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The staff  of  "Church News" sincerely greet their  readers with the Great Feast of Christ 's

Nat iv i ty and wish them al l  the very best tn the approaching New Year.
Having come to the end of our 13'n year of publ icat ion, we feel obl iged to thank al l  our readers

who have made i t  possible for us to cont inue our efforts to issue "Church News" through their
generous donat ions Many thanks to them al l !  As in previous years, we enclose an envelope with
our return address in the hope that our readers wi l l  cont inue to support  us.

We also ask al l  those who do NOT want to receive "Church News" to let  us know, so we might
not burden them with unwanted mai l  and also not waste our funds on postage.
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NATIVITY EPISTLE

Of His Eminence Valent in,  Metropol i tan of Suzdal and Vladimir,  the First  Hierarch of the Russian
Orthodox Church

Beloved in Lord archpastors, pastors, brothers and sisters, chi ldren of the Russian Orthodox
Church  !

On this br ight and joyous day rejoice and be merry because God became man and man
became like God and the angels sang a hymn of praise. "Glory to God in the highest, and on
earih peace, good will towards men".

During the holy Nat iv i ty heavenly joy ovenruhelms the whole Orthodox world.  Our hearts glor i fy
the newly born Divine Chi ld Christ  and the soul of  every Christ ian rapturously repeats with the
angels: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good willtowards men"!

The newly born Divine Chi ld Christ ,  Whose l i fe is an ideal and a model for al l  of  us Orthodox
Christ ians to fol low, brought peace and love down to earth. The br ight Bethlehem star,  which
miraculously appeared and l ightened the way to the manger of the Divine Chi ld Christ ,  in the dark
night pointed to the place where laid the One Who had to give His l i fe for the sake of our
salvat ion.

Out of al l  the mi l l ions who l ived at the t ime of Christ 's Nat iv i ty and who were l iv ing in the
darkness and under the death of paganism, only a few great wise men and a few humble
shepherds were given the blessing of seeing the Son of Truth -  the Messiah, incarnate of the
Virgin! God the Father sent His only begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ  to the earth at a t ime
when there was not only natural  night,  but also the night of  spir i tual  ignorance and forgett ing of
God.

The high pr iests,  Pharisees and the Scribes, who supposedly were to be especial ly c lose to
God and the Divine myster ies, didn' t  bother to learn of the great mystery of the Nat iv i ty.  They
didn' t  rejoice at the bir th of the Divine Chi ld Christ  -  on the contrary they became confused and
together with the profane King Herod were inf lamed with the same desire -  to destroy the One
Who was sent by God the Father from heaven in order to save fal len mankind from sin, the curse
and eternal death.

As in the t ime before the Nat iv i ty of Christ ,  when al l  the world was obl iv ious of God so i t  is
now, when we are two mil lennia closer to the Second and glor ious Coming of Christ  to the earth.
The true fai th in Christ  again is denied by contemporary high pr iests and Pharisees, and the l i t t le
f lock fai thful  to Christ  is subject to persecut ions The XXth century revealed to us the great image
of pat ience and suffer ings to the end for Christ 's sake. In the previous century there shone
unseen the host of  New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia, who suffered at the hands of the
godless rulers.  By the mercy of God our Church received the mission of the responsibi l i ty to be
the successor of the New Martyrs '  Church, the Catacomb Church, the Persecuted Church, yet
which is wholeheartedly fai thful  to Christ .  And i f  He and His saints were persecuted, so i t  is
necessary to persecute us also, as the Lord Himself  told us in the Holy Gospel.

Whi le recal l ing the XXth century with aching heart ,  with i ts unseen total i tar ian and godless
violence, we have to state that in the histor ical  memory of Russia and her Orthodox people i t  wi l l
remain as the century of great sadness. l t  would not be an overstatement to say that we wi l l  cal l
the XXth century the bloodiest in the history of mankind.

The persecutors of Christ 's Church abundant ly shed the blood of those who fol lowed the
Gospel commands, ardent ly bel ieving in the Lord and loving Him, suffer ing terr ibly for this fai th
and love. Through these sufferings and witness to their faith, the persecuted Orthodox were
bringing you the l ight of  teaching and love of Christ  even to those godless powers, who were
implant ing atheism, total i tar ism and every sort  of  s in.

Like the past century, the new XXlst century started with unseen ecclesiast ical  disturbances,
and discords and schism within the Church from the wave of terror ism and wars in the world.  The
Evangel ical  prophecies about the last t imes are being ful f i l led: nat ion r ises against nat ion and
blood is shed in fratr ic idal  wars. The false pastors reject sound church teaching, and people
confused by false teachings and heresies do not f ind the path to the church, within the salvi f ic
bulwark of the One True Orthodox Church.

The Russian Orthodox Church, being a legi t imate successor of the Catacomb Church, does
not recognize the Renovat ionists and Sergianists;  she anathematizes the destruct ive heresy of
ecumenism. Come what may, we are ready to fol low the legacy of the holy New Martyrs and
Confessors of Russia, presided over by the saint ly Tikhon, Patr iarch and Confessor of Russia.
The steadfastness of our Church in the Truth and her unshakabi l i ty in the fai th is becoming again
a pretext for new persecut ions of Russian Church.

But let  us not fal l  into depression and sadness. Let us remind ourselves that the Divine Chi ld
Christ  was persecuted from the very f i rst  minutes of His l i fe on earth. As Christ  had no place to
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rest His head but had to rest i t  on the Cross, rendering His Spir i t  to the Father,  so we wi l l  have
to give ourselves to the hands of God with the words: "Forgive, O Lord, our enemies, for they do
not know what they do."

Let us, on this al l -blessed day of Christ 's Nat iv i ty br ing forth our warm prayers to the Divine
Chi ld Christ .  Let us fervent ly beg for His help and protect ion, in order not to be under the power of
those Scribes and Pharisees, who together with King Herod were seeking to destroy the Divine
Chi ld Christ ,  and those, who eventual ly cruci f ied Him, screaming: "Let His blood be upon us and
our  ch i ld ren" .

Let the love brought down by the Divine Chi ld Christ  strongly reign in the hearts of each
Orthodox Christ ian and may our hearts be f i l led with unceasing heavenly joy in accord with our
good deeds for the good of God's Church and our Fatherland.

Once more I  s incerely and cordial ly greet my God loving f lock with the most glor ious feast of
Divine love toward us sinners I  prayerful ly wish my beloved, that the Lord grant to the Church
and the whole world the salvi f ic peace which was announced by the angels to the shepherds, and
through them to al l  mankind on the night of  the holy Nat iv i ty.

Let us humble our hearts and bend our knees before the newborn Divine Chi ld Christ ,  let  us
remember that eternal l i fe begins on earth through the struggle to strengthen oneself  in the fai th,
in love for God, God's Church, Orthodoxy, and our neighbors. Fol lowing those vir tues gave
spir i tual  strength to the holy New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia -  the pi l lars of Orthodox
teaching in the twent ieth century.

May the grace and love of the Lord Jesus Christ  descend upon al l  of  us in the coming New
Year of the Lord s mercy.

With much love, Valentin, Metropoli tan of Suzdal and Vladimir Suzdal, 2001-2002

VILE FALSIFICATION
We have received two magazines cal led 'Suzdal Diocesan Herald" and both with # 1 1. One

#11 is for the months of Apri l ,  May and June 200'1 (without the name and address of an editor) ;
then we received #'11 with the same name for the months of May-September 200'1 with the
recent ly defrocked former Archpriest Andrew Osetrov named as editor,  along with his wife H.
Shipoonov former Proto-deacon D Krasovsky and Osterov's frrend A Tsarev The return
address is that of  Krasovsky

The issue for Apri l -June 2001, without a named editor,  must be considered unoff ic ial .  And
regarding the "special  issue" publ ished by the group with the defrocked A Osetrov we consider i t
our duty to warn our readers that this issue which was put out bv defrocked clerqv who i l legal ly
used the let terhead of the off ic ial  publ icat ion of the Suzdal Diocese of the Russian Orthodox
Autonomous Church, is nothinq but a slanderous and even sordrd col lect ion of falsehoods by the
clerqy who were defrocked bv a decision of the ecclesiast ical  court  of  the Suzdal Diocese.

In this publ icat ion of the defrocked group are forged minutes of meetings of the Synod of the
Russian Orthodox Church, minutes of a "court"  with the decision to defrock the First  Hierarch of
the Russian Church and copies of "witness" statements in the "case" of the then Archimandri te
Valent in dat ing back to '1988 when the KGB successful ly t r ied to enl ist  him in their  service.
Certainly,  access to this documentat ion from the procurator 's off ice and, more, i ts publ icat ion
requires a rather close relat ionship with the "authori t ies'  and their  considerable interest in
assist ing the group.

The 40 page "Suzdal Diocesan Herald" by Osterov and Co was mai led in an envelope with the
return address of the Diocesan Administrat ion and in the name of Archbishoo Theodore! The
postage on the envelope received by a pr iest known to us amounted to almost 3,480 rubles. This
is an enormous cost for someone with a moderate income in Russia. A pr iest in Austral ia
received the same kind of envelope with even higher postage. l t  is obvious that some one had to
pay to pr int  and mai l  out this disgust ing publ icat ion, using the ROCOR parish address roster,
because Osetrov had a very smal l  par ish and his wife is unemployed with 1 1 chi ldren to support .

Upon checking matters with the Suzdal Diocese we found out that Metropol i tan Valent in has
already f i led sui t  against Osetrov and his "editor ial  col leagues".

Unfortunately in this disgust ing publ icat ion there happened to be publ ished the "Personal
opinion of Mrs. V. Schat i lof f  regarding a 'memo"' .  l t  was provided to Helen Osetrov/Shipoonov to
support  her very wel l  wri t ten paper concerning the teachings of the "God-name" ( lmyabozhniki)
heresy that was submitted to the Synod of Bishops. The clergy who were accused of spreading
this heresy denied i t  in wri t ing, which sat isf ied the Synod, and the case was closed. However,  this
decision did not please Osetrov and Co and they have used the heresy case for personal
revenge toward the Metropolitan.
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I  very much regret that unexpectedly I  became a vict im of a provocat ion and my name

happened to be on the pages of a not only slanderous but also very sordid publ icat ion.
In connect ion with the Osetrov publ icat ion l ,  Mrs. Anastasia G. Schat i lof f ,  received a let ter f rom

Archbishop Theodore which states: "When i t  came t ime to issue # 12 of the'Suzdal Diocesan
Herald'  I  became aware that the Osetrov group had sent out their  own # 11 in my name. I  was
informed of this by telephone Since I  did not know the contents of the detai ls of  the Osetrov sel f-
defense, we included a short  explanat ion only.  The f latest]  number was already ready to go to
press when I  received this Osetrov sordid vi leness. When I  became acquainted with i t  my eyes
were ready to pop out over the mischievousness of their  insolence. Thus in our # 12 issue we
publ ished an expanded explanat ion in the name of the editor ial  staff .

In this publ icat ion, the former pr iest has unmasked himself  as the real author of al l  the
newspaper 's publ icat ions that were signed as being no more and no less than " journal ist ic
invest igat ions. l t  seems, that in order to give some weight to his statements, Osetrov severral
t imes mentions your name This is,  for the t ime being, the sad news. Other news includes this:
the chapel of  the Equal to the Apost les St.  Pr Vladimir is already f in ished. In the face of our
snowfal ls this appears to be a smal l  miracle. We are purchasing some church vessels,  hung a
few icons in order to prepare the chapel for a lesser consecrat ion In the future icons need to be
painted for the iconostasis.

EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF LADY OF KMAN PARISH IN NEWARK, N J

On the ini t iat ive of the Lady of Kazan parish in Newark, NJ Fr.  Vladimir Shishkoff  on Sunday,
December 10123'o convened an extraordinary parish meeting. There were present about 40
parishioners with vot ing r ights.

The theme of the meeting was the change in the posit ion and ideology of the Russian
Orthodox Church Abroad after the Councrls of Bishops in 2000 and 2001 and regard to the
commemorat ion of the newly elected Metropol i tan Laurus or the ret i red Metropol i tan Vitaly,  who
has created a new hierarchy.

The meeting opened with a speech by the rector,  who laid out before the parish members the
gradual apostasy of the present hierarchy from the pol ic ies of the former First  Hierarchs of the
Russian Orthodox Church Abroad

After prolonged drscussion and various proposit ions i t  became clear that the parishioners
would insist  upon commemorat ing Metropol i tan Laurus There were also proposit ions to
commemorate both Metropol i tans Laurus and Vitaly,  the lat ter as ai l ing",  such proposals
demonstrat ing a total  canonical  i l l i teracy The rector offered to conduct services on the Nat iv i ty
and Epiphany feasts,  but on the condit ion that he would commemorate Metropol i tan Vitaly
(without any t i t les) as he had for the previous three weeks.

The end result  of  this prolonged very emotional and yet very orderly meeting ( the Church
Warden and several  par ishioners were seen to cry) was that Fr.  Vladimir lef t  the meeting and
requested that he be informed of the f inal  decision of the parish. l t  was del ivered in about an hour
and a half  and the parish decided that Fr.  Vladimir 's arrangements were not acceptable. He has
been i ts rector for 3 '1 years and unt i l  recent ly enjoyed the love and respect of the parishioners.

Meanwhi le,  one of the fai thful  par ishioners offered Fr.  Vladimir his house in Staten ls land, one
of the New York suburbs in which his grandfather Anatoly Bootenko in 1956 had a St.  Nicholas
Church .

Unfortunately,  al l  th is happened one must say on the eve of the Nat iv i ty and the Kazan parish
might be without a pr iest,  choir  and reader,  because Fr.  Vladimi ls Matushka had carr ied out both
these dut ies.

At the same t ime, Father Vladimir has to organize a new parish in such a stressful  per iod. l t  wi l l
be under the jur isdict ion of the First  Hierarch of the Russian Orthodox Autonomous Church
Metropol i tan of Suzdal and Vladimir Valent in.

INTERVIEW WITH THE FIRST HIERARCH OF THE ROAC, METROPOLITAN VALENTIN

We have received an interview given on December2001, by the First  Hierarch of the Russian
Orthodox Autonomous Church, Valent in,  Metropol i tan of Suzdal and Vladimir.  This interview was
given to the Internet publ icat ions "NTV.Ru" and "The world of Rel igions".  With regret we are
forced to omit  some quest ion and answers due to l imitat ions of space. We omit ted such as
related to the glor i f icat ion of the lmperial  Family or his relat ionship to the pol i t ical  organizat ion
'Pamyat '  (Memory) or s imi lar matters.

1. For what reason did vou leave the ROC in 1990?
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The atmosphere of betrayal,  l ies, corrupt ion and a mult i tude of unchurchly events that

permeated the air in the Moscow Patriarchate. Over the course of many years I believed that by
compromising with " l i t t le evi ls" one avoided part ic ipat ion in the large-scale evi l  in the Sergianist
lie. I tried to preserve the most important - the religious revival which started in our city, in my
parish, where we tr ied to give the fai thful  the possibi l i ty of  l iv ing a ful l  ecclesiast ical  l i fe But
human strength is not unl imited. When, at a meeting of the "sacred Synod' that was del iberat ing
my "personal case",  i t  became utter ly clear to me that the pr ice for any ecclesiast ical  external
success would be large-scale betrayal,  I  had to ei ther betray my parishioners, giv ing them up
them for the demands of " the wel l -being of God's Church or to ret i re.  I  could not ignore this
betrayal,  I  could not do i t  no matter what were the rat ional izat ions; therefore I  proposed that my
f lock join me in going to the Church Abroad. Besides through this concrete episode that
happened to me, the total  untruth of the MP -- an organizat ion that is based upon total  l ies and
betrayals --  became clear to me. Beyond the l ie that the Russian New Martyrs were pol i t ical
cr iminals,  there was the l ie that the Church in the Soviet Union was never subjected to rel ig ious
persecut ions, that the godless authori t ies are "from God'.

Therefore, when I  read now the just i f icat ions of Sergianism, that i t  was necessary for the sake
of saving the Church for the fai thful ,  I  can only feel  sad and gr ieved I  served in the MP for thir ty
years and I  saw the Sergianist  system inside and out and I  know that in order to "save i t"  i t  was
absolutely necessary to betray. The Sergianist  hierarchs have betrayed the fai thful  and the
fai thful  sense i t  and have lef t  the Moscow Patr iarchate. I  could not betray our fai thful  and,
therefore, pract ical ly al l  those who were with me in '1990 (except for those who died, of  course)
remained with me and now many more have come

2. Did the desire to leave the ROC come only in 1990 or before? lf you were prepared to
leave ROC before, why then did this mateildize only in 1990?

Before '1990 actual ly,  there was nowhere to go The parishes of the Church Abroad were deep
underground, and i f  there is no al ternat ive, then one thinks that there is nowhere to go and i t  is
possible some how to suffer a bi t  longer In 1989-90, dur ing "glasnost" and "perestroika",  thank
God the possibi l i ty of  leaving the Patr iarchate arose in such a manner as to preserve a legal
ecclesiast ical  existence and, even more. to f i l l  i t  wi th the content of grace. Therefore I  bel ieve,
that my conf l ict  with the superiors of the Patr iarchate arose not by accident -  the Lord simply has
led us from the "house of s lavery But since we had been wait ing for some t ime for i t  He
pushed us out;  made i t  necessary to choose 'ei ther -  or".

I  bel ieve something l ike this did not happen to us alone, The process of the col lapse of the MP
enveloped al l  Russia. After jo ining the ROCOR I was appointed an Exarch to the Russian
parishes and I  remember wel l  -  there was not a week when parishes did not jo in us. There were
even t imes that dur ing a single week several  par ishes joined us. These parishes were in
Moscow and Petersburg, in the Balt ic States and Ukraine, in the Caucasus and Siberia and the
Far East.  In this process throughout Russia at that t ime we saw the beginning of the genuine
repentance of the Russian people, i t 's c leansing from the atheist ic leprosy and i ts "ecclesiast ical"
var iety:  Sergianism.

Or, recal l  the story when Alexis l l  made a clear ly heret ical  speech before the rabbis of New
York, when he said that Judaism and Orthodoxy are actual ly the very same rel igion. At that t ime
many pr iests of the MP ceased to commemorate him as patr iarch, but then did not decide to
leave. At that t ime a wide spread persecut ion of our Church began and leaving the MP meant a
loss of the church and everything went back to the usual.

The Lord always cal ls one to Himself ,  to the Truth, but one also has to l isten to this cal l .
3. What were fhe reasons for your break up with the ROCOR in 1995?
There were two main reasons. The f i rst  -  the outrageous disorganizat ion introduced into the

l i fe of the Russian Church by controversial  decisions of the ROCOR Synod. l t  created the danger
that the True Church simply would cease to exist  in Russia and would remain only in the
catacombs. Secondly -  was the apostasy from Orthodoxy, from the uncompromising relat ionship
toward the heresies of Ecumenism and Sergianism. General ly speaking, the controversial
decisions of the Synod were the reason for this apostasy. The Synod didn' t  c lear ly know what to
do in Russia: should they minister to bui lding up and developing of their  dioceses and parishes,
or have negot iat ions with the MP. So i t  wavered from one side to the other.

I  have tr ied many t imes to warn my brother bishops of the destruct iveness of what they were
doing. The very wise elder Bishop Gregory (Grabbe) also sounded the alarm regarding the
si tuat ion, but we were no only not heard, but showered with slander.  Due to slander of "Pamyat"
("Memory," a pol i t ical  organizat ion) |  was dismissed from the cathedral ,  suspended from serving
and, after my departure from the ROCOR, in violat ion of numerous church canons "dismissed
from the ranks".  I  was making the same choice as in 1990: to submit to al l  of  this,  accept untruth
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and in this manner to betray my f lock, which at that t ime was not in Suzdal alone, but al l  over
Russia -  or to ful f i l l  my duty as a bishop even i f  this meant formal administrat ive loyalty had to
be disregarded. I  swore to be a bishop to the Church and my duty before the Church and my f lock
was most important.  The more so since the act iv i ty of the ROCOR was heading toward curtai l ing
ecclesiast ical  l i fe in Russia and was harming our dioceses and parishes. Therefore we, the
bishops of one mind in Russia, have severed our submission to the ROCOR.

5. Why in 1995 you were against the rapprochement of ROCOR and ROC?
Because there is no reason for such a rapprochement The Moscow Patr iarchate is not the

true Church. She ceased to be so when she accepted the heresies of Sergianism and
Ecumenism, and agreed to actual ly apostat ize from Christ .  And she is only deceiving her fai thful ,
pretending to be the True Church. The Church Abroad, on the contrary, for decades was famous
for her stand in the Truth, no compromises regarding any kind of heresies and l ies. What would a
rapprochement of the ROCOR and MP require? Either a change of mind by the hierarchs of the
MP, their  request to those who preserved the Truth for instruct ion and teaching. Such a
rapprochement we would honor.  Or the apostasy of the Church Abroad from her steadfast
posit ion. This we consider to be betrayal.  The f i rst  one has not happened, but the second has
happened. And I  as a bishop whose duty is to watch over the Truth, in no way could support
such a one-sided raoorochement.

As the events that fol lowed showed, the "rapprochement" of ROCOR and the MP means not
the cleansing of the Patr iarchate, but the total  capitulat ion of the Church Abroad, the denial  of
own ideals and a readiness to be swal lowed up by the MP Contemporary hierarchs of the
Church Abroad honest ly admit  that they are afraid to remain in the minori ty,  they are
overuvhelmed by the splendor of " the ecclesiast ical  revival '  in Russia, the cathedral  of  Christ  the
Savior,  and they want to part ic ipate in al l  of  this But I  bel ieve that over the last decade the MP
had gotten even worse. Before, her heresies and sins could be just i f ied by the persecut ion of the
godless government.  But now that she is free to cleanse herself  of  al l  of  i t  of  her own free wi l l  she
has no conscious intent ion of doing this.  The lat ter l ie is worse than the f i rst .

6 How do you feel now about the rapprochement of ROCOR and the ROC?
At present this is the rapprochement not of  churches, not of  the fai thful  but of  the Synod's

hierarchical  bureaucrats.  Actual ly a leadership revolut ion in the ROCOR has happened. A fact ion
of the bishops who for many years were aspir ing to power, have done al l  they could so that the
legacy of their  First  Hierarchs Metropol i tans Anthony, Anastassy and St.  Phi laret (+ 1985) be
forgotten; that there would happen a rupture with the Russian bishops, among whom I was one.
At present they have overcome the very last obstacle in the person of the aged Metropol i tan
Vitaly.  He made many mistakes, but in general  his mind was always Orthodox and this was not
conven ien t .  Now they  open ly  laugh a t  h im ca l l  h im " insane"  and in  th is  manner  t ry  to  exp la in  h is
desire to preserve str ict  Orthodoxy. Indeed for the contemporary world,  which the ROCOR
bishops want to become an organic part  of ,  the preservat ion of Orthodoxy is a kind of being "a
fool for Christ 's sake"

The present leaders of the ROCOR are basical ly "a new generat ion" of church bureaucrats,
void of any clear ecclesiast ical ,  rel ig ious views. Therefore, for them i t  is natural  to blend into one
structure with the same kind of bureaucrats from the MP And the lat ter,  in their  turn, are
interested in appropriat ing the heri tage of the Church Abroad, to appropriate not only the church
bui ldings, but also the r ight to the name, the rel ics of the saints so that this great and glor ious
name from the past would no longer " tempt" the f lock of the MP by unmasking her untruths and
the apostasy of her hierarchs. MP would l ike to have the r ight to say: "St John of Shanghai -  he
is ours. And Fr.  Seraphim Rose - he is also ours. And even Metropol i tan Phi laret,  who didn' t
consider us to be a Church, look, he is now ours, not yours any more".  And this is by people who
are lar f rom the Spir i t  of  Truth. To them i t  seems that i t  is enough to switch the tags and omit  f rom
the books "the wrong words" in order to bel ieve the matter rs sett led. But something l ike this wi l l
not happen. The Church of Christ  cannot be conquered and after the destruct ion of the ROCOR
the Lord will create a new vessel for the preservation of His Grace.

11. During the summer of 2001 in the Vladimir city press a number of arlicles were published,
directed against you and the ROAC. What do you think ls fhe reason for this and who is
behind it?

This is not restr icted to art ic les alone. The Vladimir prosecutor ini t iated a cr iminal case against
me based upon slanderous accusat ions of one power hungry former pr iest,  whom we have
defrocked for his act iv i ty against the Church. The campaign in the press is only an "art i l lery
support"  to the cr iminal process - the aim of which is to remove me from the leadership of the
Church or,  s imply to remove me physical ly.
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There are several  reasons for that.  First  of  al l  -  the vis ible success of our ecclesiast ical

growth -  the addit ion of new parishes, including in the USA, the strengthening of the organizat ion,
the solemn glor i f icat ion of St.  Phi laret,  which demonstrated our spir i tual  and ideological
succession from Russian Church Abroad when she was f lour ishing. The Russian Orthodox
Autonomous Church, especial ly af ter the cr is is in the ROCOR, became a main source of
attract ion of those, who seek True Orthodoxy in Russia and in many other countr ies. Of course,
for many this is not welcome. I  do not bel ieve that there is a governmental  pol icy to destroy us,
but i t  is obvious that some group there is def ini tely interested in the disappearance of the ROAC.
It  is possible that these people are connected to the MP although the lat ter always denies
part ic ipat ion in the campaign against me and talks of i ts lack of interest in this.

Why do the Vladimir authori t ies part ic ipate? Part ial ly to sett le old scores with me from Soviet
t imes. Part ial ly out of  arbi trar iness --  there is plenty of i t  local ly.  To learn to l ive according to the
law, to learn how to separate truth from slander -  is not a srmple task l t  is much easier to use
slanderers in one's own tnterest l t  is possible that there're also cr iminal motives. As you know,
Suzdal is a tour ist  c i ty At present,  this sphere is in a cr i t ical  state, but i t  wi l l  not be always so. l t  is
possible that some one wants to take advantage of the local r iches.

12 How do you explain the growing attention of the media to the ROAC in recent months?
I know that many connect i t  wi th the appearance in our Church of some kind of 'h igh level

protectors" and attr ibute everything to their  rntr igues".  I  wi l l  not just i fy myself  and say that there
are no inf luent ial  people in our Church. I  wi l l  not for a very simple reason: for some reason, when
the government off icers and ol igarchs protect the MP - this is considered proper,  but i f  someone
renders even smal l  support  to us, such a person has to just i fy himself  or conceal his name. ls
there  any th ing  c r im ina l  o r  immora l  in  suppor t ing  the  True  Church? Bes ides ,  ourChurch  is  open to
al l  people, regardless of their  social  s i tuat ion In the same way, strong rel igious feel ings are not
dependent upon i t .  af ter al l  -  every soul is by the nature Christ ian l t  should be no surpr ise that
people who are disappointed with the MP are turning to our Church. And among the pol i t ical  el i te,
who meet  w i th  MP h terarchs  in  unof f i c ra l ' sur round ings ,  the  d isappo in ted  can number  as  many
as among the  s imp le  peop le

Therefore i f  some of the powerful  in this world real ly offer us support  I  am grateful  to them and
do hope that the Lord wi l l  reward their  good deeds. Even more so, because such people have
great reverence toward Christ  s Church and have sincere fai th.  Therefore, they do not condit ion
the i r  he lp  w i th  any  k ind  o f  demands upon the  church  au thor i t ies  Usua l ly ,  I  do  no t  even know who
and what they did for us and I  t ry not to be involved. They helped thank God

The problem is not so much in this but why the publ icat ions of our Church evoke such a
response from society.  Many feel and fel t  the untruth of the MP, but in so far as there was a
feel ing that the state is rol l ing down into an abyss, the condit ions of the church affairs were
accepted as "normal" -  everything is bad and thrs is bad. But now a desire for revival  has started
in society,  for order and truth, yet the si tuat ion rn the MP remains the same - the very same l ies,
mercenary interests lack of fai th and cynicism on the part  of  hierarchs and many pr iests.  The
dispari ty is fel t  more sharply and people started looking around - i f  there is some other true
Church, more corresponding to Orthodox ideals The Church Abroad is going more and more
down the slope into the bosom of the MP. The scandal of  the violence against Metropol i tan Vitaly
demonstrated that over there they have lowered themselves also moral ly.  And this is why society
turned to us -  we have never changed our posit ion and didn t  hide i t  and always declare i t  c lear ly
and unevasively.

Thank God in our Church there are enough talented and educated people who wri te and speak
wel l  and who are able to explain our posit ion they know how to f ind a common language with the
clever secular people and therefore, their  ef forts br ing forth frui t .  For me, as a bishop i t  remains
only to bestow upon them God's blessing and to hope that their  ef forts wi l l  increase those being
saved in the Church.

13. ln January 2001 the ROAC officially registered 65 parishes with the Ministry of Justice.
How many of these parishes are in the Vladimir area and in how many other areas does
the ROAC have her parishes?

First  of  al l ,  consider that actual ly there are many more parishes. More than half  of  our Church
consists of catacomb parishes, which nowhere are registered off ic ial ly and even we, in the Synod
of Bishops do not always know their  locat ions but we also do not seek to know. We have several
catacomb bishops, who know their  f lock, conscient iously minister to i t  and we have no reasons to
intrude in their  af fairs.  But catacomb parishes are a very organic and important part  of  our
Church .

Many parishes have been added from the Church Abroad, and also from the Patriarchate
during this year,  so that actual ly there are many more. Also a number of ROAC parishes are
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registered in the Just ice Ministry under the name of the "Russian Orthodox Free Church",  and a
part  st i l l  have not re-registered or didn' t  know how to. Therefore, i t  would not be an
overest imation to say that the number of our parishes is many t imes greater than that you gave.

Natural ly,  the major i ty of our parishes are in the Vladimir region - around Suzdal,  the spir i tual
and administrat ive center of our Church. The two capitals:  Moscow and St.  Petersburg have 2
parishes each and their  bui ldings Among the regions in Russia where we have parishes, I  can
single out Moscow, Leningrad Tver,  Kalooga, Riazan, Yaroslavl ,  lvanovo, Tula, Br iansk, Kirov,
Rostov, Volgograd and Chel iabinsk regions, the Stavropol,  Krasnodar and Khabarovsk and
Karachevo-Tcherkasia provinces; our parishes and monaster ies are also found in the Near
Abroad: (Latvia,  Ukraine, Byelorussia) and Far Abroad (Great Bri tain USA).

14. How many of fhese 65 parishes have their own church buildings?
As a rule, the basic reason for register ing our communit ies is to achieve the status of legal

ent i t ies necessary to establrsh real estate rrghts to church bui ldings. Therefore, a major i ty of the
reg is te red  communi t ies  own the i r  own churches

SIGN OF GRACE OR SIGN OF WARNING?

Holy Tr ini ty Monastery's magazine "Pravoslavnaya Rus" # 23 (1692) publ ished information
about a f t re which occurred in the Monastery and concluded thrs information with fol lowing words:
"This sad event happened namely during the nrght after the Abbot and the Dean of the Seminary
His Grace Laurus elected to be the f i f th Frrst  Hierarch of the ROCOR arr ived back at the
monastery"

While giving the detai ls of  the f i re.  the reporter noted that the f i re stopped at the Seminary
room in which was the lveron icon of the Mother of God that belonged to Metropol i tan Phi laret.

" . .Bu t  the  dev t ls  a t tack  upon our  monastery  d idn ' t  s top .  A f te r  a  wh i le ,  namely  a t  the  end o f
November, i t  was revealed that the staff  belonqrnq to Metropol i tan Phi laret (Voznesensky) which
was kept in his crypt and fourteen rel ics,  which were kept in the Righteous Elders of Opt ina
Chape l  were  s to len '  !  (Emphas is  by  Ch N ' )

D O U B L E  T H I N K I N G

Just recent ly the agency Vertograd reported that Fr.  Victor Melehov returned to ROCOR. He
was rector of the Russian church in Worcester MA and after the repose of Metropol i tan Phi laret
lef t  the ROCOR when a systematic persecut ion under Metropol i tan Vitaly of Holy Transf igurat ion
Monastery in Boston began. At that t ime some 20 parishes and communit ies lef t  with the
monastery. The weakening of the Church Abroad and of her prest ige was already at that t ime
being planned by the conspirators. For a long t ime the Synod sued the Worchester par ish, hoping
to get the nice church but lost the court  case in a rather disgraceful  manner.  At one of the court
hearings the judge accused Metropol i tan Vitaly and Bishop Hi lar ion, who were present in the
courtroom, of ly ing So after the repose of Metropol i tan Phi laret and t i l l  now, Fr.  Melehov was
under the Greek hierarchy and even became their  exarch to Russia. This lasted for 15 years.
However Fr.  Victor lef t  this jur isdict ion because this Greek hierarchy declared i ts independence
from the Greeks in Athens and he approached the ret i red Metropol i tan Vitaly with a pet i t ion to be
accepted under his omophorion. Evident ly Metropol i tan Vitaly didn' t  not ice his '15 yearlong
absence and certainly hrs own suspension and probable deposit ion and on December 3'd sent
him the fol lowing let ter
3/20 December 2001
To Fr.  Victor Melehov
Reverend Bat iushka, Fr.  Victor!

Sharing deeply your anxiety over the perplexi ty of our pastors and f lock which resulted from the
improper understanding and interpretat ion of the 7/20 Nov.,2001 Declarat ion of the ROCA Synod
of Bishops regarding the (Cypriani te) Synod of Resistance, I  hasten to assure you that i t  does not
abrogate the execut ion of the Ukase dated 26 OcUS Nov 2001, but merely suspends i t ,  in view of
the fact that the formal procedure for rat i fy ing such decisions was not properly observed in this
u d 5 c .

Nei ther  I -  norour  h ie rarchs ,  who s ioned the  Dec la ra t ion  o f  7 /20  November2001 - -  harboranv
i l lusion whatsoever reqardinq Metropol i tan Cvprian's unorthodox doctr ine of the Church, nor have
we anv thouqhts of concelebrat inq with him or with his representat ives (Emphasis by "Ch. N.")

Relying upon the mercy and help of God, I  t rust that,  as far as this matter is concerned, i t  f inal ly
wi l l  be properly resolved.
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May our Lord Jesus Christ  strengthen you and your f lock upon the path of salvat ion, through

the prayers of the Most-Holy Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary.
A wel l -wisher of your salvat ion + Metropol i tan Vitaly"

Thus the Ukase of Metropol i tan Vitaly of October 26lNovember B reports a "discont inuinq the
thouqht less acceptance of the Counci l 's decision in '1994 reqardinq the communion with hierarchv
of Metropol i tan Cvprian" and in another Ukase, which fol lowed in less than 2 weeks, i t  is
explained that the committee appointed to resolve this matter didn' t  present i ts conclusions and
therefore "the execut ion of this decision is suspended". In commentar ies to this let ter,  the
Vertograd interprets this decision with:  " l t  is obvious that the suspension of the Ukase means the
return to the status quo which existed before i t  was signed". And in another report :  "The
supporters of Metropol i tan Vitaly have renewed canonical  communion with the Cypriani tes, who
professes a crypto-ecumenist teaching".

Bishop Gregory (Grabbe) very strongly opposed the posit ions of Metropol i tan Cyprian and
warned the Counci l  that by this decision i t  is putt ing i tsel f  of  danger of fal l ing under i ts own
anathema, which was proclaimed against the Ecumenists.  (His art ic le,  publ ished in the Russian
version "Church News" # 35 (40) of 1994 was sent to al l  the hierarchs of the ROCOR.

It  seems that Fr Victor 's request to reloin the ROCOR under Metropol i tan Vitaly was
condit ioned by his severance of communion wrth the Cypriani tes, which ini t ia l ly was severed and
then this was temporari ly "suspended"!

EPISTLE BY METR. VITALY TO "ALL FAITHFUL CLERGYMEN AND FLOCK OF THE
CHURCH ABROAD"

November 24'hlDecemb er 7'n 2OO1
St. Great Martyr Catherine

Beloved in Christ  the fai thful  ministers and the f lock of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad,
The supporters and adherents of the so-cal led sel f-appointed Metropol i tan Laurus, who rs

attempting to seize power in the Church, have departed from us into a complete absence of
^ ^ ; , ; + , , ^ t  . ^ ^ t ^
J P i l  r r u d r  r u d u J .

Upon seeing the discords within our Church I  have restored to myself  the r ights of Head of the
Church In response the Synod with the part ic ipat ion of Bishops Michael and Gabriel  raised
against me a real persecut ion. I  was subject to arrests by the civr l  authori t ies, without indicat ion of
suff ic ient reason and cause of my gui l t .  Exclusively,  for the sake of c leansing the Church from
such apostates, with my blessing and part ic ipat ion there were performed consecrat ions of new
bishops: Sergius of Mansonvi l le,  Vladimir of  Sacramento and Bartholomew of Grenada, who are
fai thful  to the tradi t ional confession of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad, whi le fol lowinq in the
footsteps of Metropol i tans Anthony, Anastassy and Phi laret.

Apostates, headed by Archbishop Laurus are considered to be outside the Church.
I  appeal to al l  fa i thful  chi ldren of our Christ  s Church to be f i rm in suffer ing this gr ief  in our crafty

t imes and steadfast in confession of our Orthodox fai th.
I  invoke upon al l  the fai thful  fol lowers of Christ 's Truth the blessinqs of God and thank al l  for

the  he lp  and prayers  fo r  me a  s inner .
+ Metropol i tan Vitaly

Editor 's commentary:
According to numerous and unanimous evidence, on October 23'd,2001, Metropol i tan Vitaly

attended the opening of the Counci l  of  Bishops and handed i t  his declarat ion of ret i rement and
F

ROCOR. After that on October 24"' he unexpectedly left the Synodbui ldinq after he found out
that his secretary had been hast i ly rel ieved of her dut ies

Metropol i tan Vitaly "restored to himself  the r ights of the Head of the Church" at the beginning of
November and not after he saw discords in our Church".  He created a new hierarchy in response
to the extremely crude act ions against him by Bishop Michael when he consecrated several
i l legal bishops.

FROM THE UNPUBLISHED. . .

We have decided to publ ish from t ime to t ime some of the let ters of Bishop Gregory (Grabbe)
which were not included in the col lect ion of his let ters oubl ished in 1998 in Moscow. butwhich at
some t ime might be interest ing to church going people.
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This t ime we are publ ishing (with sl ight abr idgements) his let ter to Archbishop Anthony of San

Francisco dated May 25'nlJune 7'n, 1994.
"Christ  is Risen, Your Eminence, dear Master l
I  wri te in order to let  you know that I  wi l l  not be able to come to the Counci l  of  Bishops, as I

have planned. A second cancer compl icat ion has much weakened me.
I t  worr ies me very much, because i t  seems to me, that Vladyka Metropol i tan wants to by pass

the only sensible measure, about which I  have several  t imes wri t ten to him nearly three years
ago. He is under the impression that the Russian Bishops are no good and that he alone can
elect the bishops for Russia But he knows no one over there and, i t  seems, that he cont inues to
trust Bishop Barnabas, who is unacceptable to the best of  our pr iests in Russia. The Metropol i tan
is mainly under the inf luence of Archbishop Anthony of Los Angeles, who under no condit ion
wants to permit  Bishop Valentrn to rule, al though he has proven himself  to be very loyal to our
Church and an outstanding administrator.  He gathered into his diocese nearly a hundred parishes
and keeps adding new ones I  met his assistant,  Bishop Theodore, who made an excel lent
impression This is a knowledgeable but humble person with great orator ical  gi f ts.  I  also met with
the outstanding clergyman of Brshop Valentrn Archpriest Michael Ardov, who l ived with Fr.
Vladimir Shishkoff  for a month, so I  have had the chance to have many and long conversat ions
with him. He is smart.  educated and a convinced supporter of Bishop Valent in 's work.

Archbishop Anthony of Los Angeles caused no less damage to the revival  of  ecclesiast ical  l i fe
in Russia than Bishop Barnabas. On the one hand he ruinously inf luences the Metropol i tan and,
on the other,  hrmself  intrudes in church matters in Russia Thus, after sending to Voronezh a
truckload of c lothing for the local community which already belonged to one of the Russian
Bishops ,  he  demanded tha t  he  be  commemorated  as  the  ru l ing  B ishop.

From several  sources I  know that Archbishop Anthony sent out an "off ic ial  statement",  with the
reference to the meeting of the Synod of Bishops on March 21-25 about the suspension of
Archbishop Lazarus and Bishop Valentrn You certainly know very wel l  that at  this unprecedented
meeting of the Synod of Bishops al l  the members lef t  without making any decision at al l .  How did
Archbishop Anthony dare to send out on his own such a decision that didn t  correspond to the
truth ?

Unfortunately,  al l  h is act ivrtres were never creat ive, but always destruct ive Even in his younger
days in Jerusalem he has lef t  behind a bad memory. At present he has broken the record of the
Church Abroad by bui lding one church for more than 35 years that at  present stands without
crosses and almost no icons inside and havrng a diocese of only three parishes.

According to some rnformation the Metropol i tan was very angry with him for his opposit ion to
glor i f icat ion of Archbishop John. l t  is said that he even expressed the opinion he should ret i re.  In
the history of our Church this is the f i rst  case of open opposrtron to the Counci l  of  Bishops and to
i t  in the case of glor i f icat ion of one of our own hierarchs.

I  have di f f icul t ies with the Metropol i tan I  have openly wri t ten him a cr i t ique of some blunders of
the Synod. He wrote me back, without refut inq a sinqle one of my arquments, but groundlessly
accusing me of supposed sympathy with Hit ler ism. A bel ieve that this answer was wri t ten by
Bishop Barnabas and Archbishop Anthony of Los Angeles The f i rst  cont inues his strong
inf luence over him, despite hrs many cr imes, for which he deserves to be defrocked. Instead of
this,  the Synod has just sent him for three months to Jerusalem, without the r ight to serve. I  do
not know exact ly,  but i t  seems that he didn' t  get there, but s i ts in Europe and cont inues his
intr igues. And al l  this is unattended as wel l  as everything else that he has done so far.  Why the
members of the Synod disregard i t ,  I  cannot understand.. . .

Three years ago I  reported to the Metropol i tan that i t  is necessary to end the art i f ic ial  intr igues
of Bishop Barnabas against Bishop Valent in.  Bishop Valent in has straightened out the
relat ionship with Archbishop Lazarus and he f inal ly uni ted with him. But the Synod, to the joy of
the Moscow Patr iarchate and without any reason, turned the matters against both of them. For
two years in a row there was no response to their  requests and reports,  as i f  they had no parishes
at al l .  Meanwhi le,  the parishes that uni ted with them grew in number and were under the
impression that they were unit ing with the Synod. ldeological ly i t  is indeed so. And the Russian
bishops, after gathering more than hundred parishes fel t  a certain strength and at the same t ime
have real ized al l  the weaknesses of our church organizat ion. This was a necessity that forced
them to turn to the Patriarchal Decision of 1920, which gives several directives as to how to
restore ecclesiast ical  administrat ion in case of i ts l iquidat ion by the communist government.  The
Russian Bishops at present are, on the average, young pastors who have not undergone the
KGB vett ing for bishops. To simply disregard so many parishes, taken away from the MP,
because they have used the Patr iarchal Decision of 1920 instead of including them in the proper
orqanizat ion in Russia would be real lv cr iminal.  But also includino them into the Church
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iur isdict ion Abroad would be unnatural .  To resolve this matter on the side of Abroaders alone,

witnout their  part ic ipat ion is also not natural .  They quite just ly want to base their  existence upon

the Patr iarchal Decisron l t  is urgent ly necessary to create two ecclesiast ical  provinces: in

Russia and Abroad. How to organize their  relat ions a bi t  later -  is a future matter,  but at  the

start, the matter has to be resolved together.
Actual ly at present,  our ideology and the ideology of our Russian bishops is the same and i t

has to be treasured. l f  our Counci l  wi l l  not stand on this posi t ion, I  foresee nothing but terr ible

temotat ions for al l  the fai thful .
Viadyka! Right now we stand on the edge of a total  moral catastrophe. l t  is qui te obvious that

we have not toped with the problem that was laid upon us by Divine providence and was

predest ined so clear ly by our former Metropol i tans.
The Counci l  can and has to straighten out this misunderstanding, but who wi l l  raise this

quest ion at the meeting? Wil l  any one support  my ideas? What to do i f  my memos just stay in the

archives? |  doubt that I  wi l l  be able to part ic ipate in this Councrl  and therefore my feel ing is that

we are rol l ing unrestrained into the abyss and now i t  is especial ly v iv id and painful  Help Vladyka,

to straighten out this terr ible l ist ing of the ship. Yesterday I  met with Bishop John (Legky) when he

visi ted me. He is also very sad about a lot  in the act ions of Vladyka Metropol i tan, and probably

would support  you t f  you would be wi l l ing to comply with my request,
I  would l ike to know what do you think? Are you ready to raise this quest ion on your part  or in

my name? |  belreve you have the mater ial  l f  not.  certainly I  wi l l  i t  to send you. I  do not need a

long let ter,  but only yes or "no".  And the sooner,  the better ln any case you could answer me by

teleohone.
Asking for your holy prayers I  rematn your Ioving brother in Christ + Bishop Gregory

Note: There was no response to this let ter -  nerther in wri t ing nor by telephonel

A CONFERENCE ON THE "HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 1917-1933 ' '

According to information rn the Nezavisimaya Gazeta" (  Independent Gazette") of_November

2B'r  2OOi [ f rere was a conference held in the suburbs of Budapest in the residence of the Budim

Serbran Diocese. The conference's theme was the "History of the Russian Orthodox Church
jg17- j933 as  was dec ided a t  the  sess ion  o f  the  ROCOR Counc i l  o f  B ishops  he ld  in  2000.  In  the

decrsion i t  is stated that the aim of the Conference is " to histor ical ly evaluate the course of the

Russian Orthodox Church" after the Revolut ion. In the view of the organizers, at  f i rst  the

Conference was to be held outside Russia, but " i t  is not to be excluded that s imi lar conferences

wil l  be held in Moscow or St.  Petersburg".  The end result  of  such conferences wi l l  be "the creat ion

of a set of  quest ioned and disputed assert ions which relate, f rom the histor ical  point of  v iew, to

any one part  of  the Russian Orthodox Church which aim to remove the obstacles for future

communion  in  the  Tru th"  (Minu tes  #  7  o f  the  Counc i l  o f  B ishops ,  2000,  Dec is ion  lV ,  para .  G)

(Emphas is  by  "Ch N )'  
The organiter of  thrs conference was the main assistant to Archbishop Mark of Germany,

Archpriesi  Nicholas Artemov. The ROCOR was represented by (besides Fr.  Artemov, of course)

Archpriest Alexander Lebedev Archpriest Victor Potapov, Pr iest-monk Evf imy (Logvinov),  Maria

Sockova and a permanent restdent of Moscow, Michael Nazarov, whose adherence to the

ROCOR is  more  than dub ious .
From the MP clergymen who part ic ipated were Archimandri te Tikhon (Shevkunov) and

Archpriest Valent in Asmus. The "academic authori t ies" were represented by Olga Vasi l ieva,

Anatoly Kashevarov, Sergrus Firsov, Michael Shkarovsky, Stanislav Petrov and Alexander

Zhuravsky.
Furthei i t  is reported that "Since during the del iberat ions the clergymen of ROCOR expressed

the wish to convene (even i f  in the distant future) a Pan-Russian Counci l  with the part ic ipat ion of

f the oarts of urch which sent conferen
'a conci l ia t ich has exi

years '  " .  (Emphas is  by  "Ch.  N. " )
The two page report  of  this conference ends with the sentence. 'Despite the pr inciple

di f ferences of opinion in views and evaluat ions among the part ic ipants, the meeting in Sentendra

lsf t  the most qlowinq impression of the pastors of the Church Abroad Iknowing their  v iews -this is

in no,ruay sulpr is ing, 'Ch. N." l  and there rs a readiness on the part  of  both sides to have a

dialogue and possibi l i ty of  the Russian histor ians to assist  and arrange this dialogue".
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MOSCOW PATRIARCH PROMOTES AN OIL COMPANY

The spir i tual  leaders of the Moscow Patr iarchate never stop being the objects of publ ic
sensat ional ism The very latest of  them is the appearance of Alexis l l  on TV promoting the oi l
company LUKoi l  Several  publ ishing media have reacted to this unprecedented commercial
promotion by the Moscow Patr iarch. The newspaper "Moscovski i  Komsomolets" ("Moscow
Komsomolets" a Communist newspaper) publ ished a short  art ic le on December 4'n ent i t led:
"Alexis l l  Photographed for Nonprof i t  Reasons "

According to MP representat ives this appearance on TV was made at no cost However,  the
Moscow Komsomolets reports that the Patr iarch supported the act iv i ty of the oi l  company, which
has an impressive role in Azerbai jan and has bui l t  there a cathedral .  Speaking ironical ly,  the "M
K" says "The interests of the oi l  company and the Patr iarchate coincided. After al l ,  the
appearance of an Orthodox cathedral  in a Muslrm country also strengthens the posit ion of the
Orthodox Church. Thus to deem the part ic ipat ion of the Patr iarch in the LUKoi l  advert isement as
utter ly free of charge is not qui te correct.  l f  Alepkperov ( the president of the company) is not
personal ly paying the Patr iarch, nevertheless transferr ing oi l  dol lars in suff ic ient amounts for
bui lding churches supports the Orthodox Church

The newspaper 'Moscovskoye Vremia" (Moscow Times')  of  November 20'n reports that
Ridiger was seen outside the church surrounded by the main adminrstrators of the company as
wel l  as within the gl i t ter ing iconostas Over hrm there popped up on the screen " '10 years of
LUKoi l  -  for the good of Russia".  In this advert isement the Patr iarch said: "We are grateful  to
LUKoi l  for i ts support  of  many Russian Orthodox Church projects aimed at the restorat ion and
revival  of  what was destroyed in the past years'

On December 5'"  "Ecumenical News Internat ional" copied the art ic le by Andrew Zolotov from
the "Moscow Times"

No matter how generously the MP might be supported by any company or pr ivate person unt i l
now the Orthodox Church has shown her grat i tude by prayers for the contr ibutors. According to
the  unan imous asser t ions  o f  var ious  repor te rs ,  th rs  company a lone gave the  MP tens  o f  mi l l ions
of  do l la rs .

ISRAELI GOVERNMENT IGNORES JERUSALEM PATRIARCH

According to the bul let in "Ecumenical News Internat ional" of  December Sth, the lsrael i
government categorical ly refuses to acknowledge and approve the new Jerusalem Patr iarch
lreneos because i t  considers him a Palest inian Meanwhi le the governments of Jordan and
Palest inians have approved his elect ion

Not a single representat ive of the lsrael i  government attended the instal lat ion ceremony of the
newly elected Patr iarch in August.  So far not a single lsrael i  minister met or spoke with him. The
local authori t ies insrst that they have information from the securi ty agencies, which cannot be
publtshed, that the Patrrarch is connected with the Palest inian Liberat ion groups.

This affront to the Patr iarch has also pract ical  consequences. For example, the government
refused to give visas to persons invi ted by the Patr iarch. Al l  the efforts to organize the meeting of
Patr iarch with the highest lsrael i  of f ic ials so far have been unsuccessful ,  al though i t  is known that
he already met with the Jordanran King.

The Jerusalem Patr iarchate is the largest landowner in lsrael and even the land on which the
lsrael i  Parl iament stands belongs to him. The Patr iarch stated that he wi l l  have to negot iate the
agreements of the rents, but that he is not going to use this to undermine the stabi l i ty of  lsrael 's
government.

Patrtarch gave an interview to the newspaper "Jerusalem Post" and stressed that he has no
intent ions to middle in pol i t ical  matters. " l  am not pro-Palest inian, not pro- lsrael i ,  nor pro-anything.
I  am only pro-God' ,  said the Patr iarch He also noted that among the Christ ians under his
jur isdict ion there are not only Palest inians, but also Greeks, Arabs, Romanians and a lot  of  non-
Jews from the former Soviet Union.

FINANCIAL PROBLEMS IN THE "ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AMERICA' '

The agency "Orthodox Christ ian News Service, Inc." on December'13th publ ished a let ter
signed by Nina Tkachuk Dimas in which i t  is reported that information about large contr ibut ions
over the past 3 years by two related foundat ions which are l inked to Metropol i tan Theodosius and
remained unaudited and need uodat ino.
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According to the publ ished information about donat ions to chari table and rel igious

organizat ions, the OCA have received between '1999 and 2000 $4, 575,000.
The off ic ial  publ icat ion of the OCA "The Orthodox Church" for December, states (with no

explanat ion),  that Bishop Innocent of Hagerstown is suspended and sent into ret i rement.  At the
same t ime, three pr iests were suspended and 4 deposed. Again, no explanat ion was given.

We reported a few years ago that these financial affairs in the OCA resulted in a sort of
revolut ion within i ts administrat ion. Are not these mass suspensions and deposit ions the result  of
protests against the First  Hierarch for his unwi l l ingness to give the account of management of
such huge sums of donated money?

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN MOSCOW

The newspaper "Moscow Komsomolets" of November 14th reported that the authori t ies of the
Moscow Educat ional Distr ict  and the Moscow Patr iarchate have signed an agreement about
introducing rel igious educat ion in secular schools on a voluntary basis.

I t  provides for cooperat ion in var ious matters, namely warnings about the harmfulness of
smoking, of drugs and involvement in sects

Amazingly the agreement in no way mentions a struggle by the Church against the widely
advert ised moral perversions on TV screens in Russia.

According to NTVRU/Rel igion and Society '  theological  facult ies already funct ion in nine higher
educat ional rnst i tutrons Unfortunately i t  rs also reported that the developed poly-confessional
( i .e ,  about var ious farths) governmental  educat ional standard rn the f ie ld of theology wi l l  a l low the
student on their  own free wi l l  to gain a knowledge of the world rel ig ions."

The study of world rel ig ions, without a substant ial  knowledge of one's own Orthodox fai th wi l l
be very harmful for students. Surely the MP knows this.  Therefore, there is nothing to be happy
about here.


