Chunoh, as Blshops wlth

Oodrs gna,ce. Tbe quest lon of  the poselbl l l ty  of  a pet l t lon by Bishop

Ir lney for  unl ty on of  b1e r .ecognl t lon,  being neoelved by tho Russlar.

Cburcb gutslde of  Russi .a,  was connected wlth the pnobablo necesol ty of

he now ordlnat lon.  f ,oweven, tho Synod of  Blshops iesued a declanat lon of

non-lnvolvement ln tho lntennal affalrs of the Serblan Churcb,. The Patrlarc

of  Alexandr: la Nlcholas has now recalved BLsbop Ir lney lnto hls Jur lsdict lona
protect lon and bas sent Blshop Pheokl l tosos, bls representat lve,  to dol lver

to Blshop l r lney,  Ln edlct ,  on Decembe:r  12th,  L975t aoceptJ.ng hin and hls

oburcbes gnden the protoct lon of  thre Church of  Aloxandnla.  We expect that

tbe Serblan Patnlarch w111 not renaln lndl f ferent to such an act ion.

ORTHODOXY IN AFRICA - The Patnlarchate of Alexandrla, betng ln chargo of

the nlsglon ln Afr lca,  b.as opened fou:p Eplscopates ther"e,  to wblch Negroes

have been appolntcd.  Tbere Is a danger that  gnowlng black nat lonal lsm and

tb,e lngufflclently lnplanted Orthodory of tho newlJr convented Afnlc&not

nay lead the lat ten to ger lous temptat ions,  ospoclal ly Ls a resul t  of  the

altlf lolally inflanod chauvlnlsm of the black nace.

A COI{FERENCE OF T}18 WORTD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES IN NAIROBT- An Assembly of

thc Wonld Corrncll of Churobeg took placo 1n NalrobL, Kenya. Thle place

uas choson to show eounenloal lnterest J.n Afnloa, thus oupportlng tho

Coununlst slogans about ooloniallsn and glvlng a nell.gious tone to Com-

nrrnist propaganda. The Conferenoe nas opened at the end of Novomber and

laeted L8 daye. Repreoontat lves of  tho so-caLLed tr lh i rd Wonldrr ,  the Soc-

lallst olengy, under lnfluenco of the Moscow Patrlanchate, suoeeeded ln

paeslng gneaten ooncentratlon of pollt lcal and gooial pnognans than €ver

befone. Observeng have notod a centeln s lml lar l ty to what ocouns 1n tbe

Unltod l{atlons, whenc multltudlnous repr6sentatlvee of newly-for"ned

goyernments, forned out of forner colonios, acqulro a dlsproportlonately

large lnfl.uonoe. After tho Assembly held in ].958, the Wonld oorrrrcll of

Churches spent 1.5 nllLlon dollars suppontlng tbe rrl lbenationtt movemonts

ln Afrloa, iaoludlng ternonlst movomeDts. The maln neport on those quest-

lons rras made by Prlso Mlnlster of Janalca, U. Manl.ey, wbo callod for a
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nwonkers donocraoyrt to noplaoe capltallon. rrlf oapltallsn is a woapon

wbloh ralsed man to a now level. of economloal and teohnlsaL pnogrese,"

he oald, rrlt was glmultanoousJ.y the gr.aveyard of ltg noral purity.rl

Tble and otber oalLs fon an rrantLoapttaList theologyrr dlstunbod nany

westem delegates, If not fron a pnlnclpl.ed polnt of vlew, then by the

oonsldoratlon tbat the trend towards Sooialisn eould noflect negatlvely

upon tbe donatlons fnom Westenn Pnotestants, who ooven the Ll-onts sbar"s

of the budget (thnee nll l lon dollars annually). fhe eppearanoe of tbe
. pro-Cornnunlsts lras so lmpresslve, that a group of Aagllcan and Western

delegateg denonstratlvely walked out of ons of tbe meetLngs of the Com-
mLttoe. Angllcan Blshop Gnaham Leona:rd, expnessed that, rrapparently thero

exlsts suoh wrcontrollable utoplanlsm l-n the Councll of Cb.urches, that

lts goal 1s that all the exlstlng structu:res should bs reJected and destroy-

ed Ln onder to oneate Godrs k lngdon on oantb.rr  Howevon, theno wore also

stateuents by oonsor:vat lve Protestants and several  0r tbodox delegatos,  ob-

Jectlng to tJro revolutlonary aotlvlty of th.e Councll of Churcb,es and the

use of foroe as a ns&ns of attelnlng soctal shrsn86. tbeso statonoats, and

the leotu:re of tbe Genenal-t""3sy of tbe Counell of Chunohos, Potten, who,

in splte of hls orra leftlen, trlcd to aomewhat soften the J,mpresslon

oneated by the pollt lcal. dlnootlon of the Councll. Ee did not change any-

thlng, aLthougb the exohange of oplnlon often reached a Level of sbanpness

unuguaL for tbe CounclL of Chu:rohes. An attompt by sevoral Amenloan delo-

gates to hlnder the eleotlon of l letropol.ltan Nlkodl-u to tbo post of one of

Chalmanshlps of tbe Counoll of Cbu:rches, was unsuecessful.

The at tenpt to move the Counci l  of  Churches towands a decls ive nesolu-

tlon agalnst thc penseautlon of tbe Falth ln the USSR had somewhat of a

Buocoss at  f lnst .  The let ter  of  Father GIeb Yakunln and Regelson, asklng

fon suoh a declarat lon,  was pnlnted ln looal  papers and pnoduced a great

lmpneselon on many delegatee. Metnopol l tan Nlkodlm tbe Bapt lsts fnom the

USSR deolelvely 'declared that even l f  n lsunderetandings sometlmes anlee

aluong the falthful,wlth tbe Sovlot authorlt ies, thene qan stlI l  be no men-

t ion made of  pensecr i t lon.  The reprosentat ives of  the ! , [oecov Patr larshato

tnled to blacken Fatber GIeb Yakunln and Regelso4, Metnopolltan Yuvenaly

declaned that l f  tbe laws of  nel lg ion sbould be vlolatod sometlnes, on one
gido or the othcr,  these lnstanoes are declded by the Councl l  on Church

Relat tons ln 9the moet benevolont mannor.n A slnl lan declanat lon was also

wrl t ten by foun reprosentat lves of  Russlan napttsts.  Tbe Assombly had ln-

tended to pass a statemcnt cxpnesslng great anxlety concenning tho tt l lmlta-
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tlon of rellgtous fnoedonrt ln the USSR. But although lt rlas supponted by
I'n enormouo naJorlty, it was set aslde on the technical basls that no ne-
eolutlon was prevloualy pnoposed and no vote taken about tbe endlng of
the dlsouoeloa. The matter was handod to a Cornnltteo and, as a result, a

n11d genona1 statemont wag acoopted about the nooesslty fon rell.glous
freedon, wlthout naning tho oountrry wher.e lt was violated.

Durlng the dLscusslon, an Eplscopal. pr.lest fnom Sootland, Rlchand
Eollonay, supportlng the flnst resolutlon sald: ttf have notlced that there
ls an unnrltten law ln the World Councll of Churches, accondlng to whlch
the USSR nay novon be publlc1y aocused. n Accondtng to sone tnforuatlon,
Sovlet  nepnesentat lvss thneatoned to walk out of  the Assenbly l f  the re-
golutlon proposcd ffu'st should be accepted. The tnlumph of the Moscow
nepreschtat lves at  thc Conforonce was alneady obvlous whon Hetropol l tan
Nlkodls was oleoted as one of  the Pr"osldents of  the WorLd Councl l  of
Churohes. An at tenpt to avcrt  th ls was unsuccossful .  AI l  the pol l t loal

neeoLutlons condennlng capltallon, 1mper1a1sm, oolonlalisn, raolsm and
Mllltanlsmr wero acoopted. Only on the questlon of ondaining womon dld
thc Onthodor d,elegates declare a oategorlsal dlsagneoment wlth the
maJonlty.

AN BCITMENICAL PRAYER IN BRAZfL FOR A DEA:D_JEW - Archblsbop Cardlnal Evarlsto
Arne of Sao Paolo perforued Fn eoumonlcaL comtemonatlve senvlce fon VIadl-mlr
Genzog, a looaL Jewlsh Journalist. The servtce uas penfonned by the Car-
dlnal wlth the particlpatlon of two Rabblg ar,rd a Pnotestant paston.

Accordlng to Brazll, lan authonitJ.es, Gerzog dled Ln prlson, wb,ene he ow.ltte
eulolde. Hc Has ooagidened a po1ltloal crl-mLnal becauso of hls extneme Left
oonvlottons. Thus, the ser.vlce ln his memotT was acoepted by Leftlst clrole
as a pol l t loaI  demonstnat lon and at tnaoted many poople.  Tbo Candinal ,  ln
bie speeoh, obllquelJr aocused the govonnmont of murder. ln tbe death of
VIadt^nln Genzog.

0N ALLOWING WOMEN T0 BNTER THE CLER0Y - At a meotLng of nepregontatlves of

Ronan Cathollos and Anglloang ln Washlngton, as the Natlonal Cathollo Ro-
ponten of Nov. 14th, L975 lnforas us, theologlans of both falthe neoognlzod

tbat evon l:f tbe Anglloana sbould allow women lnto the olengy, thls sltua-

tlon would not stop the wonk of unlting both ohurches. Thls waa reoognlzed

one neek before Canadian Anglican Bishbpa declded with a great maJorlty, to

allow women to enten thc olergy aften Nov. lst, L976, The Catbollo hler-

archy ls stlU against thls r.eforn, but the questlon ls dlscugsed Ln tbe

C u t h o l . 1 o  p r e s s .
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Jugt as ulth thc BplscoparLans, pubrlo oplnron io graduarly prepa:rlngtheu fon a dcclsl0n on thls questlon. 
-roo 

example, dunlng Nov. rg75,watbol lce held a ooafenenoe tn Detnol t ,  dodloated to th le quest ion.  r twaE ettended by l2OO peopJ.e, aeong rrhom was a Lange nurben of nuns. fnaddl t lon thcne roro up to 100 cathor- io pr lests,  severar nepnesont{ng so&-lnarlos' ar' the catborlc Blrh;;; iJ'*"o:.oa lrene invlted but only rwowero pneoent as gueat-obsenvens. The conforence lasted.t . . . ro deys. Tho Nor*Yonk llncs of Dcor lot, Lg75 w,nttes: "Arthough no one is vtoluty hoptng f onqulck trl,nphsr tJre genenal J-upresslon, aften th'ee days of reponte anddl'eoueelorls' waa tbat the begtnnlng of a &ovement b,as been ostabllshed,.r,"/tth tbe accoptaooe of thls tendonoy by the lnnovatons of alr falths,Pnof' Rolter sald that "fhe basie fon not allowing ironen lnto chu:rch loaden_shlp exlgted ln tlre patnlanchal soclety, whlch strlctly exclu.od women fnomrnofceelonal  eoolal  l t fo and'  Just l f led th ls wl th an ldeology of  a congeal ta l-es 'er  posl t lon of  woEon'  t '  There Has a phenomanon ln Bnussesl ,  August L9T5tthloh rras €ven more radloal than fo O"Joolt. Thero in a Jesult capella,tas held a servloe of qutual oomnunlon d,unlng the l ltungy, whloh was pen-orted by a wonan-Paston of  thc Luthenan church ln cambnldge, M&88.,  asslst_by a cathollo la;moman and a nun, wlth two cathollo pnleots and a aa:rrledethollo Deaoon serving nlth her. Tbe senvice was onganizod by a catb.ollcnganlzatlon oalled t 'Pro vltan, the i{orld councrr or cuurohes, the Luthenanrlvensal Federatlon and thr.ee other catholl0 0nganlzatl0us.

_ .i{hen 
Father. Dlnltry Dud.ko aoved,r  Dec'  21st '  to a church outslde of  Hoscow, 1n the vl l lage of  Kabanovkaran 0nehovo-Znovka'  to penform a Dlv lne senvloo, the erden of  the cburchrcla:red that he could not alLow hlm to serve bocauso the RArsp.I,K had on-' red hlu to dlssolve the contnact,  Fathen Dlnl t ry demanded a wnl t tonnf*natton of thls onden fnon the ohursh elden but wae denled,. Fathenmlt'y was glven an onder to appear at the G.RrspoLK, but &s thls wa' alsone venbal ly,  Father Dlnl tny d1d not consrden hlnscl f  obl igated to go. rn_ruatlon about furthen a"u"top.ents ln connection wrrr thls neu persecutlonFather Dlnttny Dudko ls not yet avallable. The abovo infornratlon was ne_lvsd frou l loscow by N. r .  Tetenoff ,  a fornen splnl tual  chlrd of  Fathorat tny,  now l lv lng in the U.S.A.


