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Dear Readers.
With this year we compieie 10 years since the appearance of the firsi issue of ihe Russian ianouage version of

"Church News". lt is only with the help of God and the support of our generous reacjers that this publication eould
continue to exist so long. We greatiy hope ihat in the future our readers wiil support us as devotedly. We ask you to
keep in mind that, in addition to the mailing and copying costs, we must needs maintain many subscriptions to various
periodicals.

In the enclosed envelope with our return address we request that all our readers make an annual contribution to
the publishers and that those who no longer are interested in receiving our periodicai inform us of this in order to keep
unnecessary costs down.

With all our thanks to all our readers who have supported our publication for so long.

CHURCH NEWS
639 Center Street
Oradell. NJ 07679
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NATIVITY EPISTLE OF THE FIRST HIERARCH OF THE ROCA, I!4ETF.. VITALY {OfficialTranslation)

Christ is born. giorify Him!
Beioved chiidren of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroacj in ihe diaspora and ihroughout ihe breadth of the

Russian land.

The essence of this great feast of the Nativity of Christ is revealed to us beginning vrith the very first words cf the
rnain hyi'nns - the tfoparion and kontakion of ihe feast The God-ttlan, the God who is before all eternity, is born
miraculously from the Ever-Vlrgin Mary. This is an event far greater than every other event that has occurrecj in heaven
or on earih. Our Lorcj Jesus Christ is the most perfect man and God, and in a unfaihomabie way He uniies the Divine
and human in Himseif ,  as the Church teaches. "wrthout berng mrngled without change, indivis ibiy and inseparably,"  in
the words of the officiai pronouncement, or oros, of the foui'th Ecumenical Council held at Chalcedon. And Our Lord
Jesus Christ ,  the God-Man, establ ished His Church whrch rs both Divine and human, in His own image end l ikeness.
Containtng the human and the Divine withrn Hrmself  in the utmost perfect ion. our Lord Jesus Christ  also manifests within
Himself  this unshakable, invrncible, Holy One and unique Apostol ic Church Al i  of  us, fai thful  chi ldren of this Church of
Christ. admit that we are sinful, weak, rnfirm and at trmes even corrupt peopte concerning which there is not the slightest
cioubt

But we are faced with the ultimate task which rs to take thrs rlnhappy. darrraged human nature of ours, both body
and soui,  and with the help of Cur Saviour,  over the course of th,s shor-1 earlhly i i fe to ihe extent i t  is possible for each of
us, to make i t  div ine. Nc cne should be shccked by the subl i rne nature and greatness of our cal l ing. The Lord wishes to
raise us up to be the ver),  sumrnit  of  al l  Hrs creatron Thrs is what the holy K.rng and Prophet David is saying to us when
h e e x c l a i m s :  " l  s a i d  Y e a r e g o d s  a n d a i i  o i y o u s o n s o f  t h e M o s t H r g n  { p s  B i  6 )

For ihis.  whtch ts our most rmportant earthiy actrvrty the Lord has ief t  us His Gospei Bui i f  the Lord had lef t  us
oniy His Gospei we wouid be horrr f ied and confused. because rn our weakness we wouid become completeiy
dtscouraged in the face of such holy ideals Howevei '  the Lord has creaied His Chui"ch and Himseif  saves each one of
r  rc harninn 'c +n imnrsJ'pent in our l rves the words of thrs holy bock of Glad Trdlngs As r, ,e apprcach the Chalrce. we are
seized with sacred fear as we think that we are receiving communion of the Holy Body and Blood of Christ we are
beeoming of one kinship with Christ, as St. Paul says, "Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but
dweliers together with the saints and intimate friends of God" (Eph. 1 1 : 19).

This, beloveci brothers and sisters, is the true meaning ancj aim of our earthly iife, and this is what this great
festival of the Nativity of Christ teaches us. Never lose sight with your spiritual eyes of this guiding star. which onee ied
the Magi to Christ's manger. and now also leads us to Christ, oui Saviour. Amen.

Metropolitan Vitaly
Nativity of Christ, 1997198

CHRISTMAS EPISTLE OF VALENTIN. ARCHBISHOP CF SUZDAL AND VLADIMIR
"To ali believers of ihe Russian Orthociox Church.
"Great is the mystery of godiiness. God was manifest in tlre fiesh, jusiified in the spirit,

seen of angeis preached unto the Genti ies belreved on in the world."  ( '1 Tinr 3 16)
lVhile;oyfully celebrating the Nativity of Christ, vre try to preserve in our Orthodox faith the mosi glorious miracle,

which does not decay in the womb the Word incarnate, not separated frorn the Father, Whonn the Angels extol urith the
shepherds as we together with them cail out "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace good urill toward men "

The holy Orthodox Church solemnly celebrates the Nativity of the Child God Chr"ist manifesting the dogmatic
truth of Orthodoxy, preaches the unshakability of the Apostolic canons and the decrees of the Holy Fathers and thus
edifies each Orthodox Christian"

Although the year 1997 was a year of shocks and temptaiions. which brought fonh countiess troubles and ruined
hopes, let us not despair nor murmur over our bad fortune, but let us as often as possible elevate our gaze toward the
heights and try to be worthy of the Lord's mercy and goodness. Let us pray Chrrst that the coming year will be a year rich
in the goodness and mercy of God.

In 1997 the ill-omeneC law was passed which disgraces the State Duma and brings ridicule to all Russia's
citizens, who, deprived themselves of everything to save their pennies in or"der to restore the churches destroyed by the
Godless

The ink on the pages of the Law on "Freedom of Conscience" was noi dry when ihe Moscow Patriarchate siarted
to claim ehurches which had never belonged to her, as for example in the village of Pavlovskoye (in Vladimir Region), the
city of Zheleznovodsk (in Stavropol Region). the city of Votkinsk iUdmurtia). during the night, like robbers, they took
away in handcuffs the rector of a church in the city of Noginsk. Moscow Region. They even got as far as the Holy Land,
where with the help of Palestinian soldiers they stole the monastery of Abraham's Oak, which belongs to the Russian
Ot-thodox Church Abroad, and roughly dragged the Abbess Juliana and her nuns over the gr"ound.
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As Herodias raged possessed, so now rages possessed the offspring of the godless tyrant, the Moscow
Patriarchate, which throughout her S4-year existence destroyed the canonrcal order of the Russian Church, slandered
the Holy New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia, raised a "new generation of clergy" who not out of fear, but willingly
served the godless. The archpastors of the Moscow Patriarchate, as weil as many pastors even now teach one to lie in
name of the Church. The way of accommodation and service to the powerfui in this worlcj led the Moscow Pairiarchate to
monstrous results" Behind the backs of the faithful there is being prepared a fuil scaie and quite biatant mingling of the
Moscow Patriarchate with Roman Catholicism in the rrver bed of the so-called Balamand Union. With such
"achievemenls", the Moscow Patriarchate long ago lost the right to call herself an Crthodox Church, all the more stnce
she cynically considers her self-appointed efforts to pass herself cff as the ccntinuaticn and the legal heir of the pre-
revolutionary Russian Orthodox Church.

During Soviet times. depnved of the possibility of a legal existence, the Russran Orthodox Church suffered the
loss of many miilions of victims at the hands of traitors and apostates, who in 1943 gave birth to the Moscow
Patriarchate

Bleedtng and persecuted by atheists and false brothers, ihe Russian Orthodox Church preserved her faithfulness
to Christ and her Orthodoxy unharmed by going into the catacombs Only with beginning of perestroika and the fall of
the totalitarian regime. did it become possible to legalize the true Church in Russia, which is now once again in danger of
prohibition and illegality as a result of the Law on "Freedom of Conscience".

Beloved in the Lord, fathers, brethren and sistersl In these terrible, and possibiy last days. I call upon you for the
strictest of watchfullness. "Watch therefore, that you walk circumspectly..." [Eph 5.15]. May steadiness in the Orthodox
falth remain with yott foreverl Stay faithful to the legacy of the holy Fathers and Teachers of the Church, and may they,
iike a shining star, be always with you. I ptead with you to redoubie your prayers to the Christ Child and ask Him for the
gift of iove and mercy. ihe gift of patience and compassion without which there is no our salvation.

I greet you on the occasion of Christ's Nativity and the New Year. calling upon you the Lord's blessing and may it
abide wiih you thi'ough all the days of your iife. Amen

Zealous for your salvat icn. VALENTIN, Archbishop of Suzdal and Vladimrr
Christmas 1997-98; city, si Suzdal

ON THE 4OTH DAY AFTER THE REPOSE OF MONK JOSE THE CUSTODIAN OF THE MYRRH-STREAMING IVERON
rcoN

Because the custodian of the myrrh-streaming lveron icon Jose was murdered on the nrght of 30-31st of October.
there has been debate about the actual date of his repose ln some places memorial services were held on December B,
but at the grave of the reposed there were two pannrkhidas on the 8th and the 9th of December Father Alexander
lwaszewicz, who was the last to see Jose al ive thinks he was murdered on October 31st.  a day when the ent ire US
celebrates the profane day of "Hal loween' whrch rn spi te of the opposit ion of Roman Catholrcrsm was turned into a
pagan holtday to the impure sprnts One of the memorial  services on Jose's grave was served rn Spanrsh

Since the appearance of the myrrh-streaming lcon. Jose, as he himself  admii teci  became a target of hatred. He
received so many threatening cai ls that he made use of modern conveniences and obtained an answering machine.

Nor did he escape expressions of malice and slander after his repose For example, our editors have received
copies of two let ters.  one addressed io lv letropol i ian Vitaly (designated "highly confrdenrrai")  s igned by Metropol i tan
Cyprian of Oropos and Fili and ancther (also with the designation "confldentiai"). signed by Brshop Ambrose, of the very
same group.

The letter of Metropolitan Cyprran rs dated Oct. 21lNov. 3rd. He does not mince words in order to discredit the
good name of a person brutally tortured and killed just three days previously, and he "would also strongly recommend
that the Russian Church Abroad does not intervene as a Church, bul rather that some lay-person (if you so judge) should
claim the body and arrange for the burral in a place you deem fit."

The letter of Bishop Ambrose to Bishop Gabriel, is not of any better qualrty than that of his chief-hierarch. This
hierarch in a letter, dated Nov. 11th even casts a shadow on the name of Fr Alexander lwaszewicz. whom he believes is
from Chile rather than Argentina. He writes "Their paths [meaning of Jose and Fr Alexander] had separated by the time
the crime occurred. lt is therefore to be supposed that the poiice know the name of Fr. Alexander, and he should be
warned that they are quite possibly looking for him in connection with thrs business.... Naturally, he might be able to
throw some light on this murky affair."

The malice of the Cyprianites for manyred Jose is easily expiained. They pressured Metropolitan Vitaly to
demand that Jose bring the lcon to Cyprian. but Jose categoricaliy refused to follow the Metropolitan's order.

Regarding the Myrrh-streaming lcon, it is stil l not known exactly where it is, although a number of facts indicaie it
is in the care of ihe administrator of Jose's will.
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EXCERPTS FROM THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE ROCA, ' 'CHURCH LIFE' '

The magazine "Church Life" # 3-4 for May-August. 1997, mailed out to subscribers in mid-December only,
published some resolutions of the session of the Synod of Bishops of the ROCA on April 30/May 13th. The participants
were. President, Metropolitan Vitaly; Anthony, Archbp. of West-America and San Francisco: Laurus. Archbp. of Syracuse
and Trinity; Mark, Archbp. of Berlin and Germany, Barnabas. tsp. of Cannes: Gabriei, Bp. of Manhattan and Michael, tsp.
of Toronto.

Among various matters. there was heard a wi-ii ien repori fi-om the Chief of the Ecclesiastical Mtssion in
J e r u s a l e m , A r c h i m . B a r t h o l o m e w r e g a r d i n g t h e r e p a i r " c f t h e w a l l  o f l \ 4 t . c f O l i v e s C o n v e n t a n d t h e n :  " d e l i b e r a t e d
regarding the arrival in Jerusalem of Fatr"iarch Alexls with bishops and clergy of hrs retinue to celebrate the 150th
anniversary of the Mission. Through the chief of their Mission they unofficially requested permrssion to venerate the relics
of New Martyrs Elisabeth and Barbara and aiso serve a memorial service at the grave of Archim Antonin Kapustin on the
Mt .  O l ives .  Thede legat ionwi i la r r i vedur ing  Pentecos t .  1997 Af te rcons ider inga l lpo in tso f  v iew.  i twasreso lved:

"1) To instruct His Grace Bishop Barnabas to go to Jerusalem before the hoiiday of Pentecost. to contact there
the Chief of the Mission Fr. Archimandrite Bartholonrew and Abbesses Juliana and Anna and to work out pians for
receiving the above mentioned delegatron fi 'om Russra As the delegation headed by Patriarch Alexis will be guests of
the Patriarch of Jerusalem, Diodoros, therefore to contact the Patriarch of Jerusalem and inform him in detail of the
measures which will be taken in connection with arrival of the delegation from Russia.

"2) Commission His Grace Bishop Barnabas to take care that the reception will proceed peacefully, without any
interference.

"3) After church to offer the vrsitors a cup of tea
"To issue an ukaz to thrs effect to His Grace Bishop Barnabas, and Chief of the ivlission Archim. Bartholomew to

ful f i l lwhatever needs io be cai"r ied out "
COM['"4ENT lt is interestrnE that not one of all the members of the Synod noticed that the fu{oscow Patriarchate is

blatantly lying vrhen referrrng to the '150th annrversary of Mission. The centennial cf the Missicn was officially celebrated
i n l 9 5 S a n d w a s l e a d b y A r c h b i s h o p A l e x a n d e r o f B e r l r n i n t h e p r e s e n c e o f a n u r n b e r o f l o c a l  o f , r i c i a l s .  I n a n o t h e r " w o r d s ,
the Moscow Patrrarchate invented thrs ' lubr lee'at the'139th year and rushed to celebrate i t  a whole 11 years ahead of
t ime!

"On the same date h e a r d A verbal report of Bishop Michael about positive and negative phenomena in the
MP Much ts published about the so-called renaissance in Russia. Initially there was an interest among Russian peopie
for the faith. but now it has already cooled down While visiting Russia, Bishop Michael tried to visit churches and sacred
places and. unfortunately, in the churches of Moscow Patriarchate there is no sense of normal parish life; various people
come. light a candle and leave When questioning young people: if they pray for the sins of iheir parents who permitted
ihe murder of the Tsar and the destruction of the country the MP clergy became angered and would not answer such
questions. In monasteries even large ones -- there is no sense of monastic iife. The episcopate of the MP does not
protest in the name of the Church agarnst abortrons and so on. The MP does not lead this sprrr tual  rebrrth They have
just an appearance of services, the churches are being restored and so forth, but ihere is no Cnurch taking care of the
flock, therefore peopie seek somethrng eise turning to sects or are lost.

"ln deliberaiing this matter ali the members of Synod participated. lt was noied that we always awaited
repentance from the MP, the glorifrcation of the New Martyrs. departure from the !4/CC aii of whrch we have put in
writing Sorne bishops of the MP have declared their repentance and have written about it They are supposedly
preparing for the glorification of the New Martyrs. but they act cir"cumspectly,. But the rnalor obstacle is Ecumenism in
which the MP ts becoming more and more deeply immersed. lt is also noticeable that rn Russia opposition is growing
tsward the episcopate among the clergy and laity; both clergy and laity rvrite about it ln connection with this it is
necessary to supply the believers with information. lt is a must to help them get out of thrs difficult situation, and this
takes time.

"On the same date h e a r d: a verbal report of Archbishop Mark regarding the real estate of the German
Diocese. Russia is maktng an effort to have the pre-revolutionary property in Western countries returned. Two months
ago Yeltsin was in Baden-Baden and met with the Chancellor Kohl Articles appeared in the press that the Russian
government will demand the return to Russia of all old churches and that creaied concern in the diocese. lt is not known
what the German answer was. Yet, there are treasures in Russia, which were taken after the war from Berlin, from Berlin
museums, to Russia and so the question of an exchange arises: the Russians will return German treasures and the
Germans would return to Russia its churches and properties abroaci. Yet, as is known from the press by now, the
Russian parliament refused such an offer -- to return io Germany her properties taken during the war Therefore, there is
no danger anything wi i l  happen."
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A LETTER FRCM THE CLERGY OF \^/ESTERN EUROPE TO METROPOLITAN VITALY AND MEMBERS OF THE
SYNOD OF THE ROCA

Your Emrnences, Your Eminence Vladyko Vitaly, Venerable Bishops, members of the Synod of Bishops of the
ROCA:

The undersigned ioyal clergymen of the ROCA address the rneeting of the Synod with the foilowing troubied
thoughts in connection with events which have receniiy occuri'ed in the life of the Russian Church in the homeland and
diaspora.

Fcllowing the recent impcrtant events in Jerusalern there is a noticeable taking of libefties in cornmunications of
nuns of our convents with nuns in Gorny Convent. Such 'frafernizatian" will lead we believe. to a gradual loss of a
consciousness of those principles which were the foundation over the last 70 years of the well-defined position of our
Church toward the Moscow Patriarchate and the loss of thrs consciousness is the first step toward an imperceptible.
but reai, slippage and negation of the iimit which we have farthfully preserveci until now

This confronts all of us direcily with a cardrnai question is this really the time for a possible. or inevitable,
rapprochement or even blending with the Moscow Patr iarchate ancj this means: HAVE ALL THiNGS CHANGED lN THIS
h F A  Ai.(tUAHU WHiUFt SU FAR WE COULD NOT RECONCILE WITH OUR ECCLESIASTICAL CONSCIENCE?

l-et us examine this point by point:
1) In the matter of the glorification cf ihe holy New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia, not only has the Moscow

Patriarchate nol made one step that wculd ;"econcile her views with ours, but on the contrary, she has departed further
from them by her recent blasphemous statement that all those holy Martyrs were outside the borders of the Church Has
not the Moscow Patriarchate with this renounced these lights of her own Russian church, the 'flower-q of the Russran
spiritual meadaw..." [There is a play here on tne words cvetochei(lighis) anatsvetov (fiowers).] This proves that she is
not genuineiy the Russian Church. not the Church of our hoiy Russian New fulartyrs and Confessors.

2) ln the matter of Ecumerrism. the Moscow Patrrarchate contintres to behave unworthily of Holy Orthodoxy and
in general oversteps the boundaries of Chi-istianriy

3) The spir i tual  i l lness of "SERGIANISM manrfests r tsel f  no less than previously:  the subordinat ion of the Church
tc secular go'rernmental pov,,ers, a sprrrt cf bureaucracy and car"eerism by a majority of ciergy (especially those cf high
rank), carelessness in observing the canons of the Orthodox Church, permission to cremate and other defects, are
characteristie everywhere,

4) A mai ic ious struggle by the Moscow Patrrarchate for our parishes in the homeland and diaspora being carrred
out in a cr iminal manner,  i f  not s impty a mafioso styte

5) New measures to garner mater ial  funds by receiving high interest f rom the saie of c igarettes and alcohol l ! i
From this brief descriptiotr of the characteristrcs of the Moscow Patriarchate it is obvious that the situaiion not

only has in essence not changed for the better but has even worsened.
One should not forget io keep rn mind that besides al l  th is,  the fundamentai  posrt ior"r  of  the ROCA was based

and wel l  founded on the premrse that begrnnrng wrth Patr iarch Sergius, the MP is uncanonical
It is with concern that we ask ourselves what kind of rapprochement can there be and in the name of what?
We earnestly address you our venerable Hierarchs. the members of the SynoO wrth a nearlfelt petrtion to take

the measures necessary io prevent any "libenies" and superiicraiity, which ihreaien us wjrh very gravid consequences,
and that those who or iginateci  them would give a ful l  expianat ion

We dai 'e to express to you our fai th in your wisdom, and our fai th in the provident ial  direci ion of the Aimighiy in
your decisions.

Let us always remember that the thus far unshakable stand for God s Truth and fcr the purity cf the traditions cf
the Russian Church by the ROCA was considered a mission laid by God's Providence upon our Church and was a
bulwark and buttress for ihe ever increasing number of soundly thinking Russians in our homeiand, for whom a change
in our position will be treason and ruin, for which our consciences will be held accountable.

And they do suffer there; they are even krlled. They are CONFESSORS and we are namely WITH THEM, and
NOT with the false leadership of the Patriarchate. who's policies are far from those of the Church.

Your Emrnences humble servants.
Bishop Barnabas
Archpriest Michel de Castelbajac
Archpriest Paul Puarie
Archpriest Radu Apostolescu
Archpriest Constantin Fedorov
Archpriest Bozidar Patronogic
Archpriest N icholas Soldaienkoff
Archpriest Benjam in Joi.rkoff

October 4117,1997

Archpriest Michei Goudkoff
Pr^iest Christo Petko
Priest Nichclas Semenoff
Priest Quentin Ce Castelbajac
Priest Nikolas Apostolescu
Protodeacon Serge Vsevolozhsky
Protodeacon Germain lvanoff-Trinadzatv
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FROM LIFE OF THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX FREE CHURCH

Our editorial office received a copy of a report made by a representative of Reuters news agency, Adam Tanner,
which was transmitted on the internet. Tanner at the end of iast summer visited Suzdal and interviewed Archbishop
Valentin. The information was posted by "zhiwriter" with ihe subject heading "What Does ihe Press Write about Russia",
and then follows a headline in bold print "Russian Bishop, a Rebei Among Rebels. Against Orthodoxy."

Tanner reiates ihat "From a garret above a picturesque church. . in Suzdal, Bishop Valentin commands a rebel
empire vigorously challenging the auihority of the Moscow-based Oi'thodox Church."

As Archbishop Valentin satd 'The ltvlcsccw Patriarchate is not involved in the rebirth of Russia and Orlhodoxy.
They just want to open up businesses, sell alcohol, trade oil, and deal in another tterns "

It seems, that this journalrst rs not sympathetic wrth Ar"chbishop Valentin (in any case. as can be seen from the
headline of his story. he has little understanding of Church matters) but stil i recognizes that some 100 parishes,
scattefed between Siberia and South Russia. indeed follow him As Tanner sayrs. "T;l" 58 year old Valentin has mounted
the most farmidable challenge rnside Russia to the Moscow based Orthodox Church since the collapse of Communism
opened the way for a mass sprritual revival." He aiso informs us based on his intervrew with Archbishop Eulogy
{Moscow Patriarchate) that the latter complains about Archbrshop Valentrn sayrng that "for eight years he has poisoned
his church. Valenttn was nothrng and a nobody in the church but has grven himself  authori ty and a t i t le.  Instead of
serving his church he wants to judge i t ,  which is completely wrong and rn vrolatron of church canons."

Tanner concludes his report  by saying "Valent in 's success in gettrng other congregat ions to join the Church
Abroad posed a serious challenge to the Patriarchate. wnich was damaged by documents" showing its collaboration with
the KGB, scandais wrih duiy-free machinations, cheating, dishonest trade and srorres with several banks. inclucjing even
an i tai ian one. the Banca di  Roma.

CORRESPOI{DENCE EFTWEEN BISHCPS OF THE MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE AND THE LATVIAN FREE CHURCH

The Daugavpils city newspaper "Dinaburg" in ## 332-333 of Novenrber' 11 publrshed a letter of Archbishop
Alexander of the MP to Bishop Viktor of the Russian Orthodox Free Church and hrs answer to it. The letter of the MP
Archbishop is a reaction to an interview which Bishop Viktor gave to radio broadcasters rn Canada. Below, we publish
both of these documents. Both letters are accompanied by photographs of the hrerarchs Bishop Viktor has a nice
broad, thick beard. while Archbishop Alexander has only a mustache and a smali very shorl beard on his chin.

A letter frorn Archbishop Alexancjer:

Brother in Christ ,  Viktor l
We sincerely appeal to you in the hope of reconci l ing you to Holy Chrrst  s Church
The t ime has come to stop the God-opposrng attr tude of your soul Frghtrng agarnst the Church is the path to

perdi t ton. Sadly your sianderoL.rs " iet ters" and your stubborn act iv i t ies unrestrarned by any morals or logic,  are an
obvious test imony io thts Ai l  your powers are ci i rected not constructrveiy out oestructrveiy The godiess Boisheviks
slandered, persecuted and destroyed fbur idrngs of l  the Holy Church. Tociay i t  rs you that does thrs The Church is holy
and blameiess. ai though wtthin her there mrght be sinful  people. But ihe Church in her sacraments is in constant uni ty
with the Heavenly Triumphant Church because the Head of the whole Church is Chrrst And "every branch" that breaks
away frorn the true vine -- Christ's Church -- dries up. Every one who falls away frorn Holy Church -- no matter what he
cal ls hin 'rsel f  -  is spir i tual ly dead and frui t less (Jn. 1 5: 1 .2,4,6).

You cannot create an Orthodox Church, because she is not created by man She is created once and forever
and to the end of the ages. " l  wi l l  bui ld my church; and the gates of hel l  shal l  not prevai l  against i t "  (Mat.  16: 18).  And
this truth is visible even today. Dozens of icons stream myrrh in Hermitage of the Transfiguration of Christ. in a Riga
monastery, in churches of Riga, Elgava. in Borrs and Gleb Cathedral: many hundreds of witnesses have seen all this. ls
this not a proof of the sanctity of our mother Church and the presence in her of plentiful gifts of the Holy Spirit? And you
continue to insult and curse the Holy Church, yet the Lord said that "whosoever speaketh against the Holy Spirit, it shall
not be forgiven him, neither in this world. neither in the world to come." Our Holy Orthodox Church is recognized by all
the Patriarchs and the Local Churches.

Which Local Orthodox Church recognizes you personally?
During the three and a nalf years of your service to the Church you received awards. which are usually given for

15 years of service. Nobody offended you or insulted you. in contradisiinction to what you are doing, and you know this
well. And transfers in the Church always existed and will exist for sake of economia.

But most importantiy, within your tVlother Holy Church you have received a spiiitual birth (a rebirth) through holy
Baptism. The Holy Church is your spiritual mother, within her you have been tonsured and recerved the greai dignity of
criesihooci.
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So what believing person would dare to spit on his mother and throw stones at her? Unfcrtr:nately, you do. And
our Spiritual Mother Holy Church has suffered so much thousands of New Martyrs and Confessors, and destroyed
churches and monasteries. Our Church was totaily oppressed, but she revived and cails you to reconciliation and
repentance. And where are those "churches," which were inspired by the godless government after 1917? Their
memory "shall pass away with a great noise."

Think long and hard Show humrlity and offer the Church your repentance. Be reborn and from Saul become
Paul. The Holy Chui'ch, waiis for you like a child-loving fr4other and the Lord and the Holy Church will pardon you and
will accept you repentance with love

With love in Christ, Alexander, Archbishop of Riga and all Latvia, the Members cf the Synod, ,r 2 signatures.

COMMENTARY: This letter of Ar"chbishop Alexander presents an interesting document. especially near its end.
He quite correctly states that the Church in Russra suffered frsm atheists, speaks of thousands (and they are not
thousands, but hundreds of thousands) of holy New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia, but does not even hint that it is
namely his hierarchy that refuses to glorify them and lust recently declared them to be outside of the Church-l

In asking Bishop Viktor "and where are those'churches' ,  inspired by the godless government after '1917" and
answering that "their memory 'shall pass away with a great noise' " -- Archbishop Alexander presented a splendid proof
of the spiritual vacuum and uncanonicity of the Moscow Patriarchate. The whole world (excluding only the hierarchy of
the MP) knows that none other than he who was "inspired by the godless government". the atherst Stalrn, in 1943
appointed the traitor to the Church Metropolitan Sergius Stragorodsky as Patriarch! One thing is certain their memory
has already started to perish and without doubt. in due trme tt "wrll pass away with a great noise."

The epist le of Brshop Vrktor rn reply

Venerable Archbishop of ihe Moscow Pati' iarchate Alexandei- Kudi"iashevl
ln August 1994 a group of Orthodox believers and clergy, gurded by the 15th canon of the Second Council of

Constantinople, left a jurisdiction under your leadership as heretical and considers this departure to be honorable!
Ten independent Orthodox communities have established a Latvian Orthodox Free Church in accordance with

the indisputably canonical regulation of Patriarch Tikhon from Nov. 20, 1920 # 362.
Abbot Viktor, elevated to the rank of bishop by the hierarchy of the Russian Orthodox Free Church reestablished

Apostoltc succession in Latvia. which had been interrupted since the time of Patriarch Tikhon and Archbishop John
(Pommer)

Previously in 1992-1993 a spir i tual  community of Christ ians who did not agree with youi 'methods of governing
the Church, namely Archimandri te Cyri l  (Bcrodin) rector of Holy Tr ini ty of Zadvinsk Church in Riga. Pr iest-monk
Ambrose. Priest-monk Constantrne lef t  you and establ ished par"rsnes under" the Russran Orthodox Church Abroad:
Assistant Secretary of the Synod Priest V Svrst af ter exi t ing establrshed Greek-Cathol ic par ishes and so on

Al l  of  them, stnce the day of their  departure are In no way dependent on the Moscow Patrrarchate and your
authori ty does not inciucie ihem and ooes not have ecciesiast ical  standrng

In Orthodox jur isdictrons, as with twin-brothers there is one Mother but the body anci l r fe are drf ferent.
ln Germany there are'10 Orthodox jur isdrct ions rn England 15 rn Russra 7 rn lsrael a mult i tude This does not

pi 'event bel ievers from l iv ing in peace and tolerance. As rs sard f i - rendshrp rs frrendshrp. but sei 'vrce is service. Who of
those are more zealous for God has been being prcved for some 2000 years There is plenty of room under heaven.
The Lord has the r ight to judge. not we, hurnan beings burdened by srns The drsrntegrat ion of Church structures as wel l
as of the superstructure of the Russian Orthodox Church the Moscow Patriarchate, whrch was established by the
Bolsheviks in 1943, is quite according to natural law. Everythrng that is not of God rs subject to decay

It is not by acctdent that your clergyman from the Church of the Dormrtron of the Mother of God in Elgava. Abbot
Theophan, remarked. "The myrrh that appears {on icons in your churches) is the grief that comes from not living
according to Christian virtues, but according to materialistic views" (from the newspaper "SM" of June 6, 1997).

Your letter to me is noi the i"esult, I hope, "of great joy." The independent Latvian government gives the Free
Church the opportunity of obtaining the status of a legal entity, accordrng to paragraph 10, part 1, of the Law "on
Religious Organizations" and to be equal vrith you. Protection of the government gives to believers the right not to
violate the 30th Apostolic canon"

With gratification we note your wrllingness to agree to discontrnue a senseless conflrct, which has gone on now
for more than three years, with brothers in the faith ancj your equais in iegai matters.

Sincerely, Viktor, Bishop of Daugavpils and Lat'ria. Head of the Latvian Orthodox Free Chur"ch
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AN INTERESTING STATEMENT

The newspaper"The Jerusalem Post" of Nov. 12, 1997. reported the arrival in lsrael of a well known priest of the
Moscow Patriarchate, Fr. George Edeistern, who is the father of the "Assimrlation Minister" Yuii Edelstein. He came to
participate in a symposium organized by the internationai Jewish organization B'nai B'rith and ihe Konrad Adenauer
Foundation. The theme of this symposium was "The lmpact of Religion at the End of Twentieih Century."

Fr. George Edelstein has a Jewish faiher and Russian mother, and became a Christian together with his wife, a
Jewess, in the 70's. His son apostacized from Orthodoxy. became an obsei'vant Jevy and has achieved a career to the
level of rninister.

While in lsrael, Fr. Edelstein said that his philosophy is that of tolerance and, therefore, he has friends among
Christians, Jews, Muslims and even agnostics. He became especially known for his shar"p and well documented
speeches and writings exposing the crimes of the Moscow Patriarchate. So he did not hesitate to criticize in lsrael as
well. where he said "Our leaders are very corrupt and our brothers from the West heip to corrupt our ieaders by talking
only to them. They never talk to the grass roots level " He also questioned the wide spread impression of the rebirth of
religion after the fall of Communism. stating that at the beginning people went to church, but by now the number is
decreasing.

Everyone who is acquainted with a number of fine statements by Fr George against the corrupt hierarchy of the
Moscow Patriarchate always involuntarily wonders what keeps hrm for so many years in the jurisdiction of this very same
corrupt hierarchy? What prevents hrrn from leaving those whom he conscientrously and openly criticizes? One could
say that previously he had no choice but starttng wttn the mld-80's there were more than enough opportunities for
choice.

THE T'I IOST DIFFiCULT SERMON OF THE YEAR FOR CONTEMPORARY PASTORS

"The New York Tirnes" of Dec 24. published on its front page an extended article entrtled "Pastors Prepare the
Hardest Sermon " This rs referr ing to the sermon for Christ 's Nat iv i ty For this art ic le a reporier talked to rnan!,  pastors.
who gave him their ideas about the greatest holiday of Western Christianity Thus a pastor of 'The Unrted Chur"ch of
Christ" in Hartford said. "l think it is the hardest sermon I have." He has to delrver 3 sermons on Chrrstmas Eve.
According to Pastor Kidd, his church fil ls up with people who are not interested in theological drscussions: after all. they
came just to listen to carolsl Therefore he will talk about how "God has given talents to each person" and sermons
should be as shart as possible.

A Lutheran pastor tn Atlanta plans to speak about "a child" in order to "connect with people's emotions." He will
tell them a story about a boy who walked several miles so he can deliver a gift to his teacher and then. on his way back.
gave his shoes to a poor woman.

A Presbyterian Pastor Shefer in New York said he wrll "choose a story - maybe a classic. or a not well known
Christmas story -- that I think conveys the Gospel " Last year he read a story by an Episcopalian pastor who spoke not
only on Nativrty. bui also Good Friday "lf pastor has any acting taleni at ail, you can do variety of voices That always
amazes kids. and the aduits too

The minister of  a "Chrrstran Church on Park Avenue", Harr is,  dur ing one of his services on Christmas Eve
dressed himself as a shephei'd who stood at the manger The kids loved itl

A Catholic priest rn Nev; York wrll appeal to his parishioners "to believe in Gcd and tc believe rn yourself as
someone loved by God. Every indivrdual person has sornething to bring to rnake the world a better place."

Rev. Rache! Simeon of "United Methodist Church" will talk about light "Right after the last Sunday of Advent. we
start to get incrementaily more light lt frts so nrcely within the Christmas story and tne coming of the light in the religious
sense."

These are just a few examples of thoughts from contemporary clergy of Western "Christianity." lf these are
typical of the beliefs of heretical ministers, what is to be expected from their parishioners?

It is interesting to note that the on day of the celebration of Christ's Nativity these ministers meticulously avoid
mentioning His name in any way,

A ' 'DIALOGUE" OF THE MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE WITH THE MUSLIMS

A computer source reported on December 23 on the first "diaiogue" of the Moscow Patriarchate with Muslims. In
Teheran the first meeting of a joint committee was held, which on the part of the Patriarchate was chaired by Archpriest
Victor Peilyuchenko (a prominent pei-son in the Departmeni for External Church Reiations of ihe MP) and the head of the
Organization for lslamic Culture and Communications Ayaiollah Taskhiri.
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The lranian government, as well as the Moscow Patriarch, greeted this meetrng. lt discussed matters of
proselytism, war and peace and also the continuation of dialogues betrveen communities in Russia and the Muslims.
Measures were adopted against "the non-admission of exploitation of religious feelings for fueling enmity."

The committee "condemned proselytrsm, the promoting of religion by means of violence, threats and dishonesty
which ruin inter-religious peace and contradict human freecjom." Boih groups aiso condemned "pseudo-missionary
activities" (interesting - what does this mean) and economic and cultural elitism.

The next meeting for a "dialogue" (that is, insiead of preachrng Oi'ihodoxy)wiil be held in Moscow in 1998. The
iheme will be: "Peace and Justice: lsiamic and Orthodox Chrrstian Views."

On St. Nicholas Day the Moscow delegates served in St. Nrcholas Cathedral in Teheran, vrhich was taken cver
by the  MOSCOW Pat f ia fChate  when the  ROCA nnr  r ld  nn t  f ind  r  n r iac t  r ,v i l l i nn  tn  ho  annn in ied  in  ih ic  nar ich

A BLASPHEMOUS FILM IN RUSSIA

According to an art ic ie in the San Francisco newspaper "Russian Li fe" of December" i3.  an except ional iy
blasphemous American film "The Last Temptation of Christ" was broadcast in Moscow. The television network which ran
this film at the highest rated evening time belongs to a banker Gousinsky The paper noticed, not without a reason, that
the mayor of Moscow, Luzhkov who used the taxpayers' money to erect the Chrrst the Saviour Cathedral and stands with
a l ighted candle during some solemn services, did not protest thrs outrageous blasphemy even with one word. Protests
from believers started some 6 months ago.

The Moscow Patriarchate sharply criticized the showing of such a frlm and Patriarch Alexis in the name of the
Russian Church issued an orfioal protest and appealed to Yeitsin Luzhkov and Pariiament to take measures to preveni
such an insuit  to bei ievers'  feelrngs in Russia. Yet,  the contemporary press and so-cal led media, not only in Russia, but
also throughout whole world which foi' a long time has been almost toiaiiy in ihe nands of ferocious haters of Christ's
Church, in no way paid any attentron to the pi^oiests of the Church as wel l  as those of tens of ihousands of bel ievers who
gathered at "Ostankino" (the Russian tv network headquarters) on the day cf the frlrn s '/rewrng

"Russian Li fe" qurte reasonably bel ieves that this insult  to the Orthodox Church wrth her rnr l l rons of bel ie.yers is
reason enough to raise a Church-wide protest in the form of church pr"ocessrons and anathemas of ihe blasphemers
That far, the Moscow Patriarchate, certainly, will not go, and she restricted herself only to a very reasonable written
protest.

LIKE DOES NOT RECOGNIZE LIKE

Our editors received a transiation of a letter to the Georgian Catholicos llra wltten by four Mt Athos Monasteries
with the following content {The translatron of this letter was made in Georgra and in the process of publishing it we have
edited it for grammar.):

"To His Beat i tude Catholrcos Patr iarch of al l  lber ia Vladyka l i ia l i ,  '18-6-97

"With fil ial love we inform your Beatitucje that sad news has reachecj us concerning the unlawful aciions of a
would-be bishop, Cyprian of Fr i i  and Att ica. in a region whieh is withrn the authorrty of your venerable throne and thai he
has already persuaded a pai-i of your monasiic brotherhood to sever eucharrsiic communion wtth the Georgian Church
entrusted to you and. in additron. has referred to the supposed support of the Hoiy Mountain We feel obliged io certify
by this letter and the seal of the Holy Mcuntarn, with great sadness, pain of heart and rndrgnatrcn, that the above bishcp
has no ecclesiastical comrnunion with the Hoiy ftiountain. He departed from the Holy Gr"eek Church in a schismatrc
manner. We inform you ihat this matter will be carefully considered by the brotherhood of Hoiy Mountain and will report
to you in more detail in writing.

"Meanwhile we express our sympathy and soiidarity with you, your flocx and your God-preserved Church in this
period of a difficult ordeal.

"We ask for the God-inspired prayers of Your Beatitude and with greatest humility: The government of the Holy
Mountain of Athos: Protos (chairman): Proigumen of lveron, Kalinik: of Pantocrator: Schema-monk Gevrasios: of
Philotheos: Schema-monk Siluan. of Simonopetra: Schema-monk Justin "

COMMENTARY: This letter from the "Government of Holy Mountain of Athos" arouses a number of doubts. One
can only consider it to be the letter of 4 Athonite monasteries, unfortunately known in Mt Athos for precisely their
liberalism, from among the existrng 20 (ano oniy all of them together comprise the Athonite "government"). Undoubtedly,
they wanted to make clear that they do not recognize Cyprian, but their servile letter to ll ia, who crudely persecutes the
majority of Georgian clerics only for their stand in Orthodoxy. does not bring to the authors any honor, but just the
opposite - disgrace"

At the same time we received a copy of an interesting letter from Archbishop Abraham of Sagaredzho and
Gurdzhaani, Chairman of the Department of External Church Relations, Rector of the Ecclesiastical Seminary and
Academy in Tblisi, to the Head of the village of Patardsueli dated Nov. 20, 1997.
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About this archbishop the Protopresbyter Andrew Boroda (one of the leaders of anti-ecurnenical movement)
writes the following: "This man [Archbishop Abraham] was in his day a prominent leader (in Georgia) in the Kamsomol
(Leninist Youth League). Later he was Secretary of the Committee of the [Communist] Party at the large. secret, military
eiectronics factory, MIION which fuifil led military contracts. I am not certain how he loined the Church, most ilkely 'on

assignment from the Party.' He studied for two years in Regensburg (Germany) at the Roman Catholic insiitute for ihe
Eastern Churches... There are constant rumors of his collaboration with the KGB, and this seems quite possible, but I
have not seen any documents confirming the fact."

This archbishop writes: "l wish to inform you of the following concerning some so-called clergy functioning in the
vi l lage of Patardzeul i

"On F/lay 20 of this year the Holy Synod of the Georgian Orthodox Chur"ch banned several clergyr,nen from
serving due to their lawless actions and attempts to introduce schism into the Church.

"Some of these suspended clergy have acquired a house rn the village of Patardzuelr. from which they are
continuing their anti-Church activities, which at the same time contradict state and national interests.

"lt has come to our attention, that they have attempted to enter our churches and monasteries, which is
absolutely rnadmissible.

"As the ruling hierarch of the Diocese of Sagaredzho and Gurdzhaani, I appeal to you that you not permit their
entry into our churches.

" l t  is l ikewise undesirable that any bui lding or land be al lot ted to them.
"We have appealed in writing to the local officiais of the Sagaredzho Regron that appropriate measures be taken.
"Respectfuily yours, + Abraham

DESECRAT|ON OF A MOSCOW CHURCH iN OUR DAYS

The newspaper "Trud" of Dec. 24th reported that in Moscow on Butyi'ski Vai St # 26 a church attached to an
orphanage for destitute bcys and wcrnen was desecrated. The chur-ch cf thrs orphanage dedicated to St. Alexander of
Constantinople, very surprisingly, remained in good condition fr^onr 1921 untrl now Probably, in hope of better trnres,
someone's careful hands covered the mosaic fioor with tiles, and the frescoes were shielded with plywood. Today this
ancient bui lding including the church i l isted as an architectural  monument) has been sold in 1992 to some commercial
company. lt started right away "remodeling." Workers' hammers destroyed the oomes of the church as well as all the
frescoes Inside a platform was constructed for a second floor The barbarrans also completely destroyed the unique
mosaic f loors Desprte numerous protests from Moscow ci t izens the brut ish al terat ion of this bui lding cont inued. Even
some publ ictztng of t t  in the Amerrcan press did not help The rocms of the church and orphanage were converted into
an "international business center" with a restaurant bar and conference rooms. Then this desecrated church was scld to
a commercial  bank. which converted both the sanctuaries into tel ler areas for their  c l ients.

In this case not only a church was desecrated but the graves of two honored citizens of Moscow - the merchants
and benefactors Aiexander Zoiotorevsky and Gabrrel Minaev who were buried under ihe chui"ch flooi" They' donated to
the ci ty several  apartment houses, schooi our ldrngs nospitals and almshouses.

How can this scandaious cjesecratron of a church in our days remain totally unprotested on the part of Moscow
Patriarchate and Mayor Luzhkov? lt is impossibie to assume that they knew nothing of this blasphemy

ARCHEOLOGISTS FIND A STONE ON WHICH ACCORDING TO TRADITION THE VIRGIN MARY RESTED

A newspaper, "The Jerusalem Post" of Nov '1Oth reported that Jewish archeologists Rina Avner and Yuval
Baruch rather accidentaliy discovered the ruins of a huge octagonal church in the Holy Land with an stone in the center
which is slightly above ground level and is 2 x 4 meters.

ln 1992 whtie widening a road, workers found part of a mosaic floor, but did not attach to it any importance. Only
now. when a contractor il legally put in water pipes, was this valuable archeologicalfind discovered.

A church tradition from the 4th century testifies to a huge church at a place which became known as "kathisma"
(seat)which was built around a stone on which the Holy Theotokos rested when she went rvith her betrothed Joseph to
register in Bethlehem, prior to Christ's Nativity. This place is not mentioned in the Gospels. but we learn that even in the
2nd century it was known. Located between Jerusalem and Bethlehem, the stone is approximately 8 km from the latter
and 5 km from Jerusalem. This srte belongs to the Jerusalem Patriarchate and was considered a very sacred place, but
was demoiished in the 8th or 9th century and then compietely forgotien, yet the mosaic floor has been very nicely
preserved" Patriarch Diodoros visited these excavations, saying that "this great discovery has historical, religious and
ethnic significance."

The leader of the excavations Rina Avner has no doubts that this place is indeed an ancient place sacred to
Christians.
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Most certainly, in view of the 2000th anniversary of the Nativity of Christ, this stone will again became a place of
pilgrimage. At present 2 and a half million pilgrims come annually, but by the year 2OOO. the government expects that
this number will reach at least 5 million.

The lsraeli govemment started to worry quite some ttme ago about such multitudes coming and Uri Mor, a
cjirecior of the Department for Christian Communities of the Ministry of Religious Affairs is quiie surprised by the inactivity
of Christians tn the Hoiy Land. As he toid a reporter of "The Jerusaiem Post" as far back as October. 1997, "l don't
understand why they aren't doing anything, such a shori time befoi'e the year 2000 " lVlor pointed out that in many places
* l ^ ^ . ^  ^ . ^  ^ A  ^ ' , k l i ^  I.rer.; erii rtu pur.,nrr facilities for such a muitiiude of pilErims The Ministi-y of Toui-ism offered financiai aid to some
religicns tc be able to make preparations, but recerved no response.

The spokesman for the Latrn Patriarch rn Jerusalern Abu-Nassar said ihat he agrees they, s1s late in preparing
for the jubilee, but time was needed to reach an agi'eement among diiferent Chrrstran denominations.

In connection with the forth-coming celebrations rn the city of Bethlehem there wril be some preparations and,
most importantly, the Basilica of the Natirrrt;r, whrch rs rn rather ooor shape, will be repaired The last repairs were made
in 1920.

EXPLOSION IN THE BUILDING OF ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE

During night of December 3rd the residence in lstanbul of the Ecumenical Patriarch was attacked by a bomb,
thrown by fanatic Muslims. The roof of the burldrng was damaged and windows broken. lt is the third bombing of the
Patriarchate in the last four years

Patriarch Bartholomew was not in his residence at the iime of the biasi. but one of ihe deacons who serves the
Patriarchate was seriousiy wounded Broken giass was scattered over the marble stairurray all ihe way to the cathedral
e t  t U  d t  l u e .

The pcl ice bel ieve thai  the Turt<rsh exiremists were upset by the success of ihe Patr iai 'ch's last t r ip to America

A MASS GRAVE DISCOVERED IN NORTHERN KARELIA

The newspaper of the Greek Archdiocese in the US, "Orthodox Observer" for December, 1997 r'eported that
some 240 km north of St. Petersburg in a forest a mass grave. in which were the bodies of 1111 victims, was found All
were killed by a buliet in the back of the head. Among those killed, according to the archives of the Moscow police, were
Archbishops Damian of Kursk and Peter of Samara, also Bishops Nicholas of Tambov and Alexis of Voronezh

It is considered that they were murdered between October 27 and November 4 1937 on orders from Stalin In
this mass grave are also some bodies of Roman Catholic and Protestant clergy

Accordtng to the authors of tnrs art ic ie rn 1995 on the basis of the documentat ion of var ious locat ions. i t  was
establ ished that the atheists ki l led 200 thousand clergy of var ious rel igions. Yet thrs information is far f rom complete In
the summer of 1989 the Russian language newspaper "Novoye Russkoye Slovo" publrshed an rmoortant and very wel l
documented art ic le by Okxana Antrch She reported that in 1988 Patr iarch Pimen esraoirsnecj a commii tee chaired by
Metropoir tan Vladrmrr to "rehabi l r tate" the clergy persecutecj  by the athersts but the commrttee drcj  not produce any
results,  and hleiropolt tan Viadimir who gave an rntervrew to a paper "Facis and Arguments" answered i ts reporter 's
quest ions quite unwil l ingly and tersely.  Yet a reporter Lukyancne: ' iko who nappens to be more " informed" on the
quest ion of the vict ims of Stal in 's terror.  said that between 1918 and 1938 250 bishops alone were subiected to
"repression^"

The writer Soloukhin declared that "there is data that before the Revolution in Russia there were 360 thousand
priests,  but by the end of 1918, only 40 thousand remained, and a histor ian of rel ig ion S Koroiev states that by 1919,
320 thousand priests was exterminated. ln the same spint of defense of tne perrshed hierarchs and clergy, a whole
series of writers and public figures came forth publicly, including the agnostrc Sakharov " But, as Oxana Antich
concludes in her article: "While writers step forward for the sake of the rehabrlitation of Church persons and believers,
the activity of the Church Committee so far has made no important coniribution to this important matter of principle."

This she wrote in 1989, but one can say that "the train has not yet left the station." The Moscow Patriarchate
stubbornly and insistently stays quiet about the unspeakable crimes of the atheists, siarting with Lenin through the days
of Khrushchev and his heirs. ls not the reason why it so stubbornly refuses to glorify the holy New Martyrs and
Confessors of the Russian Church, that a substantial part of her hierarchy, starting with Patriarch "Drozdov" himself and
a majority of his Synod during their collaboration with the KGB, participated in those crimes?
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A LETTER FROM THE MATUSHKA OF MURDERED FR. ALEXANDER ZHARKOV

When the martyric death of Fr Alexander Zharkov from St. Petersburg became known, a collection was made in
the ROCA partsh of our Lady of Kazan in Newark, N.J. to help out the family of this pnest. Just recentiy the Matushka of
the reposed Fr. Alexander sent the foliowing letter:

"Greetings dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
"This is Matushka Valentina writing to you. I want to thank you for your kindness, love and prayers. I believe,

that your piayers helped us to cope wiih this sorrow. Truly, wondrous are the works of God. Following His holy will, Fr.
Alexander joined the Church Abrcad so he wculd have those who wculd pray fcr hirn after his repose. We often spoke
with hirn, wandering how much longer the Lord rril l suffer oui' lawiessness. And because of his prayers He still patient
with us. After he died. I received an answer to this question While there are stil l people like all of you, the wor.ld will
l ive. Once more I thank you very much for your spiritual and material support and I prostrate myself before ali of you for
myself and for Fr. Alexander" Please do not forget us in your prayers.

"Greetings with Christ's Nativity and the New Year Wishrng you good health from the Lord God.
"Sincerely yours. M. Valentina and Larissa
"l f  anyone wishes to wri te,  lwould be happy to answer My address is 188350 Gatchina: Leningradskaya

Oblast; Ul. Urizkago d.28, kv. 59; Zharkova. V S
Some time ago, "Church News" reported on the murder of Fr Alexander As a result of this information we

received the following donattons from our readers to help out the needy family of this priest: from Christina
Kapranopouios $10.00: from Viaoimir Kr ivsky $60 00 and from G Girnka $80 00. Totai  receiveci :  $150.00 This sum bv
a secure means was already sent io Russia Let us hope Matushka wrl i  get r t  for the hol idays.


