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DECLARATION OF MOTHER OF ONE ACCUSER OF METROPOLITAN VALENTIN

.___, 
to' the Presidium of the Suoreme Court of the Russian Federation

From: Kutsyk Galina Valerianovna
Res. lvanovskaya Region
Gavri lo-Posadsky Housing Development
3, Splavnaya St.
Passport  ser ial  # |X-SG-#532181
lssued by OVD Sombor Regional Comm.
Lvov Reqion. March 16'n 1982

DECLARATION

l, G. V. Kutsyk, am the mother of Evgeny Romanovich Kutsyk and Veniamin Romanovich Kutsyk, who have stated
that they were persecuted by Fr. Andrew Osetrov, Fr. Dimitry Krasovsky and Sister Sophia Morozova, with whom they
l ived at one t ime when they worked for the church in Suzdal;  that they demanded my chi ldren give some test imony and
demanded that they be photographed in a video against Metropol i tan Valent in and promised them money to buy a house
and get them jobs.

In the beginning they refused, but then afterwards quite often some young people came from "Nashe Delo" ("Our
Cause"). When I became interested in why were they coming and what they wanted, my son Evgeny answered that this is
his hi t-guard who promised to buy him a house.

I advised my son Evgeny Kutsyk to refuse and to do nothing of the sort, but my son Evgeny Kutsyk said that if he
refuses, they might "pin him down". Then they several  t imes transported him and I  again advised him not to have anything
to do with them; maybe a mother's heart felt this would come to no good end, but he replied that they constantly threaten
him and he is fr ightened for himself .  I  strongly advise the Supreme Court not to accept the false test imonies of my son
Evgeny Kutsyk and not to include his test imony in the case, as i t  was given under strong pressure and threats on the part
of investigator Yegorov as well as on the part of young men from "Nashe Delo".

This is my declaration and request, made without any pressure from the victim or by lawyers, to which I do testify with
my handwri t ing. December 10'n,2002

. City of Suzdal, Vladimir region, December twenty third, year two thousand and two,
Galina Valerievna Kutsvk

INTERROGATION

Moscow September g'n 2002
by me, legal counsel for Judicial  Consultat ion # 71 lnterregional Associat ion of Lawyers to assist  c i t izens and

employers, Ryzhov Vladimir Vasilievich, in concordance with the paragraph 9 "on lawyer's activities and the profession of
a barrister" of the Russian Federation of citizen Galina Valerievna Kutsyk registered as residing in lvanovskaya Region,
Gavrolo-Posadsky Region, 3, Splavnaya St.  Profession: unemployed.

The interrogation proceeded with my approval.
1. Has your son Veniamin related to you that Metropolltan Valentin proposed that he enter into sexual relations?

Answer: This I  did not hear from my son Veniamin and he did not relate that to me.
2. Have you read the minutes of the interrogation conducted by the investigator Yegorov?

Answer: I have not read the minutes.
3. Did investigator Yegorov read the text of the minutes of you interrogation vocally?

Answer: No, the invest igatorYegorov has not read aloud such minutes.
4. Did invest igator Yegorov wri te the minutes by hand or pr int  them on a computer?

Answer: Yegorov wrote them by hand.
5. What did your son Veniamin say about why he gave test imony against Metropol i tan Valent in?

Answer: He was threatened that he would be sent to a mental institution: the threats were from Yegorov.
6. Did your son Evgeny tel l  you of threats on the part  of  invest igator Yegorov?

Answer: Yes, the same as with Veniamin, that he was fr ightened that he would be put into a mental  inst i tut ion.
7. Did they indicate, and if so in what form, that the representatives of "Nash Delo" put pressure on them?

Answer: Yes. They threatened my son Veniamin, the threats were in form of pressure warning them about criminal
responsibi l i ty for changing test imony.

B. Did the Members of "Nashe Delo" promise mater ial  rewards for test imony against Metropol i tan Valent in and in what\J 
manner?

Answer: Yes. They promised to buy my son Evgeny a house in Suzdal, find work for him as a guard and from time to time
give Him monetary rewards for small expenses.

9. Did Evgeny say that he has a guard?
Answer: Yes. He did and they came to us in the Petrovsky development.
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10. Did the members of "Nashe Delo" often come to pick up Evgeny, and did they take him with them and for how
long?
AnJwer: A week before the court hearing in August, 2002, they took Evgeny and he lived with them. That is why they

. came and he lived with the members of "Nashe Delo" for sometimes two days, rarely three'
!-/ 

| can only add and plead that the court not accept the testimony of my son Evgeny, but it be compassionate
because hsis mentally illand is registered with a mental hospital. I have read this and have no objections'

Herewith t testify that the above text is a transcription from the hand-written text into print.

Note: Attention should be paid in this interrogation to the fact that one of the brothers, Veniamin, despite pressure and
threats on part of the "mighty," firmly rescinded his earlier testimony against Metropolitan Valentin, while his sick brother
Evgeny continues to be ful ly jn the hands of the organization "Nashe Delo", which is forcing him to continue the slander.

Also: we have a copy of the Declaration by Metropolitan Valentin to the European Court for Human Rights in

Strasbourg, France.
According to information we have received, this court has sent Vladyka Metropolitan verification that his appeal was

received and was also assigned a case number. This is proof that the Court intends to hear this case.

REPEATED DESECRATION OF ST. VLADIMIR GHAPEL ON ZNAMENSKY CEMETARY IN SUZDAL

According to Internet information from Vertograd/Razsylk a # 343 of January 30th, criminals have again on January ZTth

desecrated the chapel built by the First HierarCh of the ROAC Metropolitan Valentin in Znamensky Cemetery in Suzdal.

Assistants of the defrocked A. Osetrov already have previously desecrated this chapel.
According to this report "The blasphemers this time used liquid tar to paint inscriptions offensive to the faithful children

of the Russian Church which was delivered to the cemetery by truck. ls quite obvious that this is not a prank, supposedly
played by children, as the Suzdal militia wants to represent it, but an act carefully prepared by adults. The indirect
parlcipation in such wild crimes by the leadership of the Suzdal administration is seen in the fact that numerous cases of

desecration of sanctuaries of the ROAC, acts of violence against her clergy and lay people, and stubborn refusal to

investigate these cases, puts them in unfavorable light'
As iI states further "the reaction of the law enforcement authorities to multiple cases of monstrous outrage upon the

Orthodox testi1es that they have placed the ROAC outside of law and have deprived her of the rights guaranteed by the

. . Constitut ion and the international obligations of Russia to r ights and l iberty".

AN OPEN LETTER ABOUT "ELDER" JOHN KRESTIANKIN

We have received through the Internet an open letter addressed to an MP priest who recently visited Pechory, the

residence of John Krestiant<in widely renown in Russia as an "elder". This letter is of interest from various points of view,

therefore we have decided to publish it also in our publication. The letter is entitled: "About the health of elder John

Krestiankin and other three elders of the MP".

Venerable Fr. Georgel In 1976 lwas a novice in the Dormit ion Pskovo-Pechorsky Monastery, towhich lwas invited by

Fr. John Krestiankin, w-t-rose own brother lhelped to bury in the spring of 1976 atthe German Cemetery in Lefortovo, and

so, for 26 years I have known Fr. John and Fr. Adrian Kirsanov. Besides them, there are two other elders in the MP: Fr.

Naum in the Trinity-Sergius Lavra and Fr. Cyril, also renown in the Lavra.
One should noi forg6t that Fathers John and Adrian were also tonsured in the Trinity-Sergius Lavra; they are highly

moral persons, but their "Orthodoxy" is questionable and this is why:
1. you wil l  have no problems ln t inOing the magazine "Continenl '#97 of 1998. In i t  the renown Archimandrite Zinon is

interviewed by the editor Vinogradov, stat-ng that he himself saw that Fr. John and other respected "Pskovo-
pechorsky elders" receive com-munion with i Catholic priest in the san_ctuary of the Dormition Pskov-Pechorsky

Monastery. lt is also stated that secretly from the people, in the Trinity-sergius Monastery, in the church in honor

of the Smolensk lcon of the Theotokos an ecumenist Catholic church is established, and that services with

Catholics also are held in the EcclesiasticalAcademy.
2. lnformation verifying concelebrations with Catholics in the "Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate" # 11 of 1978' The

reasoning of the Benedictine Monk (Priest) Boniface Titel (Austria, with a degree from the Leningrad Ecclesiastical

AcademY, P. 18-20).
3. Here we have the "Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate" #2, 1983 with photographs on p. 51: On May 191h His

Holiness patriarch of Ethiopia Abuna Tekle Haimanot participated in the rite of Panagia after the end of the Divine

Liturqy in the pskovo-pechorsky Monastery". The Ethiopian Monophysite, coming out of the St. Michael Church is

OfesJiirg the people with the cross; in front goes Priest-monk Pimen with the chalice; later.he left the monastery in

the same *"y as many others have done. the inscription of the left is significanf ."May 6th. at the invitation of the
preliminary International Committee for the World Conference of 'Religigus activists for the preservation of the

sacred gift of life from nuclear catastrophe' which was held on May 10-14. Representatives of the Ethiopian church

arrived in Moscow headed by His Holiness Patriarch Abuna Tekle Haimanot. He was accompanied by Archbishop
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Gabriel  Abba, Bishop Abba Garima (Volde Selentant Kirkos),  Archimandri te El ias (Teke Sel intant El ias Abebe),
and Deacon Abebau ligzau. From the 16th to 17th the esteemed guests visited ancient Pskov, Pushkin Mountains,
the village of Trigorskoye where they visited A. S. Pushkin's grave in the Sviatorogsky Monastery, as well as

. ./' Pskov-Pechersky Monastery in which they prayed in St. Michael CathedraL.- 
After the service, the guests were greeted by the Deputy Archimandrite Gabriel.

In a response, His Hol iness Ethiopian Patr iarch Abuna Tekle Heimanot expressed his deep grat i tude to Patr iarch
Pimen and to the hospitable owners of the community. From the St. Michael Cathedral the guests proceeded to the
monastery's refectory, where after dinner "many years" was proclaimed for the representatives of the Ethiopian Church".

Please note, honored Fr. George, that in Pskov there are many empty churches which are falling apart. Two such
churches are in lsborsk in the Pechora region. Why would not the authorities hand these churches over to Suzdal's
Metropolitan Valentin so that to the 1 100 year jubilee of Pskov would be beautiful and nice for the public?

I will tell you why. Because Metropolitan Valentin and his flock are being persecuted for their faithfulness to Orthodoxy,
namely, for faithfulness to the 85 Apostolic Canons and the so-called elders with high morals no one persecutes because
these "elders" help the authorities convert Orthodox Russia to the faith of antichrist; maybe they do not want to help, but
they are made to understand that if so, they will not able to come to the caves they will be chased out into the open fields.

And regarding the illness of Fr. John: the very close spiritual daughter to Fr. Adrian, who has easy access to Fr. John's
cel l ,  related that Fr.  John fel l  into seni l i ty and now no one may see him; he is hidden from the publ ic.  She said that even
very close cell attendants of Fr. John are scandalously thrown out of his cell. This servant of God, the virgin
Goustovarova, resides in Pechory, Sennaya St. #4. She also related that some of daughters of Fr. Adrian have become
mental ly i l l .  L iuda Uzelkova was taken to the mental  hospital ,  so the others.

Recent ly Goustovarova was working as a podriasnik i roner close to Fr.  John's cel l  and could see how he was going
seni le.  I  saw i t  too. To get close to Fr.  John's cel l  is impossible, due to the numerous guards and many video-cameras on
the roof.  Honored Fr.  George, please let  me know your address, last name and where you serve? By the way, Fr.  John is
taken by wheelchair, according to Goustovarova, and this contradicts your statement that he goes for walks. lt has been
noticed that the Pechora neuropathologist, Dr.Axenova, often visits the monastery.

Respectfully, S. of God, George Fedotov, Pechory, Vokzalnaya St. 14-33.
January 21"', 2003.

From another repori from the same Mr. Fedotov: "On the state of health of Archimandrite John Krestiankin" of the same

, date, it is reported that physicians have established that Fr. John is suffering from Alzheimer's disease.
Church Tradition witnesses that no matter how old the genuine Grace-bearing elders got, they never fell into senility

and retained their clarity of mind until the last moments of their lifel

. .DIPLOMATIC' '  FEAT OF ARCHBISHOP MARK OF BERLIN

According to information publ ished overthe Internet by the parish of Three Saints in Garf ield,  NJ on Sunday, February
9, Archbishop Mark of Berlin served an early liturgy and after that at the invitation of German President Johannes Rau
went to a meeting held in the state theater. The information states that it wasn't easy for Archbishop Mark to devote a
Sunday to such an activity, but he did it feeling that it is necessary to use the opportunity to represent the interests of
ROCORI

A meeting took place in the concert hall and was opened by a speech of the German President about cultural
connect ions between Germany and Russia and then, the President of the RF Put in spoke on the same theme.

At the following reception Archbishop Mark had the opportunity to personally converse with both presidents, besides
whom 2 MP bishops were also present:  Longin and Theophan. With the lat ter Archbishop Mark had several  meetings
dedicated to unit ing the MP and the ROCOR. Mr. Put in was glad to see these three hierarchs present.

Archbishop Mark pointed out to President Put in that such a meeting was possible only in Germany because of the
insurmountable obstacles in other places. But is not it rather because very few of the faithful will find out about such a
meeting there? lf such a meeting were to have happened, let us say in New York, it would have created a widespread
scandal. Archbishop Mark also pointed out that in the relations between the MP and the ROCOR certain difficulties exist
(most certainly, Archbishop Mark had in mind only these 2 parts of the Russian Church, totally ignoring the existence of
the Catacomb Church) and proposed Putin take the initiative in the matter of unification, since in this case the interests of
the Church and the state are the same. Put in l iked the idea and said he wi l l  th ink about how to accomplish i t .

It is self evident that the "thoughts" of President Putin will coincide with those of the Moscow Patriarchate and this
means that their pressure upon the Russian Autonomous Church will become law and will be considerably fortified.

UNFORTUNATE FALL OF ATHONITE MONASTERY OF ESPHIGMENOU

Recently the monastery of Esphigmenou has experienced a new period of persecution. In previous times during
persecution ol the monastery, the monks were defiant in their defense of the true Faith, being grounded upon the
principles of Orthodoxy The last attempt to evict the non-commemorating monks of Esphigmenou was in September of
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eventually dispersed and left the monks in peace until the present time.

As we have seen in the history of Orthodoxy (even in the Old Testament) when the true Faith is not upheld, God's
protection does not rest upon those who do not uphold the Faith. Unhappily, it seems that we shall see this confirmed
anew in the upcoming expulsion of the monks of Esphigmenou from the Holy Mountain Athos. Recently, a sorrowful turn
of events occurred in the history of the monastery of Esphigmenou that saddened the other zealot monks of the Holy
Mountain. The leaders of the monastery (the synaxis) elected to remain with the fallen Archbishop Chrysostom ll (Kiousis)
of Athens, the head of one fraction of the Greek Old Calendarists. This hierarch and his synod of bishops have fallen into
the ecumenism espoused by Cyprian of Fili by electing and elevating to the episcopacy the notorious Cyprianite
ecumenist, Archimandrite Paul (Stratigeas) of Astoria, NY. Paul was "consecrated" despite a history of ecumenist
activities and statements of which he had never formally repented. Here is a sampling of his statements made while a
member of the Greek Orthodox Old Calendarists and contrary to their confession of Faith:

1. "Bartholomew, of course.. .  is the presiding hierarch of Orthodoxy"!
2. "At St.  Markel la 's (a church under Paul)  thousands of our Greek people attend services. But I  am having a problem

of conscience because they are spir i tual  chi ldren of Bartholomew, al l  of  them. They belong to the Church of
Bartholomew. I belong to the Church of Chrysostom who has specifically stated that we do not provide the
Mysteries to those who follow the New Calendar. Yet I provide the Mysteries to the followers of the New Calendar".

3. "We need humil i ty,  repentance, and to return to the Mother Church".
4. " ln my conscience I  belong to the Ecumenical Patr iarchate and to the Ecumenical Patr iarch Bartholomew...  I

identify myself with his course, and I am aware that these words shall cost me. But it doesn't concern me, because
I believe in the truth".

[These quotations were taken from an interview given to Theodore Kalmoukas of the "National Herald," which
was printed in that paper's issue of Tuesday, May 24'n,1994.1

Paul's history of ecumenism did not end in 1994. Because of Archimandrite Paul's statements and actions, the synod of
Chrysostom ll Kiousis hesitated to ordain him a bishop. In 1994, Chrysostom ll broke communion with the ROCA because
of i ts union with Cyprian of Fi l i .  At that t ime, Paul,  in his insat iable desire to be ordained to the episcopacy, jo ined the
ROCA. When Metropol i tan Vitaly hesi tated to ordain him, Paul joined the Synod of Cyprian of Fi l i  for a short  t ime, hoping
to be ordained there. At that t ime, he gr ievously insulted his former synod and president (Chrysostom l l  Kiousis) with the
following publicly printed statements:

1. "Archbishop Chrysostom Kiousis and his. . .  bishops proceeded with the deposit ion of the r ighteous Metropol i tan
Cyprian and his bishops, who never joined the new synod under Kiousus, for 'ecumenism',  on grounds that,  l ike
Archbishop Peter,  (an uncle of Paul,  "Ch. N") they considered the New Calendarists to have grace".

2. "Because of the extremist course that is being followed by Archbishop Chrysostom Kiousis, we saw no recourse
but to return to the church which gave Archbishop Peter his episcopacy and which has an ecclesiology simi lar to
his own, that of  recognizing Grace among the ai l ing New Calendarist  and modernists."

3. " . . . (S)tand up f i rmly and in truth against the extremists (Archbishop Chrysostom and his Synod) who today wish, for
personal reasons, to divide us traditionalists. They are hateful people with foul tongues and the tactics of politicians
and propagandists"

4. "Archbishop Chrysostom and all his bishops... (have) adopted a baseless theology, ecclesiology".
5. " . . . (S) imply ref lect ing on the fact that Metropol i tan Cyprian and his bishops.. .  were deposed by Archbishop

Chrysostom and his synod, and that for 'ecumenism',  that is bel ieving that the New Calendarists have Grace. This
is not the act of competent individuals, if you will forgive me. And where incompetence rules in matters of proper
order, how can one look for authoritative competence?"

6. "While the New Calendarists and Ecumenists have deviated from the correct belief... they have not wholly
succumbed to heresy.. . .  "

7 .  "And we consider i t  our duty to minister to those who are.. .  caught in the traps of Modernism and Ecumenism.. . .  "  l f
we are condemned for this,  than we are condemned with the Church Fathers and great Counci ls,  the Russian
Orthodox Church Abroad, Metropol i tan Cyprian and his bishops, and the Bulgarian and Romanian Old
Calendarists"

[The above quotations are taken from an interview by the editorial staff of the Russian periodical 'Pravoslavnaya

Rus',  which is publ ished by the ROCA, Jordanvi l le,  New York. The art ic le is pr inted in 'Orthodox Tradit ion'vol .8 #
1 , 1 9 9 6 ,  p p . 1 0 - 1 7 1

He has maintained the above Cypriani te ecclesiology even to this day. The Synod of Chrysostom l l  Kiousis accepted
him back and even endorsed him by publishing a statement in their official periodical affirming that he is "a very righteous
man" and "the only hope for Orthodoxy in America" ! His "consecration" by Kiousis took place on February 26'n, '1998.

When Archimandrite Paul was consecrated, the monks of Esphigmenou made no protest and even received him as a
lawful Orthodox bishop in their monastery. This was in direct opposition to the former abbot's initial reaction. When he
(Abbot Evfimios) heard that Paul was to be ordained, he notified Chrysostom ll Kiousis that if this happened, his
monastery would cease commemoration the archbishop.

Their subsequent acceptance of Paul was the turning pointing the history of the monastery's position as confessing
Orthodox Christians. They had accepted Ecumenism in the person of Paul and continued to commemorate Chrysostom ll
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Kiousus, and now it seems that they are going to suffer the consequences of their apostasy from the true Falth. The loss
of their  monastery and the dispersion of their  monks seems immanent.  May God enl ighten them unto their  repentance
and salvat ion. Other zealot,  non-commemorat ing monks of the Holy Mountain are not in communion with the Synod of
Archbishop l l  Kiousis precisely because of his aforementioned subsequent uncanonical  act ions.

+ Bishop Gregory of Denver and Colorado

"The New York Times" on February 8'n has devoted almost a full page to the Esphigmenou monastery.
As is known, it was demanded that the monks leave the monastery before the deadline of January 2B'n, however, they

have categorically refused to obey and have not left.
The persecution of this monastery on part of the New Calendarists almost caused an international sensation and the

Greek government is afraid of loosing the reputation of being a democratic state. Therefore, not daring to apply force, the
police watches from a distance, so that no one can enter the monastery and also was ordered not to let any of the
Esphigmenou monks, who might be outside the monastery borders, to return. A number of representatives of other Mt.
Athos monasteries have declared that they vowed to "get rid of them by hook, crook or judicial fiat".

However, Fr. loannis, the chief secretary of the council of monastery representatives, said: "We don't intend to shoot
them or use force against them or even give them the pleasure of making them look like martyrs" and added: "They have
to understand that they cannot be the Tal iban."

At the same t ime, the monastery's leader Fr.  Methodius said, that they also have "300 bul lets" and l i f ted his weapons -
a prayer rope of 300 knots.

According to a reporter, despite the restriction of the transport of food and medicine, the monastery may survive for
quite some time, up to two years. Most of the monks eat only once a day and even that is not every day. The monastery
never had electr ic i ty,  mirrors, warm water for washing and in general  any of the conveniences of modern civ i l izat ion. The
roads in the monastery region also are not paved.

Meanwhi le,  the neighboring monaster ies long ago not only have the above-mentioned conveniences, but telephones
and even computers. An Esphigmenou monk Neophit  r ight ly noted, " these things do not benef i t  a monast ic l i fe".

According to Internet information, whose source is the Esphigmenou Monastery, the first victim of the New Calendarist
persecution was a 24 year old monk Tryphon. On February 8'n he wanted to bring back the monastery's tractor, which
was left 2 miles away before the police blockade that began the week before. At the police checkpoint, he was denied
access to return to the monastery, so Fr. Tryphon took an alternative path along a perilous mountain precipice. In the poor
weather conditions the tractor rolled off the path down the mountainside, fatally injuring Fr. Tryphon.

According to the bulletin "Ecumenical News International" of February 5'n, according to a decree of Greek Emperor
Constantine of 1060 women were forbidden to enter the Mt. Athos, however, we have learned that "the council which
administrates Mt. Athos aqreed last summer to allow women onto the mountain as far as Zvgos, a ruined
monastery located iust inside the border of the territory".

One would think that such information would create an internat ional sensat ion, but we f ind about i t  af ter many months
and at that -- only from an Ecumenist bulletin which is received by very few people!

Human rights activists are already discussing the rights of women to visit Mt. Athos on the level of the European Union.
I t  is considered that " the prohibi t ion was adopted thousand years ago, in the epoch of the dark Middle Ages in Europe"
and "nowadays when equal r ights for men and women are off ic ial ly recognized, the prohibi t ion can not be val id any more".

"Bad misfortune is the beginning," says a Russian proverb.

SERBIAN CHURCH AND THE CATHOLICS

The newspaper of the Serbian Church in America, publ ished in Serbian and Engl ish languages for February has
reported that the Serbian "clergy" in a few days are leaving for the Vatican, where they will spend 6 days in order to
improve their  relat ions with the Roman Cathol ics.

Probably, not to scare their flock with such an event, the delegation is described by the newspaper as consisting of
clergy, while in fact it is headed by Metropolitan Amfilohije and Bishops lrinej and Lavrentije.

The newspaper explains that the relat ions of Serbian Church and Cathol ics became worse under the rule of communist
Slobodan Milosovich and that the current Pope has made improvement of relations with Orthodox a goal of his pontificate.

During May of the last year Cardinal Kasper visited Belgrade.
The Serbian delegation will be received by the Pope and numerous Vatican officials.
It seems that the efforts to improve the relations with Catholics have sufficiently disturbed the Orthodox Serbs, because

the Church was forced to officially deny accusations that it had stepped on the road of servility to the Holy See.
As it is reported in the denial, the purpose for travel to Vatican is "an exchange of views, with mutual respect, about

many issues about which we may even disagree".  At the end of this denial  there is made a "calming" declarat ion that
supposedly "our delegat ion is certainly not going to Rome to just passively l isten".

The memory of the Serbian hierarchy must have considerably weakened and they have forgotten that in the 1940's on
order of their  fanat ical  Cathol ic president Pavel ich and with the knowledge of Pope Pius Xl l  the Croat Cathol ics
slaughtered nearly 800,000 Serbs only because they were Orthodox. The Catholics baptized Orthodox by force and those
who would not consent to betrav their Faith were herded into churches with the doors and windows locked and were
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burned to death. At that t ime, even the huge shipping r iver Danube had to stop al l  navigat ions for several  days, because
of the numerous f loat ing bodies!

ABOUT "THE ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AMERICA' '

From the circles of the "Orthodox Church in America" we have received information that "Archbishop Lazar" Puhalo
and Bishop Varlaam Novokashonov have appealed to this Synod to be admitted into their hierarchy.

On may 24'n of the past year the Synod in principle agreed to accept them, but at that time did not formalize their
status.

Upon reviewing the presented documentation the Synod has accepted both men as retired hierarchs of the OCA.
Deacon Lev Puhalo ("Archbishop Lazarus" by the decree of the ROCOR of early 80s was defrocked for spreading his

own heresy about "soul-sleep" of those deceased. We have no information on the personality of Bishop Varlaam
Novakshonov. However, the acceptance of a person who was defrocked for preaching heresy demonstrates the
undemanding pol icy of the OCA!

KESTON NEWS SERVICE DISCONTINUES ITS EXISTENCE

According to information of newspaper "The Christian News" of February 241h agency Keston News Service, known
world-wide for defending the r ights of those persecuted for their  rel igrous convict ions, on January 28'  was forced to close
down because of lack of funds, which were provided by donat ions.

The agency was establ ished in 1970 and was very useful  in cases of persecut ion of rel ig ion in the USSR and other
countr ies. As the newspaper wri tes, "without KNS, an important tool  for pol i t ical  pressure and valuable information wi l l  be
lost"

Members of the persecuted Russian Orthodox Autonomous Church wi l l  acutely feel  the closing of this agencyl

THE EUROPEAN UNION AND GOD

"The New York Times" on January 5'h has publ ished an art ic le with the t i t le "Europe Debates Where to Admit God to
Union",  about a conference of the European Union, which besides the matters of f inancial  def ic i ts has establ ished a
committee of 13 members which was to make a draft of a charter about... the relationship to God.

The committee is to study var ious proposals which describe the "spir i tual  her i tage of Europe" and also "God as the
source of truth". After that, the committee is to compose a draft of a text that is to become the second article of the
Const i tut ion and in which wi l l  become a declarat ion about the "values" of Europe.

The Roman Cathol ics are the most interested in these negot iat ions, for they want the name of God mentioned in the
const i tut ion, whi le Jews, Musl ims and Protestants are "more muted in their  opinions on the matter".

The representat ives of Poland, l ta ly,  Czechoslovakia and Germany came forward in support  of  the necessity of
mentioning the name of God, who have offered the fol lowing text:  "The Union values include those who bel ieve in God as
the source of t ruth, just ice, good and beauty as wel l  as of those who do not share such bel ief  but respect those universal
values ar is ing from other sources".

The major i ty of the opponents of this formula bel ieve that such a declarat ion might be dangerous for separat ing people
into groups of bel ievers and non-bel ievers --  rnclude delegates from France, Hol land Spain and the Scandinavian nai ions.

In the opinion of the delegates the "matter of  God" is the most controversial  on this gathering.
ln the art ic le i t  is stated that "debates about God are unfamil iar terrain for the European Union which arose only half  a

century ago with the specific priority of cooperation in coal and steel production".
John Bruton, former Premier of l reland said that he bel ieves that " there's an embarrassment to admit t ing to rel ig ious

bel iefs in our modern cul ture."
Former Premier of France, Valery Giscard d'Estaing, at  a meeting with the Pope, who has lobbied for mentioning God,

said that in his opinion "a reference to God does not seem appropriate".
At present the convention consists of 15 members, who represent 10 states of the European Union, is expected to

meetagain in May ot2004 and than i twi l l  be joined by Bulgaria,  Rumania and Turkey.
The charter of this organizat ion, made in 1999 in a German version speaks of a "rel ig ious heri tage" and in French of a

"spir i tual  her i tage".
There is no doubt that the formerly Christ ian Europe over the last hal f  century has become clearly godless. l t  seems,

that the opinion, once expressed by Khomiakoff, that the debates between Roman Catholics and Protestants eventually
wi l l  lead them to atheism in our days looks l ike a prophecy.

ln connect ion with these outrageous debates of the representat ive of the European Union, an unexpectedly very correct
open let ter came from Metropol i tan Kir i l l  of  the MP Foreign Relat ions Department,  who pointed out that "The Russian
Orthodox Church expressed i ts opinion in a special  statement on the work of the Convent ion and also through the
Conference of European Churches, being i ts permanent member".

The ful l text of  this let ter is publ ished bv the parish of Three Hierarchs in Garf ield,  N-.
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The very same agency has also reported in their news that on February 25'n the Archbishop of Athens Christodoulos

has met witn CiscarO d'Estaing and has informed him that the Greek Church is following with keen interest the work of the

Convention and believes that the questions raised by it have great importance. He said that he hopes that "the correct

expressions be found which will correspond to the spiritual and cultural traditions of Europe, that is, the Christian roots of

its peoples".
Archbishop Christodoulos informed d'Estaing that the Greek Church has planned for the beginning of May an

internat ional Convent ion on "The Principles and Values in the Creat ion of Europe" and has invi ted him to part ic ipate.

FLIRTATION BETWEEN CATHOLICS AND "ORTHODOX''

Off ic ial ly,  between Cathol ics and Orthodox strained relat ions exist ,  but actual ly the basic disagreements in the major i ty

of cases are not over matters of faith, but present a political game, behind which stand plainly material interests as is

obvious with the Moscow Patriarchate and the Vatican.
Internet information from the parish of Three Saints in Garf ield,  NJ, of February 12'n relates that Athens'  Archbishop

Christodoulos has proposed the Pope send his delegat ion to Greece as a return vis i t  for his "histor ic" stay in Rome during
March of last year. At that time the Pope said to the Greeks that "the Churches have the task to act according to the
model of Good Samari tan. They must forget their  common suffer ings, heal the wounds, and promote that pur i f icat ion of
memory from which will arise sincere forgiveness and fraternal collaboration".

At the same t ime, Fr.  Joseph May, an off ic ial  of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for Promoting Christ ian Unity and who is in

charge of the relat ions with the Orthodox Slavs, said. " l  am convinced that we are already in a process of c lar i f icat ion that
wi l l  cont inue over the next few months".

Despite wide spread information of protests from the MP because the Catholics have established several of their

dioceses in Russia, May reported on the "beaut i ful  let ter" of  Patr iarch Alexis l l  congratulat ing the Pope with Christmas in

which there is also the fol lowing sentence: "Let us take up again relat ions of f raterni ty and chari ty".  He also said that the

Pope would be del ighted i f  he could vis i t  Russia

ROCK CONCERT OFFICIALLY SPONSORED BY THE MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE

The lnternet version of the newspaper "Kommersant-Dai ly" of  January '16'n 2003 reported that in St.  Petersburg "for the
f i rst  t ime a concert  of  the Russian pi l lars of rock took place, off ic ial ly sponsored by the Russian Orthodox Church," which

was named by the organizers "RoKnebu" (Rock to Heaven)!
The largest concert site in the city was selected for the performance and "the concert was for charity and collected

funds to be transferred for the benefit of Orthodox churches attached to St. Petersburg's untversities"!
Further i t  was reported that the rni t iator of  this "splendid idea" was a leader of the youth department of the St.

petersburg diocese, Artemy Skripkin. The inspirers of this were the church-scientific center of the Moscow Patriarchate
"The Orthodox Encyclopedias" and the "Committee for youth of Smolny, which by the way is connected with the youth

department of the St. Petersburg Diocese of the ROC".
Numerous persons part ic ipated in the concert .  The "prominent publ ic ist  and TV speaker Fr.  Andrew Kurayev made the

opening speech. The gist  of  the speech was that rock music is capable of awakenino elevated impulses, fai th and

heavenlv qrace in the heart" ?!
The diocese reported that 14,000 tickets were sold at the cost of 140 to 400 rubles, although present were some 7 of B

thousand persons.
For those who see and hear rock music,  i t  is qui te obvious ihat i t  has absolutely nothing to do with fai th and heavenly

grace.

ABOUT "ORTHODOX CULTURE' '  IN RUSSIA

Over the past year the Educat ion Department of Russia has ordered that in the school curr icula a course of "basics of

Orthodox culture" would be introduced. This decision immediately evoked react ions for and against.  l t  is obvious that

numerous atheists in Russia were against.
Some woman, Al la Borodina, has compi led a textbook for the "basics of Orthodox culture",  but very quickly this

textbook was accused of being "gui l ty of  st i rr ing up nat ional enmity and xenophobia".
The so-cal led "Pan-Russian movement for human r ights" in June of last year f i led a complaint to the prosecutors after

the publ ishing company "Pokrov" pr inted 10,000 copies of the book, as a "guide for elementary and senior schools for
general  educlt ion, lyceums and high schools".  The "coordinat ing counci l  of  ihe Educat ional Department and the Moscow

Patriarchate" recommended the textbook.
The atheist defenders of human rights "complain about the clerical propaganda and violation of the secular character of

the state and even.. .  the ant idemocrat ic pr inciple of col lect ive gui l t  of  a whole nat ion".  l t  turns out that in the text book on
page '114 there is the quest ion: "Why did the Jews cruci fy Christ  and cannot accept the Kingdom of Heaven?"' 

An lnternet publication gazeta.rulprint of January 13th reported that the "defenders of rights" have discovered in this

textbook also attacks on other religions.



9

The oenerat prosecutors office has received the first suit, but transferred it to the office of Ostankino. On September

4,r,';00:2, il" r,igtn"r public prosecutor refused to hear the case about the textbook, but this decision was appealed by

the plaintiffs in the Meshchansky court.
The Meshchansky court has iuled the "denial was unlawful and baseless". As a result,  the author of the book as well as

the prni i .n"i".d distr ibutors of this book are in danger of being put in jai l  because a suit might be f i led agalnst them on

grounds of "st irr ing up of differences among the nation"'
The deputy of ihe'central spir i tual admii istration of Muslims in Russia, Muft i  Farid Salaman, correctly stated, that "the

efforts to correct the faith of any religion in the spirit of so-called "political correctness" is a provocation, which inevitably

brings forth the response of mocking religious feelings".
T"he Agency of Political News of January 21" has reported the General procurator of

Eva
RF Vladimir Oust inov has

who are disgusted bY the"received the apPeal bv rePresen
persecution of the textbook.

According to another agency "Megaphone" of December 16, 2002, atheists even demanded the resignat ion of the

Minister of Educat ion, VtJdimlr Fi l ippov over the textbook "Orthodox Culture" because he recommended i t  as the

preferred form of study that v iolates Russian const i tut ion.
The Moscow patrrarchate bel ieves that the textbook in no way promotes nat ional di f ferences, but of f ic ial ly wi l l  not

interfere in this controversy.
I t  would be interest ing io 1nd out whom is the MP trying to please and, i f  i t  bel ieves that the text book by Borodina is

correct, why does it keeP silent?

BLASPHEMOUS EXHIBIT IN MOSCOW

The newspaper, ,Russki i  Vestnik" ("Russian Herald") reported that on January 14'n in the publ ic Center of Andrew

Sakharov there was opened an exhibi t  of  "actual art"  named "Beware, Rel igion ' '

The opening of such an exhibi t  Sakharov center is not surpr is ing, s ince i t  was common knowledge that he was an

atheist ,  al though not a mi l i tant one and of Jewish or igin,  whose real name was Zuckermann

It  is reported that the exhibi t  has "drawn not tr iv ialhi l i tant atheists,  but rather mi l i tant blasphemers and anarchists".  The

newspaper publ ished several  photographs of this blasphemous exhibi t .  In one of them a young man is depicted si t t ing on

a throne, but with no beard 1a par6oy of the Christ  icon "The Great Hierarch") holding an open book, looking l ike the

Gospel.  Next to i t  hangs a placard with t f re Coca Cola Company logo with head of the Savior and inscr ipt ion "This is my

blood"l
The exhibi t  had many blasphemous objects,  for example, a cruci f ix on which hung various sausages, a placard of a

naked woman, suppor" i ty cruci f ied, blasphemous pictures of the Mother of God and a lot  of  purely pornographic pictures.

In the hal l  there *ere iun pornographic f i lms, f i lms with tortured and slaughtered animals and simi lar diabol ical

perversrons.
on Friday, January .1gth a group of 6 outraged young men started a "pogrom" against this exhibi t ,  spraying several  of

the blasphemous "pictur"r"  * l t f '  parnt The pot ice were cal led but arrested the defenders of the fai th,  whi le in no way

touching the provocateurs.
I t  is character ist ic to the Mp that Metropol i tan Kir i l l  gave no support  to the zealous Orthodox, but declared that such

methods are unacceptable for bel ievers. "We rd the of oth I t  is

feel i nces"!  The deputy of Metropol i tan Kir i l l ,  a renown
s t o a c e r t a i n d e q r e e , s a V i n q t h a t t h i s w a s . . u n a p p r o v e darchpnest of the MP, Vsevolod Chapl in,  also supported his boss to a certain degree, saying that this was

violence" against the exhibi t .
The defe-nders of the Faith deserve honor and praise, but are threatened with criminal prosecutionl

NEW CHARTER OF GREEK ARCHDIOCESE IN AMERICA

The Greek diocese under the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarchate for a long time and under various pretexts has

demanded autocephality for itseli. lt seems that the main reason for the retirement of Archbishop lakovos was the goal of

autocephaly,  which he rather openly supported. The very r ich diocese of the Ecumenical Patr iarchate actual ly supports

the latter and therefore all efforts on her part to gain autocephaly (even with promises to continue supporting the

patr iarchate) always resulted in refusals to approve the decisions of the diocesan counci l  of  c lergy and lai ty conferences'

The struggle for autocephaly has lasted for 8 'years and this t ime too, the Ecumenical Patr iarchate held the batt lef ield '

According to the n"*rpup", of the Creet< Archdiocese in the USA, "Orthodox observer" for January, after long

negot iat ionJ the patr iarch i inal ly has approved a new charter for his diocese in America. According to i ts information, the

Greeks have gained verY little.
The patriarchate has verified the unity of the Archdiocese, but has established 8 metropolitanates: Atlanta, Boston,

chicago, Denver,  Detroi t ,  New Jersey, pi i tsburgh and san Francisco. These are considered to belong to the Archdiocese,

and not direci ly to the patr iarchate. lh Greek tr id i t ion, contrary to the Russian, an archbishop ranks above metropol i tans'

According to the new charter, the Archbishop in America continues as Exarch of the Patriarchate'
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The archbishop and the bishops, who previously were simply appointed by the Ecumenical Patr iarch, according to

the new agreement will be installed from 3 candidates recommended by the American Greeks and with the condition that

they have served in USA at least for 5 years and are familiar with the local situations.
The patr iarchate has also agreed to pay more attent ion to the opinions of the congress of c lergy and lai ty,  who wi l l

present their  candidates for archbishop.
In summarizing the new charter of the American Exarchate, one can say that the American Greeks gained certain

pr iv i leges in the matters of sel f-government,  but so far there is no hint of  a possible autocephaly.

EFFORTS TO INTRODUCE YOGA INTO AMERICAN SCHOOLS

The New york Times of February gth reported that in the ci ty of Aspen, Colorado, some parents and rel igious leaders

have objected to the introduction of yoga in two Aspen schools: one public and another private, which have started yoga

classes. The protesters claim that this violates the law of separation of church and state, since yoga is a religion.

The supporters of this paganism insist that it is not a religion, but that contemporary children suffer from attention

deficiency and cannot concentrate for longer than a TV commercial.
12 famil ies have declared that they wi l l  not permit  their  chi ldren to part ic ipate. Judging from this information, i t  seems

that the pagans cleverly change terminology, ustng a more neutral  one. For example, instead of the Sanskri t  word
"namaste; 'which translates as "The l ight in you is the l ight in me" -  chi ldren are to use word "peace".

According to the newspaper,  sucn programs exist  already from Cal i fornia to Flor ida to Ohio. Chi ldren are told that yoga

is just a combinat ion of gymnast ics and meditat ion. Thus they to imagine that they are . .  bananas. Chi ldren are told to l ie

on their  gym mattresses, stretch out their  hands overhead and l i f t  their  legs.
As th6'yoga instructors say, yoga consists of three main aspects: exercise, breathing and meditat ion. This pagan

pract ice had i ts beginning in Hinduism, Buddhism and the simi lar.  The Cathol lcs of Aspen have protested already.

FROM THE UNPUBLISHED WORKS (a let ter by Bishop Gregory to Archb. Anthony of San Francisco {?} June

15t2gth, 1gg4l

Your Eminence, dear Vladykol
Thank you for the let ter of  May 3'1. ' /June 13" ' .
The fact that we have not demonstrated the abi l i ty to rule the regions in Russia yet so many parishes have developed

there, successful ly growing to more than a hundred, persuades me that we should accept them as a gi f t  of  God and to

give them possiOi i i ty of  further growth and development,  and not bind them with our convict ion that only what is done by

[ommand of the Metropol i tan is good. l f ,  under the present unfavorable circumstances, they can number more than a

hundred, then i t  is necessary not io ki l l  them by orders from those who have no knowledge of their  c ircumstances and to

whom they are strange. God Himself has shown us where life is possible. lt is necessary to reject self-delusion and to

help develop what God has given, even i f  some are not to our taste.
We are al l  aware that the opening of even one parish is not a simple task. l t  is c lear to me that i f ,  despite our inabi l i ty,

the number of parishes has grown io be more than hundred, this means that there are blessed workers, who even may

not be to our l ik ing, but who are not r is ing up against the canons.
Wil l  not the Lord punish the inattent iveness to the parishes (human souls)?
Wil l  not unacceptance of the God-given ukaze of St.  Patr iarch Tikhon be punished by destruct ion of whatever we have

and what has potent ial  for growth in Russia? And we wi l l  answer before God for i t .  What do you think about such ideas?

I am very sorry that the circumstances are such that we are not to meet personal ly.  l f  you want,  you could cal l  me by

telephone. i  am sending this let ter to San Francisco, and not to Germany in the hope that in this way you wi l l  get i t  sooner.

Asking for your holy prayers I  remain your brother in Christ  + Bishop Gregory

Letter of  Bishop Gregory to Archbishop Anthony of San Francisco of July 24thlAugust 6tn, 1994

Your Eminence, dear VladYko!
I  wri te this to you with much sadness because of the spread of unlawfulness in our Church.

Bishoo Hi lar ion has returned from the Counci l ,  and before leaving for San Francisco, promised to give me the,minutes.

I  have seen him and he told me that he is forbidden to give me information about decisions of the Counci l .  He would not

give me any explanation for such a decision of Metropolitan. I could not even get information whether my reports have

been read and what was decided about them. No explanation for depriving me of the elementary rights of a bishop were

given me.
It seems that the reason for all this is that I understand the significance of the Regulation of November 7120, 1920,

differenly from the Metropolitan who interprets it only as a basis for our existence abroad, which is not mentioned therein.

And he has no ideathatthe Regulat ion of theAl l-Russian Ecclesiast icalAdministrat ion, presided overbythe St.  Patr iarch

Tikhon provides for the contemporary si tuat ion. Our Synod at that t ime had not establ ished i tsel f  and had just arr ived

abroad.
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certainly I will submit a protest and will give evidence, but let it not happen again, that a report b-ased upon the

decision of the supreme otg"n of Adminislration of our church, and indeed presided over by the st. confessor will

continue to be ignored becaule of the Metropolitan's error? And this reorganization of the Church as a whole continues'

-, according to law, due to a whole series of his errors.
It is a great error on our part to ignore this legislative document. lt is absolutely necessary to respect it and use it for

instruction. Despite the faci that M-etropolitan and maybe others do not like Vladyka Valentin, he has achieved very

constructive work. Even if one believes that he did something wrong, we should not be overly critical in evaluating the

great work of opening and annexing parishes in Russia. The main thing is we have to unite, and not create parallel

5rganizations. the tat6st ordination [Bishop Evtikhy, "Chj N--'] produces exactly this and has this as its goal. By the way, it

wjs performed in New York, but I wis not even informed of it, although I live close to the Synod.

Asking for your holy prayers, I  remain your loving brother in Christ + BishoP Gregory

A N ECESSARY DECLARATION

Because of the spread of rumors that Bishop Gregory (Grabbe) al legedly took with him a substantial amount of the

archives of the ROCA Synod of Bishops when he waJfoiced to retire in 1986, I categorical ly declare these rumors to be

vicious slander against a deceased person.
Bishop Gregory took from his own off ice only his personal correspondence with some hierarchs and public personali t ies

to which he had a legal r ight. Almost al l  this was handed over by me to Stanford University in Cali fornia and is open to the

public.
When it became known that Bishop Gregory, at Metropolitan Vitaly's demand, had to present a "petition" for retlrement,

l ,  being at that t ime the Synod off ice vtanageifor B years, also immediately resigned my posit ion with the Synod.

Conlidering it necessary to return the doiuments, which at that time were in our offices, as soon as possible - | loaded

myself with numerous folders and went to the archive room. However I discovered that...  without lett ing Bishop Gregory or

myself know, Bishop Hilarion had replaced the lock! At that t ime we both considered this action extremely insult ing

lnstead of a customary transfer of maiters from one administrator to another, it was suggested that all the documents and

the reference books bLlonging to the Synod be pi led up in one place and, we were told by Archbishop Laurus and Bishop

Hilarion, ,,we wil l  look into i t  taief ' .  The new administrators of the Synod of Bishops did not ask a single question of either

Bishop Gregory or me regarding the pi led up documents!
rne sam! t ino of transfer was also foreseen regarding the Synod Bookstore established by me 10 years before.

Fearing that in the future accusations of stealing fund! and property might be raised against me, I categorically refused to

rel inquish control without making a detai led invlntory of the store. The acceptance note, signed by Bishop Hilarion is in

my archive.
Do not the rumors being circulated come from those who al lowed a l i teral robbery of the Synod archives by permitt ing

unKnown persons to "work" in i t  including even an employee of the Moscow Patriarchate archives, and are they not

spread in order to cover up their own guil t  in the history of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia?

At the same time via the Internet have been made for nearly 2 years statements that supposedly the Council  of Bishops

has never issued an anathema against the Ecumenist heresy, but that Bishop Gregory (Grabbe) supposedly endlessly

manipulated Metropoli tan philaret and, without knowledge of the Council  in order to please the Boston Transfiguration

Monastery, introduced the text of the anathema into the Council 's dectsions.
It seems that this slander was started by Archbishop Lazarus (Zhurbenko) when he announced this at the Voronezh

clergy conference which took place in 2001. Now the same is being repeated in lnternet polemics mainly by Archpriests

John Shaw and Alexander Lebedev.
In contrast to these statements, the Synod of Bishops and the Council have twice repeated this anathema even 17

years after the repose of Metropolitan Philaret and 7 years after that of Bishop Gregory.
The text, supposedly "never approved by the Bishop's Council ," up to 2002 was regularly proclaimed during the Feast

of Orthodoxy. However, according to an audio cassette I have received of the proclamation of the anathema by
protodeacon Eugene Burbelo, for ine past two years it has been slightly altered and this could not but water down its

formerly exact definition.
Former Off ice Manager of the Synod of Bishops, A. G. Schati loff,  (nee Countess Grabbe)

January zst^lFebruary 7tn, 2oo3


