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FROM THE EDITORS:

The  response  to  ou r  f i r s t  i ssue  o f  "CHURCH NEWS"  was  ve ry  g ra t i f y i ng .  We rece i ved  a  numb-
e r  o f  dona t i ons ,  f o r  wh ich  we  a re  ve ry  thank fu l  .  Moreove r ,  t f , e  f ra i l "  was  ve ry  favo rab le  too u r  p r o j e c t .  W e  e s p e c i a l l y  v a l u e d  t h e  f a v o r a b l e  r e s p o n s e  i r o m  o u r  M E T R O P 0 L I T A N  V I T A L y .  I n
a d d i t i o n '  w e  h a v e  l g c e i v e d  i n q u i r i e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  o u r  E d j t o r i a l  B o a r d .  W e  a r ef i a p p y _ t o  s a t i s f y  t h i s  j u s t i f i e d  c u t i o s i t y  o f  o u r  r e a d e r s .  O u r  E d i t o r i a l  B o a r d  c o n s j s t s  o fM r s .  T .  M i c h u r i n ,  M r s .  M .  E v d o c h e n k - W e l l i  a n d  M r s .  V .  S e p e ,  w h o  i s  a l s o  o u r  T r e a s u r e r .  T h eE d i t o r - ' i n - C h i e f  i s  M r s .  V .  S c h a t i l o f f .  A s  t o  t h e  P u b l i s i r e i s ,  w e  c o n s i d e r  t h e m  t o  b e  a l lt h o s e  w h o  s u p p o r t e d  o u r  i d e a ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e j r  d o n a t i o n s  m a d e  i h ' i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  p o s s i b l e .
S h o u l d  a n y  o ' c h e r . p u b ' l i c a t i o n  w j s h  t o  u s e  a n y  o f
we  have  no  ob jec t i on ,  bu t  we  do  reques t  t ha l  t he
I n a s m u c h  a s  o u r  t t g l l  ' i s  v e r y  s m a l l ,  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  p o s s i b l e  f c r  u s  t o  p e r s o n a ' l 1 y  t h a n k
e v e r y  d c n o r -  W e  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  l i s i  t n e  d o n a t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  e a c h  i s s u e .  I fy o u  w i s h  t o  r e m a i n  a n o n y m o u s ,  p l e a s e  b e  k i n d  e n o u g h  t o  a d v i s e  u s .  I n a s m u c h  a s  a  c a n c e l l e dc h e c k  i s  a  v a l i d  r e c e ' i p t ,  w e  w i l l  m a i l  r e c e ' i p t s  o i l y  f o r  c a s h  d o n a t i o n s .

0N THE 0CCASI0N 0F  THE 70 th  Ann ' i ve rsa ry  o f  t he  Commun is t  Revo lu t i on  i n  Russ ' i a ,  t he  MoscowP a t r i a r c h a t e  i s s u e d  a .  s p e c i a l  E p i s t l e .  I t  w a s  b r i e f l y  m e n t i o n . O  ' i n  s g m e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a lp u b ' l i c a t i o n s ,  b u t  n o w h e r e  w a s  t h e  c o m p ' l e t e  t e x t  m a d e  l v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  A n y o n e  w i s h -i n g  t o  r e c e i v e  v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e v o l t i n g  s e r v i t u d e  o f  t h e  M o s c o w  p a t r j a r c h a t e  t o  t h eG o d l e s s  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n ,  c a n  r e c e i v e  t h e  c o m p i e t e  t e x t  o f  t h i s  E p i s t l e  b ys - e n l i n g  u s  a  s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  e n v e J o p e  a n d  $ 1 . 0 0  t o  c o v e r  t h e  c o s t  o f  c o p y i n g .  0 6 v i o u s 1 y ,i t  i s  no t  i n  t he  bes t  i n te res t  o f  t he  Moscow Pa t r i a rcha te  and  he r  s , vmpa th i ze rs  tha t  t h i sd i s g r a c e f u l  E p i s t l e  b e  p u b l  i c i z e d .

t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  i n  " C H U R C H  N E t ^ l S " ,
s o u r c e  b e  ' i d e n t i f i e d .
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EXCERPTS OF LETTERS FROM THE USSR RECEIVED BY BISI iOP GRTGORY.

(72 /23 /87 )  " I  hea rd  on  BBC Rad io ,  t he  comp le te  tex t  o f  t he  exce l ' l en t  rep l y  o f  t he  Synod
o f  B ' i shops  o f  t he  Russ ian  Church  Abroad ,  t o  the  i nv i t a t i on  o f  t he  Moscow Pa t r i a rcha te .
I t  i s  wor thy  o f  no t i ce  tha t  t he  BBC t ransmi t ted  the  cc rmp le te  tex t ,  w t r i l e  F r .  V i c to r  Po tapov ,
on l y  a  p t r r t  o f  i t ,  om i t t ' i ng  the  pa r t  conce rn ing  Ecumen ism.

I  am su rp r i sed  by  the  speed  a t  wh ich  the  "Mys te ry  o f  Law lessness "  i s  advanc ing ,  p r . cc la im-
i n g  t h e  s e n s e l e s s n e s s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  R e l i g i o n .  F o r  e x a m p l e :  J o h n  K i r k p a t r i c k  j u s t  r e -
cen t l y  used  a  ne t i  t e rm -  'Hanukah . -Na t i v j t y  Pe r iod ' .  The  Moscow Pa t r i a rcha te  i s  ve ry
ac t ' i ve l y  deve lop ing  the  then ie  o f  t he  i den t i ca l i t y  o f  Ch r i s t i an i t y  and  the  Revo lu t i ona r ies .
T h e  i d e a  o f  " H u m a n  R i g h t s "  b e i n g  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  i d e a  o f  a  p e r s o n ' s  o b l i g a t i o n s ,  i s
l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  s a m e  n o n s e n s e .  F r ' .  G l e b  Y a k u n i n ,  w h o  t h i n k s  m o r e  a b o u t  t h o s e  R i g h t s  t h a n
a b o u t  t h e  C h u r c h ,  h a s  r e a c h e d  a  n e w  h i g h  i n  p a r a d o x i c a f  i c i e o l o g y :  a l t h o u g h  h e  i s  a  C h r i s t -
i a n  P r i e s t ,  h e  a d r r o c a t e s  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  a n  I d o l a t o r ' ' s  T e m p l e  ( H a r i  K r i s h n a ) . . . . . . . "

( D e c .  ? 3 / J a n .  8 ,  1 9 8 8 ) ' 1 . . . .  . . . F r .  V l a d i m i r  R u s a k  h a s  n o ' !  b e e n  r e l e a s e d .  M o r e o v e r ,
h e  i s  i n  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  c ' i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  v e r y  o f t e n  i n c a r c e r a t e d  i n  i s o l a t i o n ,  a s  a n  a d d i t -
i o n a l  p e n a l t y .  I  a m  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  F r .  G l e b  Y a k u n i n ,  ' i n  h i s  a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ,
does  no t  deem i t  necessa ry  to  demand  the  re lease  o f  F r .  V lac im i r  Rusak .  I t  seems  tha t
F r .  V l a d i m i r  i s  f o r g o t t e n .  M u c h  m o r e  i s  s a i d  a b o u t  J e w i s h  ' o t k a z n i k ' i ' .
Tak ing  th l s  i n to  cons ' i de ra t i on ,  a l l  t he  l e t t e rs  re fe r r i ng  to  the  be t te rmen t  o . i  r e la t ' i ons
be tween  the  S ta te  and  the  Church ,  i f  t hey  i gno re  the  fac t  o f  F r .  V lad im i r ' s  i nca rce ra -
t i o n ,  a r e  s e n s e l e s s .  R a t h e r ,  t h e y  a r e  d e c e i v i n g ,  s i n c e  w h i l e  t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  ' p e a c e '
be tween  Church  and  S ta te  on  the  bas i s  t ha t  t he  Church  has  recogn ized  the  good  o f  t he  Rev -
o l u t i o n ,  s i n c e  F r .  R u s a k  j s  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o p i n i o n ,  t h i s  p u t s  h i m  i n  t h e  w r o n g .  I r r  t h l s
I  s e e  t h e  m a i n  d e f e c t  o f  F r .  G l e b  Y a k u n i n ' s  l e t t e r  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  P a t r i a r c h a l  E p i s t l e
o n  t h e  A n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  h e  n e v e r  m e n t i o n e d  F r .  V l a d i m i r .  A l s o  t h e  m o n s t r o u s
i d e a  o f  t h e  E p i s t l e ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h a t  b e l i e v e r s  s u p p o s e d l y  f o u r r d ' i n  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  f u 1 -
f " i l l m e n t  o f  t h e ' i r  r e l i g i o u s  h o p e s .  R a d i o  L i b e r t y  h a s  b r o a d c a s t  a n  a r t j c l e  f r o m  t h e  m a g a -
z ine  "Re fe rendum" ,  (un fo r tuna te l y  I  cou ld  no t  make  ou :  t he  name o f  t he  au tho r )  i n  re fe i -
e n c e  t o  t h e  P a t r i a r c h a l  E p i s t l e  a n d  F r .  G l e b ' s  r e p 1 y .  T h e  a u t h o r  v e r y  p r o p e r l y  c a 1 1 s
F r .  G l e b ' s  l e t t e r  a  " h a l f  t r u t h " o  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  a n  u n t r u t h ,  w h i c h  v e r i f i e s  t h e  p r o p a -
g a n d i z e d  n e w  l i e  t l - , a t  t h e r e  i s  a  p o s s i b j l i t y  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  n e w  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n
t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  b a s e d  o n  a n  u n c h r i s t i a n  f o u n d a t i o n . . . . . . . "

THE MOSCO|^I PATRIARCHATE AI,ID TI.IE JEWS

The  newspaper  " JERUSALEM P0ST"  o f  I / I 7  / 88 ,  repo r t s  t ha t  a t  t he  headquar te rs  o f  t he  Sov ie t
M ' i ss ion  i n  Je rusa lem,  the  rep resen ta t i ves  o f  t he  Moscow Pa t r j a rcha te  have  sponso red  a
sympos iun t  t o  mark  the  m j l l en ium o f  t he  Bap t i sm o f  Russ ia .  Pa r t ' i c i pan ts  were  members  o f
t h e  S o v i e t  c l e r g y ,  a n d  J e w i s h  s c i e n t i s t s ,  P r o f e s s o r s  M i c h a e l  A g u r s k y  a n d  D i m i t r y  S e g a 1 .
T h e  S o v i e t  C h u r c h  w a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  B i s h o p  T h e o p h a n ,  V ' i c a r  o f  M e t r o p o l j t a n  P h i l a r e t ,
who  i s  t f r e  head  o f  Fo re ' i gn  Re la t i ons  fo r  t he  Moscow Pa t r i a rcha te .  A l so  p resen t  were
de lega tes  f rom the  Church  o f  Georg ia ,  and  members  o f  t he  consu la r  de lega t ' i on .  0 the r  gues ts
w e r e  r e p r e s e n t a t ' i v e s  o f  t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  a n d  t h e  R e l i g i o u s  M i n i s t r y  o f  I s r a e l ,  J e w i s h
i n t e r f a i t h  a c t i v . i s t s ,  a n d  H e b r e w  U n i v e r s i t y  s c h o l a r s .

The  Jew ish  P ro fesso rs  spoke  o f  t he  re la t i onsh ip  be tween  the  0 r thodox  Church  and  Juda ism,
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  p r e s e n t  i t  i n  a  p o s i t i v e  m a n n e r .
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The  Newspaper  conc ludes  th i s  repo r t  w i th  the  fo l l ow ing  words :  "Wha teve r  t he  con ten t  o f
t h e  t a l k ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  b e  d e l i v e r e d  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  O r t h o -
dox  Church  gave  p romise  o f  a  new e ra  i n  re la t i ons  be tween  the  two  Fa i ths . "

The  connec t i ons  ex i s t i ng  now be tween  the  Moscow Pa t r i a rcha te  and  the  Jews ' i s  becoming
more  and  more  no t i ceab le .  A  Greek  pa r i sh  bu l l e t i n  "0RTH0D0X WITNESS"  recen t l y  pub l i shed
' i n fo rma t ion  bo r rowed f rom a  Jew ish  newspaper ,  " JE I^ l ISH REP0RTER" ,  pub l i shed  i n  Massachus -
e t t s .  I t  i s  sa id  tha t  a  Russ ian  Or thodox  Monas te ry  i n  Moscow,  was  the  un l " i ke l y  scene  o f
a  recen t  Sa tu rday  even ' i ng  Havda lah  Serv i ce ,  conduc ted  by  a  l eader  o f  t he  Re fo rm Jew ish
Movemen t  i n  t he  U .S .A .  The  occas ion  fo r  t h i s  "Se rv j ce "  was  a  mee t ing  o f  t he  gove rn ing
board  o f  t he  Wor ld  Con fe rence  on  Re l i g ion  and  Peace ,  he ld  i n  Moscow May  31 , - - June  3 ,  1987 .
The  Serv i ce  v las  1ed  by  Norma Lev i t t ,  who  i s  one  o f  n ine  i n te rna t i ona l  p res iden ts  o f  t h i s
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  D u r i n g  t h i s  H a v d a l a h  c e r e m o n y ,  N o r m a  L e v i t t  p a s s e d  a r o u n d  a  b o x  f i l l e d  w i t h
c l o v e s ,  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  " t h e  s p i c e s  s w e e t e n  t h e  p a r t i n g  f r o m  a  d a y  o f  l i g h t  a n d  r e s t " . . . .
"Th i s  i s  a  ce remony  o f  sepa ra t i on ,  no t  on l y  f rom the  Sabba th ,  bu t  a l so  f rom the  unho ly ;
f rom jnd i f f e rence  to  the  poo r  and  dep r i ved ,  t he  s i ck  and  the  aged ;  f rom ha t red  and  v io l -
e n c e . "  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  " S e r v i c e " ,  M i S s  L e v i t t  p r e s e n t e d  t o  M e t r o p o f i t a n  P h i l a r e t ,  a
b o x  w i t h  s p i c e s  a n d  t h e  b r a i d e d  H a v d a l a h  c a n d l e .  M e t r o p o f i t a n  P h i l a r e t  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f
the  t , ' l o r l d  Con fe rence  on  Re l i g ion  and  Peace .  Un fo r tuna te l y ,  t he  newspaper  does  no t  spec i f y
wh ich  Monas te ry  Me t ropo l i t an  Ph i l a re t  pe rm i t t ed  to  be  desec ra ted ,  bu t  mos t  l j ke l y  i t  was
the  Dan i l ov  Monas te ry ,  wh ich  recen t l y  was  re tu rned  to  the  Church  by  the  Sov ie t s ,  and  wh ich
i s  t o  be  the  cen te r  f o r  t he  Moscow Pa t r i a rcha te ' s  ecumen ' i ca l  ac t i v i t i es .

, 'BEL IEVERS '  MEETING' '  IN  MOSCOW.

0n  2 /9 /BB ,  a  mee t ing  was  he ld  j n  t he  Moscow Pa lace  o f  Cu l tu re  to  "b r i ng  toge the r  be l i eve rs
o f  a l l  denomina t i ons  i n  Moscow"  w i th  rep resen ta t i ves  o f  s ta te  and  soc ia l  o rgan iza t i ons .
Speak ing  on  beha l f  o f  t he  Russ ian  0 r thodox  Church ,  Me t ropo l i t an  YUVENALI  o f  K ru t ' i t sy  and
Ko lomna  s ta ted  tha t  "pe res t ro i ka "  has  had  a  bene f i c i a l  e f f ec t  on  the  l i f e  o f  t he  Church
a n d  a l l  r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  c r e a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  w h ' i c h  t h e  C h u r c h  c a n  " f u l f i l l  i t s
m i s s ' i o n " :  t h i s  m i s s ' i o n  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Y u v e n a l i  d e f i n e d  a s  " w o r k ' i n g  f o r  p e a c e ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g
i n  h u m a n i t a r i a n  i n i t i a t ' i v e s  a n d  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s T "

Kes ton  Co l l ege  sou rces  i n  t he  USSR repo r t  t ha t  a l l  t he  p r i es t s  and  chu rch  wardens  o f
Moscow c i t y  chu rches  were  o rde red  to  a t tend  th i s  mee t ing ,  bu t  no t  adv j sed  o f  i t s  pu rpose .
The  mee t ing  adop ted  a  documen t  "warm ly  app rov ing "  t he  US-USSR INF  t rea ty  and  p ledg ing
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  " t o t a l  l i q u i d a t i o n  o f  n u c l e a r  a n d  c h e m i c a l  w e a p o n s " .  A m o n g  " B e l i e v e r s "
were  rep resen ta t i ves  o f  Mus l  jms  and  Jews .

Th ls  conven t jon  a l so  accep ted  an  Ep is t l e ,  wh ich  was  announced  f rom the  ambos  o f  a l l
0 r thodox  Churches  i n  Moscow.  I t  was  s igned  by  th ree  names :  Mu f t i  ( h igh - rank ing  Mus l im
c le rgyman)  Vabahanov ,  Rabb i  Shayev i ch ,  and  Me t ropo l i t an  Yuvena l i .  Acco rd ing  to  ou r
s o u r c e s ,  o n e  M o s c o w  p r i e s t  w a s  v i s i b l y  a s h a m e d  w h i l e  r e a d i n g  t h i s  " e p i s t l e " ,  a n d  d i d  n o t
have  the  cou rage  to  announce  to  the  congrega t i on ,  who  the  co -s igne rs  w i th  the  Me t ropo l i t an
were .  Fo r  t he  f i r s t  t ime  in  the  h i s to ry  o f  t he  0 r thodox  Church ,  f rom an  Or thodox  ambo ,
t h e  f a i t h f u l  w e r e  o b l i g e d  t o  l i s t e n  t o  a n  " e p i s t 1 e "  w h i c h  w a s  s i g n e d  b y  a  M u f t i ,  a  R a b b i ,
a n d  a n  O r t h o d o x  B i s h o p !  V e r i l y ,  i n ' i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  p l e a s e  i t s  G o d l e s s  m a s t e r s ,  t h e  M o s c o w
Pat r i a rcha te  has  l os t  t he  concep t  o f  any  boundar ies .
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CONCELEBRATION OF THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH t^JiTH THE ROMAN POPE.

Dur ing  December  1987,  the  Ecumenica ' l  Pa t r ia rch  Demet r ios  maGa t r ip  abroad.  He v ' i s i ted
a l l  the  Or thodox Pat r ia rchs ,  and in  add ' i t ion ,  he  v is i ted  the  Roman Pope in  the  Vat ' i can ,
and Ang l  i can  Archb ishop Runc ' ie  in  London.

The o f f i c ia l  pub l i ca t ion  o f  the  Greek  Archd iocese in  Amer ica ,  "0RTH0D0X 0BSERVER",  gave
i ts  readers  a  de ta i led  account  o f  th is  t r ip .  The paper  even br ie f l y  ment ioned tha t  the
P a t r i a r c h  v ' i s i t e d  t h e  V a t i c a n .  Y e t ' i t  o m i t t e d  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t ,  n a m e l y  t h a t  w h i l e
' in  the  Vat ican ,  Pat r ia rch  Demet r ios  conce lebra ted  the  L i tu rgy  w ' i th  the  Pope.  Wi th  the
typ ica l  resource fu lness  o f  Constan t inop le ,  the  Pat r ia rch  and the  Pope served the  L i tu rgy
o f  the  Catechumens on  one a l te r ,  and the  L i tu rgy  o f  the  Fa i th fu l  on  a  separa te  a l ta r .

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  a c t ,  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  p r e s s  s t u b b o r n l y  k e e p s
qu ie t  about  th is  immedja te  be t raya l  o f  Or thodoxy  by  Constan t inop le .  None o f  the  Catho l ' i c
and Pro tes tan t  pub l i ca t ions ,  even such neut ra l  ones  as  the  Ecumenica l  Press  and the  Kes ton
News,  made ment ion  o f  i t !

Out  o f  twenty  Monaster ies  on  Mt .  A thos ,  th j r teen have re fused to  commemorate  the  Pat r ia rch
af te r  th is  sad event .  The Athon j te  Fa thers  sent  a  de legat ion  to  the  Pat r ia rch  w i th  the i r
p r o t e s t ,  w h i c h  w e  w i l l  m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  p u b l i s h ,  t h e  m i n u t e  t h e  t e x t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s .

One must  no te  w i th  g rea t  sadness ,  tha t  the  Abbot  o f  a  Monast ic  Communi ty  in  the  suburbs
of  London,  Arch imandr i te  A lex is ,  cons idered i t  p roper  to  appear  a t  the  recept ion  in  honor
o f  Pat r ia rch  Demet r ios ,  as  a  representa t ive  o f  the  Russ ian  0r thodox  Church  Abroad,  and
e v e n  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  P a t r i a r c h  w i t h  a n  i c o n  o f  S t .  E d w a r d .  ( T H E  S H E P H E R D , V o I . V I I I , # 4 :  1 / 8 8 )

DID METROPOLITAN NIKODIM BECOME A ROMAN CATHOLIC?

The samjzdat  journa l  "cHRISTIA i ' l  COMMUNITY BULLETIN"  (#3 ,  pp .  194-195)  car r ies  a  shor t
p iecE-Ey-H- iEromonk Michae l  (Gavr i lov )  concern ing  the  h is to ry  o f  Catho l i c ism in  Russ ia .
H ieromonk Mr 'chae l  g ives  spec ia l  ment ion  to  the  I  a te  Met ropo ' l i tan  N ikod ' im (Rotov)  o f
Len ingrad and Novgorod,  who d ied  o f  a  hear t  a t tack  dur ing  a  Papa l  aud ience in  Rome on
Sept .  5 th ,  I978.

H i e r o m o n k  M j c h a e l ,  w h o  k n e w  t h e  l a t e  M e t r o p o l i t a n ,  w r i t e s :
" . . . . t l l h " i l e  s t i l l  a n  A r c h i m a n d r i t e  ( N i k o d i m )  b e g a n  c o l l e c t ' i n g  d a t a  f o r  a  D o c t o r a l  t h e s i s
o n  t h e ' l a t e  P o p e  J o h n  X X I I l ,  a  w o r k  w h i c h  w a s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  M o s c o w  p a t -
r " i a r c h a t e ' s  p u b l i c a t i o n  T H E 0 L O G I C A L  W 0 R K S  # 1 9  ( B o g o s l o v s k i e  T r u d y ) .

M e t r o p o l j t a n  N i k o d i m ,  a  v e r y  c l o s e  f r i e n d ,  t o l d  m e  i n  c o n f i d e n c e :  ' Y o u  k n o w ,  a t  t h a t
t i m e  I  w a s  j u s t  a n  o r d i n a r y  R u s s i a n  p r i e s t ,  i n  l e a t h e r  b o o t s  a n d  w i t h  l o n g  h a i r ,  B u t
t h e  m o r e  I  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  l a t e  P o p e  J o h n  X X I I I ,  t h e  m o r e  I  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h i s ' i s  n o t
t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  T h e  P o p e  i n f l u e n c e d  m e  g r e a t l y ,  e s p e c i a l ' l y  h i s  o p e n -
ness  and s t ra i  gh t fo rwardness '  -
To  unders tand what  Met ropo ' l ' i tan  N ikod ' im was l i ke ,  one must  bear  in  mind  tha t  he  was
r e a 1 1 y  t h r e e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  w h i c h  c o e x i s t e d  a n d  m a n i f e s t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  v a r i o u s l y :  t h e r e
was N ' ikod im,  the  Russ ' ian  0r thodox  Met ropo l i tan ;  N ikod im the  t rue  pa t r io t  o f  h is  Soc-
ia l i s t  homeland,  who coopera ted  w ' i th  the  KGB th rough fo rce  o f  c i rcumstances ;  and,
f i n a 1 1 y ,  N i k o d j m  t h e  s i n c e r e ,  c o n v i n c e d  C a t h o l i c  a n d  c l a n d e s t ' i n e  ( s e c r e t )  C a t h o l i c
B i s h o p .  T h e  i n e v i t a b l e  t e n s i o n s  g e n e r a t e d  b y  t h e  c o m p l e x i t l e s  o f  h ' i s  s i t u a t i o n  c o u l d
not  bu t  have adverse  e f fec t  on  h is  p r iva te  l i fe ,  to  psycho log ica l  and nervous  s t resses ,
b u t  i t  n e v e r  p r e c i p i t a t e d  a n y  k i n d  o f  s p i r i t u a l  c r i s i s  b e c a u s e  t h i s  a m a z i n g  m a n  f o u n d
t h e  s u p p o r t  h e  n e e d e d  i n  t h e  C a t h o l i c  f a i t h , . . . . - . "
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A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  D e c r e e  o f  t h e  S y n o d  o f  B j s h o p s ,  a  c l e r g y m a n  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  d i o c e s e , A b b o t
A l e x i s ( R o s e n t h u l ) ,  w a s  r a i s e d  b y  M e t r o p o l ' i t a n  V ' i t a l y  t o  t h e  r a n k  o f  A r c h i m a n d r i t e  a t
t h e  e n d  o f  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 8 ,  a n d  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  C h i e f  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  E c c l e s -
i a s t i c a l  M ' i s s i o n  i n  J e r u s a l e m .  W h e n  h a n d ' i n g  h i m  t h e  A b b o t ' s  S t a f f ,  M e t r o p o l i t a n  V ' i t a ' l y
s t r e s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  t o  e v e r y  R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x .  T h e  r e s p o n s i b j l j -
t ' i e s  i n h e r e n t  j n  t h i s  p o s i t 1 o n  a r e  m a d e  m o r e  c o m p l  i c a t e d  b y  t h e  v e r y  d ' i f f  i c u l t  p o l  i t i c a l
s i t u a t i o n  j n  t h e  H o l y  L a n d .

JEI^JS AND CATHOLICS.

T h e  c o n f l i c t  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  C a r d i n a l  R a t z i n g e r  t h a t  J u d a i s m  f i n d s  i t s  f u l l -
f i l l m e n t  i n  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  i s  i n  n o  w a y  s e t t l e d ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  C a t h o l i c  e f f o r t s  t o  m a k e
m o r e  " e x p l  a n a t ' i o n i ' 1 .  A c t u a 1 1 y ,  t h e  C a r d ' i n a l  ' s  o f f  i c e  d i d  a p o l o g i z e  t o  t h e  J e w s  a n d  r e -
t r e a t e d  f r o m  t h e  a r g u m e n t ,  s t i l ' l  t r y i n g  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e  C a r d i n a l ' s  w o r d s  w e r e  m i s j n -
t e r p r e t e d  a n d ' i n c o r r e c t l y  t r a n s l a t e d .  A l l  t h e s e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  d i d  n o t  s a t i s f y  t h e . l e w i s h
s i d e ,  a n d  t h e  C a t h o l i c s  h a d  t o  r e t r e a t  s t j l l  f u r t h e r .  T h e  C a r d i n a l  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e
f a c t  t h a t  h e  w a s  s c h e d u l e d  t o  d e l i v e r  a  s c h o l a s t i c  h i s t o r i c a l  l e c t u r e  a t  S t .  P a u l ' s  L u t h -
e r a n  C h u r c h  i n  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y ,  a n d  C a r d i n a l  0 ' C o n n o r  ( A r c h b i s h o p  o f  N e w  Y o r k )  h o s t e d  a
r e c e p t i o n  i n  h o n o r  o f  C a r d i n a l  R a t z j n g e r ' s  a r r i v a l ,  t o  w h 1 c h  h e  i n v i t e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  R a b b i s ,
so  tha t  t hey  m i  gh t  mee t  w l th  the  Card ' i na1  ,  who  i  s  cons i  de red  to  be  the  mos t  t rus ted  adv i  s -
e r  o f  t h e  P o p e  a n d ' i s  h e a d  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  f o r  D o c t r i n e  a n d  F a i t h .

The  NATIONAL CATH0L IC  REPORTER o f  Feb .  5 th ,  1988 ,  quo tes  Rabb i  Mark  Tannenbaum,  who  i s
we l  I  known  fo r  h i  s  ecumen i  ca l  ac t ' i v i  t i es ,  and  who  ' i s  a l  so  the  Cha i  rman  o f  t he  In te rna t ' i on -
a l  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I n t e r r e l i g i o u s  C o n s u l t a t ' i o n ,  a s  s a y i n g  " C a r d i n a l  R a t z i n g e r ' s  r e c e n t  s t a t e -
m e n t  i n  a n  I t a l j a n  n e w s p a p e r ,  c u t  t o  t h e  c o r e  o f  C h r i s t ' i a n - J e w l s h  r e l a t i o n s ,  a n d  m a d e  a
mockery  o f  eve ry th ' i ng  tha t  has  taken  p ' l ace  be tween  Chr i s t i ans  and  Jews  ove r  t he  l as t  2?
y e a r s .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  a n y  d i s c u s s i o n  s h o u l d ' i n c ' l u d e  r e s p o n s ' i b l e  J e w ' i s h  t h e o l o g ' i a n s
i n d  s c h o l a r s . "  R a b b i  T a n n e n b a u m  a l s o  s a j d  t h a t  a  m e e t ' i n g  t ^ l a s  p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e  e n d  o f  F e b -
r u a r y  1 9 8 8 ,  b e t w e e n  C a r d i n a l  W i l l e b r a n d s  a n d  t h e  m o s t  l e a r n e d  J e w i s h  t h e o l o g i a n s  a n d
s c h o l a r s .  ( T h i s  m e e t i n g  h a s  n o t  a s  y e t  t a k e n  p 1 a c e .  )

T h e  J E W I S H  P R E S S  o f  F e b .  5 t h ,  1 9 8 8 ,  g a v e  a  f e w  m o r e  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  t h e  m e e t i n g - o f  t h e
R a b b i s  a n d  C a r d i n a l  R a t z i n g e r .  T h e  p a p e r  s t a t e d  w i t h  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  C a r d ' i n a l
" s t r u c k  a  c o n c i 1 i a t o r y  n o t 6  o n  J e w j s h - C a t h o l ' i c  r e l a t i o n s  w h e n  a s k e d  a t  a  n e w s  c o n f e r -
e n c e  t o  g ' i v e  h i s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  v i e w  o f  J u d a i s m ; "  T h e  C a r d i n a l  a n s w e r e d
t h a t  C a t h o l i c s  s h o u l d  i ' r e s p e c t  t h e  p o ' i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  o u r  J e w i s h  b r o t h e r s " , w h o  d o  n o t

s e e  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  " a s  a  f u l l f i l i m e n t "  o f  t h e  f a j t h  o f  A b r a h a m  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f

J e s u s  C h r i s t .  T h e  p a p e r  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  R a t z i n g e r  " s e e m s  t o  b a l a n c e  h i s  p r e v i o u s  c o m m -

en ts  w i  t h  admi  r i  ng  i ^e f  t  ec t ' i ons  on  Jews  and  Juda i  sm"  .  The  Card i  na l  added  tha t  "we  mus t

be  ab le  to  read  t i e  O ld  Tes tamen t  t he  way  the  Jews  read  i t ,  r a the r  t han  a lways  l ook ing

a t  i t  f r o m  a  C h r i s t i a n  p e r s p e c t i v e " .

T h e  f e w  R a b b i s  w h o  a c c e p t e d  c a r d i n a l  0 ' C o n n o r ' s  i n v i t a t i o n  a n d  m e t  w i t h  C a r d i n a l  R a t z -

i nge r ,  dec la red  tha t  t he  absence  o f  any ,o the r  Rabb ' i s  was  no t  because  they  wan ted  to

boyco t t  t he  recep t . i on ,  bu t  t ha t  t hey  f i r l  t  t ha t  such  a  se r i  ous  ma t te r  shou l  d  be  d ' i  scussed

a t  a  h i g h e r  1 e v e 1  t h a n  i u s t  a  s o c j a l  r e c e p t i o n -
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T h e  c o n f l j c t  b e t w e e n  C a t h o l i c s  a n d  J e w s  i s  f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  r e s o l v e d .  T h e  J e w s  f e e l  h u r t
t h a t  t h e  P o p e  m e t  w " i t h  A u s t r i a ' s  P r e s i d e n t  W a l d h e i m ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e i r  p r o t e s t s ,  a n d  t h e y
a lso  fee l  t ha t  t he  Pope  does  no t  show enough  in te res t  i n  re fu t i ng  the  an t ' i semet i c  demon-
s t r a t j o n s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  A r a b  u p r i s i n g s  i n  t h e  H o l y  L a n d .

MIRACULOUS ICON IN  ATHENS.

T h e  m a g a z i n e  o f  t h e  S e r b ' i a n  M o n a s t e r y  o n  M t .  A t h o s ,  H I L A N D E R ,  ( w i t h  t h e  s a m e  t i t l e ) ,  i n
i t s  C h r i s t m a s  i s s u e ,  p u b l i s h e d  a  r e p o r t  a b o u t  t h e  v i s i t  o f  t h e  M ' i r a c u l o u s  I c o n  o f  t h e
H o l y  V i r g i n  " M E E T  I T  I S ,  I N  T R U T H " .  T h e  I c o n ,  w h i c h  i s  a l w a y s  e n s h r j n e d  o n  M t .  A t h o s ,
a r r i v e d ' i n  A t h e n s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  v i s i t  t o  G r e e c e  o f  t h e  E c u m e n i c a l  P a t r i a r c h
Demet r i os .  By  mee t ing  the  Pa t r i a rch  w i th  spec ia1  so lemn i t y ,  t he  Greek  Church  wan ted  to
demons t ra te  to  the  gove rnmen t ,  he r  power  and  un i t y .  Jus t  a  sho r t  wh i l e  ago  the  Soc ia l -
i s t  gove rnmen t  o f  Greece  dec la red  tha t  a l l  r ea l  p rope r t y  owned  by  the  Church  wou ld  be
con f i sca ted ,  and  tha t  t he  Church  wou ld  rece i ve  f rom the  gove rnmen t ,  a  modes t  subs idy .
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  p l a n n e d  t o  b e  i n  c o n t r o l  o f  e l e c t i o n s  o f  c a n d i d a t e s ' f o r
E p i s c o p a l  t h r o n e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  a p p o i n t m e n t s  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  d i o c e s e s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  p a r o c h -
i b t  l i i e  w o u l d  b e  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  t h r o u g h  i t s  s p e c i a l ' l y  a p p o i n t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t ' i v e s .

The  I con  l e f t  t he  Monas te ry  accompan ied  by  a1 ' l  t he  members  o f  t he  P ro ta t . ,  M t .  A thos '
gove rn ing  body .  I n  o rde r  t o  rece i ve  the  l con ,  t he  gove rnmen t  had  to  send  a  m i i ' i t a r y
i f i p .  W h e n  t l r e  A t h o n i t e  F a t h e r s ,  s i n g i n g  t h e  L y t i a ,  b r o u g h t  t h e  I c o n  t o  s h o r e ,  a 1 i  t h e
i n n i U i t a n t s  o f  M t .  A t h o s  c a m e  t o  t h e  p i e r .  T h e  s j r e n s  o f  a l l  t h e  s h ' i p s  d o c k e d . a t  t h e
p i e r  m i n g l e d  w i t h  t h e  r i n g i n g  o f  t h e  b e l l s  o f  a l l  t h e  C h u r c h e s ,  a n d  t h e  e n t h u s i a s t ' i c
! i n g l n g  6 t  t h e  p e o p l e .  T 6 e  [ e o p 1 e  o f  A t h e n s  m e t  t h e  I c o n  w ' i t h  s p e c i a i  s o l e m n i t y -  Y o u n g

a n d  o l i  i n  f ' r g e ' c r o w d s ,  w e r e  s t a n d ' i n g  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  w i t h  h a n d  c e n s e r s ,  c a n d l e s  a n d  f l o w -

e r s .  M a n y  w e i e  k n e e l i n g .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ' i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e i r  C i t y ,  t h e y  w e r e

mee t ing  t "he  Aboe i i  o f  t f r e  Ho ly  Moun ta in .  The  ma jn  marke t  p lace  o f  t he  c i t y ,  0mn ' i a  (un ' i t y )

became the  cen te r  f o r  t he  mee t ing  o f  rep resen ta t ' i ves  o f  Church  and  S ta te .  Th i s  was  made

c l e a r  b y  a l l  t h e  g r e e t i n g  s p e e c h i s  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  P a t r i a r c h ,  a n d  b y  h i s  r e s p o n s e s .

T h e  I c o n  w a s  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  C a t h e d r a l ,  a n d  i t  w a s  p l a n n e d  t t 9 !  i t  w o u l d  r e m a i n  t h e r e  f o r

ten  days .  gu i  t he  s t ream o f  peop le  who  wan ted  to  venera te  the  I con  was  so  huge ,  t ha t

the  A t -hon i  t e  Fa the rs  announced  oh  rad ' i o  t ha t  t he  I con  wou l  d  rema i  n  ' i n  A thens  as  l  ong  as

t h e  p e o p l e  w o u l d  c o m e  t o  v e n e r a t e  i t .  E v e r y  d a y ' s  L i t u r g i c a l  C y c l e  w a s  o b s e r v e d ,  a n d  i n

b e t w e e n  t h e  s c h e d u l e d  s e r v i c e s ,  A k a t h i s t s  w e r e  s u n g -

The  A thon i te  Fa the rs  used  pa r t  o f  t he i r  t ' ime  fo r  nego t i a t i ons  be tween  the  rep resen ta t i ves

o f  t he  Church  and  the  Governmen t .  The  p ress  adm ' i t t ed  tha t  t he  p resence  i n  A thens  o f  t he

Abbess  o f  t he  Ho ly  Moun ta in ,  un i ted  the  Greek  Church  and  the  Governmen t ,  and  tha t  t he

t i i f <s  and  nego t ' i a i i ons  be tween  them los t  t he i r  sha rpness .  The  Governmen t  was  ob l i ged

t o  r e t r e a t  a n d  t o  t a k e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i n t o  a c c o u n t .

BURIAL  OF SOVIET  AUTHOR SOLOUKHIN 'S  MOTHER.

The  magaz . i ne  NEW h l0RLD,  pub l ' i shed  i n  the  Sov ie t  Un ion  (1987 ,  #9 )  p r i n ted  .a  ve ry  ' i n te res t -

. i n g ,  y e t  v e r y  p o i g n a n t  a r t i c l .  U v  S o u l e t  w r i t e r  V l a d ' i m i r  S o i o u k h i n ,  w h o  d e s c r i b e d  i n  d e -

t a i 1 ,  t h e  f u n e r a l  o f  h i s  a g e d  t o i f ' . t ,  S t e p a n i d a ,  i n  1 9 6 7 '  .  S o l o u k h i n  i s  a  p e r s o n  w i t h

ve ry  power fu l  gove rnmen t  connec t i ons ,  ye t ,  when  he  had  to  buy  a  co f f i n  f o r  h j s  deceased

mothe r ,  he  had  to  s tand  i n  l . i ne  fo r  i eve r i t  hou rs .  A l l  t he  co f f i ns  were  exac t l y  t he  same

s i  ze  and  cons t ruc t ' i on .  S ' i  nce  h i  s  mo the r  had  d i  ed  i  n  M i  nsk ,  and  the  '  f  une ra l  was  to  be  ' i n

Moscow,  i n  o rde r  t o  t ranspor t  t he  uoov  a  me ta l  case  had  to  be  made '  i n  o rde r  t o  ob ta in

t h i s ,  S o l o u k h i n  f i r s t  h a d  t o  i n v o k e  t i r e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  s y m p a t h e t i c  S c i e n t ' i s t s ,  D e p u t i e s ,

a n d  L a u r e a t e s ,  u n t i r  f i n a l ' r y ,  i n - o i o e i  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h i s - " o p e r a t i o n  c o f f i n " ,  a s  h e  i r o n -

i c a l l y  d e s c r i b e s  i t ,  h e  h a d  t o  e n l i s t  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  a  g o v e r n m e n t  M ' i n ' i s t e r '  s o l o u k h i n

was  i n fo rmed  tha t  he  had  to  go  i o  t he  marke t  p lace  i n  M ins [ ,  and  tha t  t he re  he  wou ld

f i nd  a  c ra f t sman  wno ,  as  a  spec ia l  f avo r  t o  the  M in i s te r ,  wou ld  make  a  me ta l  box  fo r

t h e  c o f f i n  a n d  w o u l d  s e a l  i t .
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The  second  obs tac le  was  f i nd ing  a  P r ies t .  The  wr igh te r  was  no t  aware  tha t ,  ' i n  o rde r  t o
h a v e  a  P r i e s t  w a l k i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  c o f f i n  t o  t h e  c e m e t e r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h i s  w a s  o u t s i d e
o f  t h e  P a r i s h  r e g i o n ,  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  o b t a i n  a  s p e c i a l  p e r m i t .  H e  f i n a l l y  f o u n d  a
P r i e s t ,  w h o  i m m e d ' i a t e l y  a s k e d  h i m ' i f  h e  h a d  a  p e r m i t .  S o l o u k h i n  f i g u r e d  t h a t  i f  h e
app l  i ed  fo r  a  pe rm i t ,  more  t ' ime  wou ld  be  was ted .  He  dec ided  tha t  h ' i s  connec t i ons
w o u l d  b e  s u f f i c ' i e n t  t o  g e t  o n e  I a t e r  o n ,  s o  h e  t o l d  t h e  P r i e s t  t h a t  h e  h a d  s p o k e n  w j t h
t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d ' . t h a t  a  p e r m i t  h a d  b e e n  p r o m i s e d  h i m ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  g e t ' i t  l a t e r
o n .  T h e  P r i e s t  t r u s t e d  h i m ,  a n d  p e r f o r m e d  t h e  b u r i a l  s e r v i c e .

T h e  d a y  a f t e r  t h e  f u n e r a l ,  S o l o u k h ' i n  a p p l i e d  f o r  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p e r m i t ,  a n d  a g a i n  m e t
w i t h  m a n y  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  H e  h a d  a  c l o s e  f r i e n d  w h o  w a s  a  h ' i g h  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .
A f t e r  a  v e r y  l o n g  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  m a n y  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s  a n d  s u p p l i c a t j o n s  b y  t h i s  f r i e n d ,
t h e  m a t t e r  w a s  " s e t t l e d " .  A s  a  s p e c i a l  f a v o r ,  t h e  p o o r  P r i e s t  w a s  n o t  r e m o v e d  f r o m  h j s
P a r i s h ,  b u t  w a s  o n l y  v e r y  s t e r n l y  r e p r i m a n d e d .

I f  a  c e l e b r i t y  s u c h  a s  S o l o u k h i n  m e t  w j t h  s o  m a n y  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  g i v e  h i s  M o t h -
e r  a  d e c e n t  C h r i s t i a n  b u r i a l ,  o n e  c a n  o n l y  i m a g i n e  h o w  i t  m u s t  b e  f o r  t h e  " p 1 a i n  m o r t a l s "
i n  t he  USSR.  One  can  on l y  app rec ' i a te  no t  on l y  t he  i rony ,  bu t  a l  so  the  sadness  o f  t l i i s
ta ' l e  t o ld  by  th i s  ve ry  ta len ted  wr i t e r .

ECUMENICAL COMMUNITY IN  TA IZE ,  FRANCE.

A n  i n d e p e n d e n t  C a t h o l i c  p u b i i c a t i o n  t h e  N A T I 0 N A L  C A T H 0 L I C  R E P 0 R T E R  o f  2 / I 2 / 8 8 ,  d e v o t e d
seve ra l  pages  to  a  F rench  ecumen jca l  Commun i t y ,  l oca ted  i n  Ta i ze ,  Bu rgundy .  Th ' i s  Comm-
u n i t y  i s  w e l l  k n o w n  i n  r e l i g i o u s  c j r c l e s .  I t  e n j o y s  s p e c i a l  p o p u l a r i t y  a m o n g  y o u n g
p e o p l e  o f  v a r i o u s  n a t ' i o n s .  S o m e  3 , 0 0 0  p i l g r i m s  v i s ' i t  i t  e v e r y  S u m m e r .  T h e  C o m m u n i t y
i t s e l f  c o n s i s t s  o f  o n l y  B 0  m e m b e r s . t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d .  I t  p r e s e n t s  a  m i x t u r e  o f
C a t h o l i c i s m  a n d  P r o t e s t a n t i s m ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  0 r t h o d o x  s y m b o l i s m .  T h e  f o u n d e r  i s  a
Sw iss ,  Roger  Schu tz ,  who  be longed  to  the  Sw iss  Re fo rmed  Church .  I n  1940  he  came up
w l th  the  i dea  o f  t he  necess i t y  t o  reconc ' i l e  Roman  Ca tho ' l  i c i sm and  P ro tes tan t i sm.  He
the re fo re  adop ted  those  fea tu res  o f  Ca tho l i c i sm wh ich  he  l ' i ked ,  made  use  o f  P ro tes tan t -
i s m ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  a n d  i n  o r d e r  t o  c r e a t e  " m y s t ' i c i s m "  i n  h i s  n e w  F a i t h ,
s t a r t e d  t o  u s e  R u s s ' i a n  0 r t h o d o x  i c o n s .  Y e t ,  R o g e r  S c h u t z  c l a i m s  t h a t  h e  h a s  n o  i n t e n t -
i o n  o f  c r e a t i n g  a  n e w  r e l i g i o n ,  b u t  t h a t  h e  i s  o n l y  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a  m e a n s  t o  r e c o n c ' i l e
t h e  v a r i o u s  C h r i s t i a n  b r a n c h e s .

0 r i g i n a l l y ,  h j s  B r o t h e r h o o d  c o n s i s t e d  o f  P r o t e s t a n t s  o n 1 y ,  a n d  t h e n ,  s t r a n g e  a s  i t  m a y
r e e i l ,  a  p i i l s  C a t h o l i c  A r c h b i s h o p  p e r m ' i t t e d  o n e  C a t h o l i c  m o n k  t o  j o i n  t h j s  g r o u p '  F r o m
t h a t  t i m e  o n ,  t h e  C o m m u n j t y  s t a r t e d  t o  o p e n l y  d i s c l o s e  i t s  a j m  t o  u n i t e ,  a t  s o m e  f u t u r e
t i m e ,  C a t h o l i c s  a n d  P r o s t e n t a n t s .  T h e y  n o w  h a v e  s o m e  3 0  C a t h o l i c s  i n  t h e i r  C o m m u n ' i t y .
Y e t ,  o f f i c i a l l y  t h i s  g r o u p  h a s  n o  c a n o n i c a l  t i e s  w i t h  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h .  S c h u t z  s a y s
t h a t  h e  h i m s e l i  h a s  r e c o n c i l e d  w i t h  C a t h o l i c i s m ,  y e t  h e  f e e l s  f r e e  t o  r e t a i n  h i s  P r o t -
e s t a n t  v i e w s  a n d  h a s  n o ' i n t e n t i o n  o f  r e l i n q u i s h i n g  t h e m .  T h r e e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h i s  u n u s u a l
Commun ' i t y  se t t l ed  i n  New York ,  no t  f a r  f rom the  cen te r  o f  p romiscu i t y ,  d rug  dea l i ng  and

c r ime  -  l f r e  wor ld  famous  T imes  Square .  One  la rge  s i ze  pho tog raph  dep ic t s . two  young  men

w i  th  the " i r  l  egs  fo1ded  under  them,  s i  t t i ng  ' i n  f  r on t  o f  a  ba re  wa l1  ,  on  wh i  ch  hangs  a

c o p y  o f  t h e  I i o n  o f  t h e  H o l y  V i r g i n  o f  V l a O i m i r .  0 n  t h e  f l o o r ,  w h i c h  i s  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h

a  f e w  p i n e  b r a n c h e s ,  s i t s  a  c a n d l e .
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T h e  e o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t s  i t s e l f  j n  F r a n c e  b y  s e l l j n g  c e r a m i g : 9 ! 9  b y _ p r i n t i n g  t h e ' i r  M a g a -

z i n e  i n  n i n e  d " i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e s ,  e n t i t l e d  " L E T T E R S  F R 0 M  T A I Z E " .  T h e y _ a l s o  h a v e  a

s p a c i o u s  t e m p l e ' i n  w h i c h  a i e  c o n d u c t e d  P r o t e s t a n t - t y p g  s e r v i c e s .  M o s t l y  t h e y  c o n s i s t  o f

s b m e  P s a l m s ,  r e a d i n g s  f r o m  t h e  B i b l e ,  a n d  t h e n  1 0  -  2 0  m i n u t e s  o f  " m e d i t a t j o n " .  A  C a t h -

o l i c  P r j e s t  s u p p f i e i  t h e m  w l t h  t h e  c o n s e c r a t e d  h o s t s  f o r  c o m m u n i o n ,  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  w a n t

i t .  A t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  t h e  t e m p l e  i s  a  l a r g e  s i g n  i n  s ' i x  l a n g u a g e s , " J ! e  C a t h o l i c  E u c h -

a r i s t  i s  r e s e r v e d  a n d  v e n e r a t e d  n e x t  t o  t h e  I c o n  o f  t h e  V i r g l n  M a r y . "  " I t ' i s  f r o m  t h i s

r e s e r v e  t h a t  C o m m u n i o n  i s  d j s t r i b u t e d  d a ' i 1 y .  R e c e i v i n g  C o m m u n ' i o n  d a i ' l y ,  ( s o - c a 1 1 e d

f requen t  Commun ion )  ' i s  no t  cus tomary  i n  P ro tes tan t i sm.  P ro tes tan ts  can  rece i ve  the
L o r d ' s  S u p p e r  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  t h e  c h a p e l ,  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  C r o s s . "

T h e  p u b l i s h e d  a r t i c l e  e x p ' l a i n s  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  h o w  o n e  s h o u l d  " p r a y  w i t h  t h e . . I c o n s " -  " F i n d

an  I con  you  fee i  comfo r tab le  w i th ,  p re fe rab ' l y  one  o f  t he  face  o f  Jesus  o r  Mary ,  l i gh t  a -

c a n d l e  j n  f r o n t  o f  i t ,  t u r n  o f f  t h e ' l i g h t s ,  i n d  l o o k  a t  t h e  I c o n  w h i l e  l i s t e n ' i n g  q u i e t y l y

t o  s o m e  T a i z e  c h a n t s . i  T h e  a d d r e s s  o f - t h i s  g r o u p  i s  g i v e n ,  a n d  t h e  p r i c e  o f  t h e  c a s s e t t e .

" A  g o o d  1 5  t o  2 0  m i n u t e  m e d i t a t i v e  p r a c t i c e  w i t h  w h i c h  t o  b e g i n  o r  e n d  t h e  d a y - "  t h e

a u t [ o r  E i l e e n  E g a n  t e l l s  u s .  C e r t a i n l y ,  t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  c a n  o n l y  m a k e  a n  O r t h o d o x
person  sm1 le  sa f i l y ,  and  no th ing  e1se .  

-  
Un fo r tuna te ' l y ,  t he re  a re  some 0 r thodox  peop le  who

s e e ' i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h i s  C o m m u n i t y ,  a  c e r t a i n  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  0 r t h o d o x y -

W e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  v e r y  g e n e r o u s  s u p p o r t  f o r  o u r  P u b l i c a t i o n ,  a n d  s i n c e r e l y  w i s h  t o  t h a n k

the  fo l  1  ow i  ng :

H j s  E m i n e n c e ,  M e t r o p o l ' i t a n  V i t a l y ;  A r c h i m a n d r i t e  N i c h o l a s ;  A r c h p r i e s t  T h e o d o r e  M a r t y n e n k o ;

A rchp r ies t  John  show;  A rchp r ies t -  i r r i  I  a re t  As t rakhansky ;  A rchp r ies t  V l  ad ' im i  r  Sh ' i shko f  f  ;
p r i es t  George  p r imak i  p r i e ' s t  t t t i cho l  as  A r temov ;  P r ies t  S tephen  Romanchak ;  Rev .  A lexander

K o c h e r g ' i n ;  d e a c o n  K a i p o v i c h ;  N u n  M a r i a m ;  M r .  &  M r s .  V .  H a r r i s ;  D r .  M -  A s t m a n ;  M r ' B ' K r a s s -

o u i f V ; " M i ; .  V .  S e p e ;  b r .  Y .  Z e z u l i n ;  M r s .  T u n i k s - R o s n i a n s k y ;  M r . P .  A z w o r o t n y ;  A r c h i m a n d -

r j t e  N e c t a r j o s ;  P r j e s t  V .  M e l e h o v ;  D r . J o h n s o n ;  a n d  t h r e e  a n o n y m o u s  d o n o r s .


