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,.Tii E GT Ri'JAi"J Di OC ES.AN ii ERALD,. AECUT C iJ U RC ii i..i Er4IS,.

Recenii;' ihe edttcis af 'Chui'ch i.je*s" i*ceived a thciocop-v ,:i page 2-*l fi;m the "Geiman D!ccesan He;-aic"
''^"nich publlshcd an A.nncunccrnenr Rccarclnc Two Dislnfcr"rnaiion's" signed br- ine "Dicceean Adrninistraticn cf ths
Ge;-rnan i-ltgcese al in* Rus-'lal-: ,irtn,:'-1,:.r i-nr-:r'-rfi tJLiiside r-)f F-lLi*sia.' Heiow. we repitnt in L.*gllsl-r taansiatitn a
gnmpieie iexi Of iniS -AnnOuncemenl' cai'6i; r i i i ; retaii i ;nn ine iexl anO pitnCiitaiiafi aS !:r_ipitsne6.

irr issue # 6i73i ci a ueriucii ' ; i : i  l ,,r iuiisriec ir: ' l i le i iSA ulie; i i ie rrairs ui "Cirur'ci i i . ie.;r,,s i iui ' l irer 'Cir 
i ' j  

' i

i i  was siaied ier' p.;g; i) inai suil i :,.;=.i i ., .!f A.: .h;lasiui, Archbisiirr* i.r iaik. *hii= in ihe i iaiv Lai' id ir+i-, i juiv e io
.i:: l ; ' .  1' ' : nei:n ihele r,l ih i i ic rin;-cscri. i;,;c ci ih; l\uiP Cr*;-; i i ,r-iundin;c;'! ' ; i ::;n ls a plaln d;si; ic:r,::ail;n l_lee
3e33 18 c i the ebc ' . '=  f ien l r : :cc : - - :=re jc  :b:u i  ths p iessncs cf  Archl : : i : :p : \ ,4etK:n the #oi ' , '1-a-d.  A: 'c i " lb is-cp
iv_ l* f " . ,_ l iC IOi  l :eei  _t+; ! i i - r  f 'nr-1r : r r - , , r r r i r r ,  i ! i , l  

- l - i r+ 
t l f i * f f . , ter . i r_r l - t  !_r i , t i - r i r :n+1,{ . - ' r r ,  

, , i i r

SO i i r i rF i  h l  i i  aS  r<  l v r i r , - ; i  i r t  i l i :  l ' i  , i i i ' ; i . i !V  i i em ._ le fusa i2 r l  pv r i hn i  i i  ne f i r i nn  i i r F  I n to fman i  and  t ne ie t0 re  t i l  t h r s

oarijci j iar case cn€ na'. '  suDocse inal ine ecilofiai offlce ' ' .vas n'i lsiec in anotnej- "rnformai:cn" pubitshed ln ihe
Sart le  issue L l i l  L1a!J*  + re iet i i | . ;  io  ihe fcu i  iOie p ia i ,g4 by, i r i in  iA iChors i rc l - r  Mar i . ,  ICi . ia i  ihe seizure bV ihe i1 i4P
' : i  i ie i : iOr i "  t - r i l€  i ' i re ' - '  ; - ; i -a i  r i i r ; i , - i .  i - j i . ;  ; , i - i t i ia i  r t i - i , r i  Th* gb; i , i i , i i iy  + i :u i i '  a i - i  ; , , ; i : j i isa i 'Oi i  L i  DLvlOr- ;S
; ^ ^ ; ^ i i ^ . . , ^ ;  + ; ^i : ; is ioi i i i 'wei- i  i i ic - lvci l is C*i; lg ine serzi-; le i ! ' i r ,re U' iosCCw Pat; ' ;a;";nate oi Hel;-cn. ' '  Ai 'Cl":biShCp l*1aik Si; ' ' ; lpi ,
\#:s noi inere. Ar,; i t : l : i :cl- :  i \ .4ar r ' .w:s tpl ' : l l lec io cvels.;e m:?i iet:  i l . :  i i te Hci ' . ,  l - :r :c af i*r-Hec:-ortwas seize,l  anc
in i_aai ' l iai_i iai  l rr  see in i i  !hai Hg5rqin was iei l j ined iO t ir* RtjCOFl

A : S a  a . a i ' r ^ , i j ' i ' " ' r i l  ( . 1  i ' , , 1  n i a n V  l C S l n l J E i i O : ' ' ' i s  A n C  i n s t i i f 3  W e i . e  i - l i j n i t S n , . C  4 n c l j l  , ? i  l f  V , i a C , / K a  n l  j r  W e  a . . t i . i n  T

i ee i  i i  l vus  r r= ' *e .s r i  ! '  .u ;e ; - .  r ;  r . i  rs i ; r .  b i r iae  C i i  i ' j  "  be ic ; r i . l s  iu  i i i e  i . . inc  u i  ou i i iu : : i ru r rw i i i i  w i i rc i i .  iu  e r rgage r r - r
i ;*:- i : ' r i .s ' r i .r : i r i  i , ,- :a. 'r  i , :  i , - ,v"e, . i lesi i f  i .  i l i ;  sai i ie ievei.  Sui i i ' i  i i , is cai= vve *ei i , j*r j  i ;  iefui+ ih*-<€ i , :sir i ' i€
: ia : ' J ; : -  l : ^ i J  '1J , ,  - , : i  a , l . ' , ,  : c3r i ; l3 l ' t  ihJ  EJCd n ;n ie  c f  cu i -  iu l ;ng  : ] l c iJ ic i t  bJ i  ; :3o  ine  ;n i i ;  o :  ou i  . , . ; i c :3

e?is.cpete T:e :':::::ic:: :i Ci: fj cecia:"e: i{is iA.rchbishcp's i\.ierk 5i ; :e eiec::cn :c :'nenbe:-snip :f rne
$1rr,1rl 1l ff i ..h1;,. nf ir 'a l--QfOP /?fie1 the Viie rqie le i-.!eyed in -iei-i ls:iern =fier ih+ seiTtrre r-,f i-Jal-rr1n l-, ir !f-,a
lo'!, lscow i: 'aii ' iaicitaie) i:- i a blatar-it i i-!.3li i t D,v tne Couneil ci 'Eisho$s at ihe Fiist Hrei.aia:n in o!her wcrds !his !s an
et temct  lc  Drovcl ' '6  G sc: l t  :n  lhe ccncr i rar  unr t -v  c f  our  Cnurcn v, , i in  srancer  anc i res acarnst  c  nrerarc l ' '  cv
coi"i irasiing hiin wiih ine Fitsi i- j ierarch and ihe Councii. One carr L'rniv wo.rder wh',, peopie whc consrder
i i - i e i n : i i i vgS  i t l  U€  w r  L - r r L r ! r . , , r r v  i / i r d , a . " - r e i ,  WOr - i i d  n i l i  AbhO i  L jS i ' - i g . j L j en  S f i i f f i 4 i €S -<  i i i : - :  i -  r i  i - r ; ; ; ; i , ; ;  t i - r i i ; ' l - i : : ;  i i *

i ' ! 'es r iace in lhe hope cf u: ;ng ine GEe old method cf s la; ' lcei lnc the i i ' t i ,c:a; i i  3taa. l : '  3;arce '  G:c scre: i ; ; tG
'*rii be believed" sttil fr-rigirt find fevcreble ground?

StnCe t "n N at tempts tO SFeat  in  name oi  th+ tar thf r - j i  rn , r , . i .cr  i i  i , :p  l { { - ) i ' { - }k  : r -  t^ , i j in . . f lq  rc , ie iFnd
lne tn te res i s  c f  a i i  i i s f t t i i ness . "onemt i s t  l he re f c re  savsometn rngaoo l . r i r - l i so l r . r i cA r r c r -

T i - r i s ' s : ^ !O ia f r  o f f iC ia i  r ; ub i r ca t rOr - r  o i a i - r vO i i hed roceSeS,u . : ve ' '  = i : ' :S ; s :ae  i a , . . r a r ' r r za i ro i t s r  Ye t  f r  o r - r - r
r l ; i+ ;s t ; : - te  iar  i i :e  i ' : * r i  i l i  i ;  "  r jcv$tes a cei l t ia l  i , lace io  i i i ;  i r fe ; f  i i r ;  RQiQR i , , , , i , je , - i . ;  i i :e : - ; , i  i i t  a , . .€ry t : iased
inanns:- Su,3n ti lsi i is ecitc:s co nct r"efrarn f;"cm gcsstp a;ic u:,, 'ett i ' :3J iulioi3 Viacylie l ' Ia:' i- l:s noi the oni:.,
nieiarch l:f :re ?aCCR -lrcer ihe atlack b), "News" - cinefs are :. les: sc The ccncli iar decrees of :he
ROCCR 3re r i , : l : r i r le , : i ;n1- i  i ,1nn1g, i  f - : ; ,  "Ch N "  b l r t  i f is  31i i r . ; i f ; - ; . f  s i i .F sah'sr , , - tA i ia , : l ic i ios as the so-r ;a l ied "3 i :s ton
senlsm anc esoecrai r 'v  r f - re .> l - r7oai  sch!sm" wnich is  neacec cv ine cei ! 'ockeci  f6g;ng1 Bishor  Vatent !n
I  F n r  r c r n i c n r r  r  , r , ni , \ vv ; - ! i iauvr .  l v r ro  l s  cS l toc  c \ , '  Un l ' j  an  Archo ishop are  Dresen lec  \ ^ , , t tn  obv tous  s , / rnpathy  Bu i  Ch.  i \ j "
r i s i ihp iz ip i r ,  f ; l ;<  < i i sn l  q fu r  e . ' .a t r rp le  see J - ,aqe 7  Of  "Cn.  i i .  )abuu i  i i re  facr t  i i ra i  ne  iS  nUi  in  COmmU: i iCn, r ; i ih  ihe
RaiCifR i- ici  long ago i i  aiso iecci ie,f  

"vi ih si ini iai  syini lai i t ,v on Ai-. i in^iai-rdi i te Anihon,v iGiabbe) defiocked
scme t in:e ago, who is tei 'nec a bisno; o ' i  Cn i ' i  '  Tnis ideclcgrcel soi :Cei; iy, , '# i ih those viho have fai i*n away
ircnl  t l - :e , ;ni ty of the ROC,LIR ar l f  :a pfcpsg:r l l ,ze thstr  3atrvr i ies : ' ,  pel ' ts, ie wi. ;  et  the present l inr+ also i :  i ' to
in t ror l ,Jce scnis in tnto ine Ri j i l ( : lR ic ,  n . i 'm2r r tar '  l -n  N janci  ay i lq?q tne t fu ln ar lo t - t !  ihe cni i rnnrv nalure cf
pubi isners * i  'e  h h i  " '  anc inerr  reai  rera lorrsnro io  in*-  Ri l )CCR

"Ch i. i." caiis riseif an rnciepender-ri ouL,i icaiioi-r of Oi-tho,io.'. ChLilch oL:inion." Bii i " i- l i iepencience" is a
eorieept nrt knajwn io the Ciiurch anci ihe hii i ;" '  Faiheia- in ci-i i . j icjh language ir-idependei-iee fioi-i i  ihe coiici! iar
uneni in i t t '  enc C:uncr l la f  decrees :s  cai leC crDl : i 'e l l , ,  ,? t iC u i tc i . , t i i to i l tsC

The S;,r 'rod cf Bisncps of t ire ROCOR as eari;, as 1994 curin-q i is nreeiing cn A.ugust '17i30 h--ard ""q.bcut
ihe ani:-church activrirr cf the edit- 'rr of "Church lrlews Ana-ctasla i l 5ichati l,-rff, abaijt whom the foiiowlna i.c said
'wniie olsiofitng tne iruin in her own wa'," In tne so-c€iieci (_;nurch News." A i, i Senatilori enters uoon a
clangercus path of  scnism ieadrng the c i rurch 's  peopre r r r ro c ' t f l fusron and ctecepi ton.  Dy rn is  tenrutrng of  the
ciruic.it 's i iack Gy iiei 'ari i i-cit i ir( i i  aciioiis siie pr-lts i ierseif u'ui,*i i je uf i i ie Russi"irr Churr,i i  A.brua,.J arici join-t i ire
tanks of ihcse who 'woi;id harm iha Cliurch " i"Chi;; 'cn Life' # 5-e l ie'uv York i 3F4 p 3-4) The liynod issije,i a
dcci"ee accoi ' i :ng to wl ' : ich pastors sncuic i  :n  cvei i -  wei  snei ter  unwtt t ing pelsnicncis  f i 'cm thc Ccl iberate
,f, istait isn of ihe i '-L:th rn tf irs ta!:icrC ii irat rs. 'CX. i.J. ' )."
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Tire ukaz quoteei in ii 're Announeerneni of iire Hcirlrinisiraiion oi ir-re Dioeese of Germany oi ihe ROCOR regarciirrg
"Churcir rri"ews" was pubiished in fuii as soon as it becair-ie knowii i"., us, aiiiro,-igir ihe [rii-roi iri Ci-ii*f arrd pubiisirei'. A. G.
Schatiicff. never;'eceived ii diiecti-v from the Synod's Chanceilei",", anc found oui abcui it onlv half a veai- after ihe faci v;a
tne Sy'noc s oucircat icn Cr-.r ; lch Lrfe

The Administi 'aiion oi ine Drocese oi Geinran;, contpiair,as that "Chii:'ch Nerrs" pi:blrshed rnforrnation on the
siippcsed meeiing oi Hrchbishop lv4ark v,,ith Clri"ti Giindia.vev as is ciisi_omary wlth "C i..l ,, received ,, ,dii"ectiy ircrn
ierusai*rri '." "Clrurch i' ie',^rs" uses it-ifcrfiration recei,;ed fror-it tiris oi tirai source withcut rramirrg the ir-rfcrmarrr. irr extremely

v ^ * ; a  r h - , r . . , r + ^ ! i ^ ' -  5 i a ! I  - ^ * ^ + , " - ^ ^  + r ^  ^ ^ ^ ,i i i i e  r i l s lances  Te i  i i l  t le  j c r - i ina i i sm i ie io  s ! - i l l i e i i i ! r cS i i l€  lee , f  ' fCCu:S ia  r i se  i l i i s  means in  Orde i 'nOi  tO p , i i t  th iS  Of  tha i
inforrnant under sonre kind of r"eprlsal lt4any newspacers {even cf sucn respectabliity' ' as "The New York Tinres") ain:ost
daily re*ar1 jnforn':ation netlng that it vias "receivgd und*i a prcrnlse cf ancn',zinili ' \i l 'hai is lmpodant is how rnuch this ot
that pt-tblisher tfLlsts the received information to be factua! and also the trr_rstwortniness of the lnformant

The sentence about 'the viie role piayed by Archbishop lvlark in Jerusater.n at s*izi:re ol Hebron" seernrngiy
especiaiiy orended ihe autnors of tnts "Announcement", since tney quore it t\i lrce anc rne cniy lustification oi Arcnbisnop
ivlark's roie ihey see irra laci tirat the "$peciai Synod's Corrrrniitee" chairecj by Aiii;i,rsrrop iviaix irapperieci io arrive io ii 're
Hoiy Land as a resuii oiihe seizure of Hebioii by ihe lvJoscow Fairiarchate a rew iays ahead of iime. iir another wor ils.
ine Ad;"ninisii"atioi' j cl ihe Diccese ci Gel:-riani' ictaiiy ignc;-ed oui clr;qLe :l :^: lela,,,;cr cr Ar-chbishcp Malk in
Jerusalem and ;ust ie i ies cn t le t iming ci  nis :ppeciance rr  ine r loiy l_anc

l,'ei, in spiie,:f i i"it cffic:=i l-€?son i,: '. ihe =FrpLrintmetl by lte Syn,:,J c{ A..:h:'--r,,rp-r i1,i2;-i.. as ovei-se+r cf mattei"s
of ihe Rr-rssian Fcciesraslrcar l , ,4rssinn rn , ierr  rsaler i  in oi-der io have ret l i rnei j  '^+ r" i l^asier. , /  al  Abranam's Oak io tne
admirr is irai lcr- l  of  i i :+ R' iCOR - i rrs behavtor was reai iv r . ruirageous anu i ' r i ; : r , r , ,al  . r i . r  t ,J i i te Cituic i t  Ai . : roacj  Ai ter i i :e
^^ i -  -^  ^ '  r  i^L-^*  '  ihe l i , ' !osc:w Pair 'arahaie th i -o i iqh ihe agency of  Ai 'a fat  a. ; t^a - i i ' ^z i r l , tE i  ne ' f  ia  an, i  f i i 's i  o f  a l l  thc
lsrae:t pfess, qutte st:-cngl'; attackecj the aggressors ln the dail, l ,, ner,vspape's 'aa o and TV there ',vere intervie'"vs
cornments and news slcries whtch ',^.,ere ,,,ery,i 4**=ning to A.rafat's and the tt/P s pcs lrons The aCgressors were on the
Verge of retr-aating Birt lhen r-insxpectedl), tO the MiSSiOn'S pe!'S1nnel Archb shct |\4aik a!'r lveiJ 'ryhc io the fralpable
astontshment  of  the media wnlch was so angered by the seizure b,v the Paies i  n,ans and t i te  l ' i lP of  our  oroperty .  he as
President  o. i  :ne Speoai  Svncc Cornrn i t tee."  abrupt iy  turned tne mat ter  ic  tne Dener l  3 i  ine aqcressors At ter  arnvrng In
ihe Hoiy Lalc j  accompar i ieo by severai  pefsons (by t i re  way,  a iso Ro opponerrs of  i r ,e  iv ' iP ar  oesi i  Archors i rop lv iark
i inn iedia ie iv  s i i i - i i ' ;L ; i id€r- j  h ;msei f  wr ih sr- ippor lers of  t i re  idP anci  io ia i iy  €; ru l r lsJ 'c '  '  

!a i i , ; rpai ro i ' i  i i i  ihe work +f  n is
Coni in i i iee i r :e  Chief  of  ihe Eccles ias i ica i  l , i iss ion in  Jei^usaiem. Archimalcrr ie  Sai l^c;cne", , '  anc D€gan h is  ac i i , " . i iy  ' , r ' r th
hrr ry i l io l in ' -  rnnin^ isc in  name * f  the Fi : 's t  Hiera ich *e i  only  before ie lusaie-r  s  P: l :  ar ' - - -  c- l  e ' . ,er - r  i l . re fat  h i : 'nsel f l  Wi tni \ ,  v P v , ! y r v !

hic: i^ ,c i  i r , - i  , ,^ r innc rnnl ) ;  aDSLl i - ,J?)  -  ne tmmediate ly  p i i i  an en,J tO a i i  the n.+. :  ?  : , . , : i?S:S r_ l_-  - ; . . ,3 ,_ inat t r?Ct , r ,e aCirVi ty .
he paic a vrsit ic ihe;lrnei-ican Consii i who pron'l iseci icr the i j i ission aii sr_ioi: ir- re lcr_jr. crve Tnr5 ,l lqpsli i is r-nai-r-recj io
a Russian Or i f ro iox iacv whc veais aco wes a stu.Jent  at  the Sylnod's  Saturd:v s- : r .c  i r .  i ' .Jew Y, ; i r  As oecar , re known
l - r ^ -  A . ^ L A , ^ f , ^ ^  i t ^ .ia ie i .  .h icnDis i - r ' lp  i l i ia i .  l i , j  ic i  fc j io ' tv  a s inqle s i igEesi ion nrade b 'y  ih is  sympalntze.  i -o  o! l -  l ' l issro i - ,

l - lcv ' ,  s l - lcu iC one ;n ihe cpin ion of  the cornpi !ers c f  the "Anncuncen^e . :  b , ;  t i - rc  Admrnlst rat icn of  the Diocese cf
G* i r : :an ' , '  e l ia ;u=le : i ; :n  a: t r l ls  of  Archorsh+p $dark !n the Holy Land?

Bi : t  th is  ls  noi  a l l  Archbrshon Mark l i te ia l ly  cr r - rs t red the Miss ion s aol r . r rnrst rat  on by-  rmmer l ra ie ly  removing a l l
those persoRs v/ho i lv  3 l i  the rT ' reans at  therr  c i isposal  had t r ied to detend t i i3  r 'g i . tS o i  the ROUOR in the Hoiy Land f fom
the MP The couraqeous Cnref  of  tne Miss ion Arcnimandr i te  Bannoromew was rnmeoiarerv repiace f r rsr  oy Arcnimanor i te
Aiex is  iRosent i - ru i )  arr . i  therr  Dy ar to iner  Hiex is  iB i ron) .  Boi i r  are f . r towr ior  r i rerr  r - r ro- iv ioscow sei - r i t rnenis The nui r
fu lo iseya i i i  her  day s-s i ,ecte i  Ly i l , i  is i -aei i  Eover i i rnei i t  o f  bei f ig  a USSF s l /  Ipa i : ,zer  iook ovei"  t f ie  posr t io i - r  o f  the boi ,J
/ r i \ l - \ ^ ^ ^  i , , i ; ^ ^ ^
N U U E J J  J U I I d i  i d

A vrs l t  p : r ,J  Dy A,aci tbts i top l t iar i . .  to  the ieruseier . , t  Patr la i 'c i r  ' * , t t i l  i ls  apolcgies for"  nct  perrn i t t rng to enter
l ^ - - ; . ^ ^ .  ^ {  . L ^  i i . ^ ^ , --re,- i ! i i , r fv '3I ine !v!!ssion i ; ;115 gLte-ci iaiexis Ridige; '  KGB CAde nane l)rq7igt1 ) - even rnofe gi.eai iy ! , :Wered pi-eStige Oi
ihe ivriission 'Starting in ine y'ear i 943 our Mission never permitteo cn ner terriior,v any represcniaiive of the lvJoscow
P:trrarchate Tfre Je' ;usaierrr  Pai i rarcr- ,ate \^ i3s i t i l iy awai-e of i f r is Jt- ,{ j , - :evei i i reiess. especiai iy.betweerr the vear-s 1976-
, t  . ) o e  , . . 6 ^  a ^  r - i ^ ^ i r ,ivoo, was as TflenGi'y' towai'd oui' l\l ission as never befoie The i?iiei ic Arafat v''hich cne can say. was forc.ed from
ItJletropolitan Vitelir as a result of Brshop l,4ark's r-aising his vcrce tc hrs Frr"st l-lierarch iwhich he himself admitted during a
tran.Tz in Gothcamane) * remains a discraceful and permanent stain on the Ch,;rch A.broad

"Church News" on its front jage clearl;r states that ri rs an inrlependent pr-rblication of Cr"thodox Church
optnton" and nowhere ever attempted to represent " the farthfui  chr idren of the ROCOR'or.  even iess " in al l  i ts ful lness."
This asseriion by the auihcrs of ihe Announcement is nothing but tne fruit cf ldie fantasy

Our remark thai ti-re re-eieciion of Archbishop Mark io nrentbershrp of the Synocl of Bishops of the ROCOR
'  ̂ ^ -  Li-r^Fa :--  ' '  f iom ihe Councri  of  Brshops to ine First  Hrerai 'ch -  has sol td Eiounds Ai pi-eseni a ma1ori ty ofw a )  d  u l d t d t  t (  i l  t s u t r

nie;'archs of the ROCOR (in dir,ter-ing cegreesj sympatnises ivilh the Mcscow Patria;-chate anci Hrchbishop Mark
t- lsrscf iel iy prcvei tc be i ts veiy act i ' re =nd convirrceC suppcr ' ter whi ie t t4etropolr tan \ , / r ia ly ey. i -rresseC hlrrrsei f  qurte
stronEiy against any kinOs of negot iat ions with ! t .
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Ti:ere has aiways exisied fr-eedorn oi speech r* Orlirodoxy. fram iircjiviejr.rais as wei! as fr*m varicus
^ - -- --+ : - --.+t -- r-^ ^--_^! _-,-_oigaritzatioi'is ano rro orte has fl-ie riglrt io foree siierrce Tiie Church s iruth nevet was regulaied ifi i 'ougt-i deciees of tii is
c;^ lhat iocal Chui"cl ' l  and ; f  t ; ie Sy-ncd cf B;shops oi  even i l ie Ccunci;  wcuid prod' .ce cancnrcai iy rrghi  anc gi-ammaticai ly.
corieci decrees, i-' io ct'le i",cuid have a reescn tc r-idicuie tnem if :nere weie et present rnore pecpie famiiier w:th ihe
' |^tnnnq .?n,- l  h:er- nr:.r .rcipies oi ' : i l ' - l ! 'cn a' iminlsi iat ian. i le lr i r i :r i r i l i l  , f i  f inrenrp,: ' rar:/  tonci i iar in, j  s-; ;1g621 aeafets
probabiy'-vcruid nor be so constant an eveni.

Regar 'Jtng ihe staiemeni cf  the Gerinan Diccesar-r  Aui-nir is i ia i ic i r  ihal  'Ci ;urch News" " 'Jel iberaieiv ei /oids
t a i + + a ' + , n a  f h ^ +  + i ^ ^  A - ^ h F , ^ t ^ ^ ^  ^ f  C . . - j ^ l  ^ - r  \ ? ! ^ j . - . -  \ - , - , - - r  -main ia ln in i i  i i lS i  i r  . r t . - . ,L ' rv r r :  ru t - '  L ' r  uur -uc l l  a , - rd  V iad imr i '  Va ie i - l i i n  ,s  nc i  : r t  Co i t r r : tu i ' t ion  wt th  ihe  ROCOR" -  th is  ma i ie i '
cjoes n5i nled n:ent jcr inc frcrn al i  the cf f ic iai  epist :es and srni iar docurrents jn tne name cf the Suzdal-Viad;nr lr  D;ccese
and ais+ fi*rn c*nsiant ie*rarks abaut h!rn b;r the church adn'rirrstraiicn cf ihe RCCOR - lhis is ncre than obi./icus and is
nct known pf,rbal:rly only to those whs have nc inte!-est in chitrch matters

The questrons of the "defrockment" of  Arcnbtshop Valentrn as wel i  as ot Archrm Anthony and the matter ol  the
so-cai iec Boston scnism " !n ai i  tnree cases. were absci ' - r le iV creaf acts of exrremelv ciumsy vroiat ions of canons anc
iegai-investigaiive proceclures r:ri ihe paft of the Synod of Eisiror_rs arre iire Couricri as a iesuii of wirich the reiatiorrshiL,
+^ 'h- '--  !"  4h- oi "Ch. f i ."  iai id ther-n ci i i l ' l ' ;  rs i t  be expiari^iei i  . iot aS ai- i  i i lv ' i i rs syi i- i1)E'rhy, iowards ihem, bi. i i  asr u  t i t g t  | |  u y  U t 9  u u t t u r  i

a strcng assurance that their case is ;' ightecus

.EXCAVATi '}NS' '  BUiLDiNG IS BURi. iEL-) {-) i ' i  THE OUT.qit ]F

A.cc*i-ding to inforrnairor-r irci-r-r ier usaierir an outsi'ie waii of ihe "Russiar-r Exca,raiions" buii.j irra 'rhere rvas found
burni cri the st-;rface ua: ic ih* -iecoi-:c floci ancl ihe windo'ws wei* +overefi wiirl Gi"affit; There was a siicng snel; of
smoke inslde the bui!drng bui ihank God no frre occul"red. Members of the Or"thodcx Palest lne Scciety immedtatel i r
eal led the pcl iee. " . ," ' f r i i t i :  i r - ispeclst  t le currd,n,q and p!"omtsed to be back with Colonel Saham, who !s !n chaige ci  th€
safety of the Hnl;', Piaces rn .lei-r ;saten- B;r the order of the President of the O p S Bishop Anthony. anrj in agreement
wl in ihe rnunicipai  lo j  .e . .  t i 'e ' ,va I  cf  tne Excavat ions" bui lding an announcement was placed fcrbld.dtna rr t ter lnc
Besices ine cci i .e Drclr iseo Ic oeqn parroi i ing ihis area ior the iui l  24 hour perroo.

^ n / ' . 1  ' r ' ) r a . r  r / \ ,  r  A .
n r \ ' u - D i O - ( i i '  r v l ^ l \ f \  l i i  L n  I  V  l ^

We recerveC a i , ' ra l ' raap; '  , : f  a  ie t ter 'b ; r  ArChbiSh5pr l r l lar i  .  tC l ' ,4etropoi l tar r  Vi ta i>, regai , j l r tg  i r rs  ur t - - .xpecte i  i r rp tC
i  a tV ia  i i ' l  i n :  : : ' i , = :  1= i i l  . l  . .  

-  -  
A i  , , :  . i  l f  r n r s  yea i  A rchh t sh0 l  i i l i a f r .  i . ep0 i i s  Las t  WeCk  i  : . , - r c i . : ? i i  r : , 4  : , .  , 1n  i n  La i \ . r r a

because o i . r l  Dr ies i  Ples lnonr .  Arnorcse Ki iav insh repor ied a c is lurbance a i -ncng ihe Cr:nooox c ierg, , -  and scrne of  ihern
war-,iec t,: i i-reei wrif Tre Ii 'e ieason ior ihis uniest is ihat ihe Laivian gc\,/ei-nrT1e-ri dect,ie,i irn i=rnstate ine '1 94C staius
. ^ ^ ^ . 4 ; - ^  ' ^ ^ l  . - ^ + - r ^!  Es€i  ! - r ! ,  ,s  !  ao,  qnL4,F mat te; -s  The OrthoCcx Chi i i "ch at  thai  t ime was cai lec j  Latvran Orthr :cc r  Q hr , , ; rch ano wa*q r_ jnder  tne
* l i :cphcr ic i l  o f  Cci :s t :nt  Lroc;e I  r le t  a lsc wrth repr-esentet ives c i  ih-= Depart r " ; tent  for  Ret tgtcus Ai , ret rs  The,- ,  iake a
neutra!  pcs i t iar l  t : ' . t 'arCs .s  an, f  lo \ ,yarCs the Moscow Patr iarchate b, : t  the l l  r - . rnCersta l 'J  v€r ; ; . . ryg;1 that  we have no
proler tv  r lgh is  accorCt i - rc  i :  abcve- , r 'e ' r t roned iaw lmmediate lv  ahead cf  us in  thrs ienar tn ent  a : reet ing was held wrth
Rtga's  Bisnop Alexancler  of  lhe MP Tnerefore.  we met h im at  tne entrance He rnsrs ient iv  rnvr ted i t le  to  v ts i t  n im for  a
c r  r n  n f  i a r  r i r  r r i r , n  m 'vul ,  u '  iEq us"r !v : ! ry  s iay rn Rtga ano r . rpon iearn ing i rom ourArchimanor i te  Ci , r ' r l  ina i  Brsnop HiexanCer twice -spoke wi th
hinr  aboui  the t ransfer  of  o, - i i  Chutc i r  even before Fr .  Cyr i i  c i id .  iagreed to v is i i  i r i r 'n  renrp i  r  Ch i i  " )  The r r reei i i rg  was
; - | - - - - a , . - . -  + . !  r +  , : , . ! H - - -  ,in le les l i i lg  PLi l  wi inoLi i  aesul is  s lnce he rs  o i lv iousiy  a weak-wi i led h iera ic i i  T i - ie fe wei  a i i r r -ee i t i ies is  wi t i i  h i rn.  of  whorn
lne mcsi  u i ip leasant  'vvas an a i ic ie t :  c ic  ; la i  ' ,vno was ccnf ined i ; - l  tne :ar is  ;or  l1  r 'ea i 's .  He excused every int i lg  wi tn
f h i c i n t n ' c o n m o n l a n r { i l l e c i l t e r : r r ' ' , ; } e ' : r ' r d l i : : s u s i r r g i t t o ; u s t i f y t h e r r s e ' . . , e s  i " : ; ' , l e u f  t l ' r i s . . # e s p c k e ' . , e r y ; t ' } l e n s e i y f o l
iwo hDl i rs  anct  in  my opin ion a i rc  iha i  nt  f  :  A i r ,h i tse ih is  ratas usetu l  s  - i?  , t '  r i?ny i?Spt f ts  ihey haC to agi -ee wi th oui '
posii ion which the,"" previousl y: rn i su: ndersioorj

t ' ' jh i i *  i r , - fo i - rn ing iv , le t lcpoi i ia i - i  \ , i i ia iv  abcu,r  i r is  i r ip .  wh;ch of ier- i  hapger i  io  h i r - i r ' r i -e- , . r - i tac ie i - l !u ' * - , ' - * - . - r ,  J :
^ r ^hh , -h^^  r r * . r .  , - . , ^ ' . : ' : ^ ' ' , ' ^ - . ' ' : , : ' ,  l l ^ . . . " . * 1 ' ; t . : : ; : . - - ]  

t '  
I -  

t ,  
l  

i i i i r i  u i r s / r vvu teu i - v  u r  u rqe t l r l v '
F+,ilr i i i i ! :-qt;rlp1 ivlsfK. i&ried tc iet hiin xr*ow that the lvloscow hie|ai 'ch Alexai-rciei Ki;cli iashcv ai ihis meeting pi'eserited him
r r r i t l - r  =  n c n r : n i c  l n  i l r rvv- i i i i6 Udi ievi id rr ;  i i  rs p?st.  hls prececesscr on the Gei"man cathedra l ths laie Archbishop Paul)  v",as careless enough to
accept a gift of panagia from a hierarch cf the fl4oscorry Patriarchate whc wes \./!siting Germanly Yet, upon insrstence of
Metrerpclitan Phrlaret he had to r"eturn this gift

And regardlng the neutrality of the Latvian government toward ROCOR and the Moscow Patriai"chate on
exampie oi the Free Laivian Cnurch ,.vrhrcn for severai years now nas unsuccessfuiiy atiemptecj to get from the
government acknowlecigmeni of her iegai righi io be iegisiered) sne does r-roi receive ihis specificaiiy because the
.Vloscow Patnarciiaie enjoys prrviieEed staius ai"id ihe Eovei'nifieni makes no secrei of ii.
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ABOUT THF FUTURE PAN.DIASPORA COUNCIL

The bulietin "Vertograci-lnform" publisheci in Si Petersbur-g under the jurisdiction of ihe ROCOR in iis issue # 9
(42i for September in a eondensed manner reports ihai The Fourih Pan-Diaspora Church Ceuncii. the idea of which for
year 2000 was agreed to in fr-r i l  by the last Ccunci i  of  Srshops of ihe ROCOR, wi l i  be probably held in Austral ian where
the pieparations for this hisioric event have already started" {emph by "Ch. l..l ").

The choice of Austr"alia as place ic convene the Council seems tc us tc be far- from accidentai. In formei' y'ears
Councl ls wtth part lcrpatton of c lergy and lay people rvere held near the headquiar- ' ters of the Synod of Bishops Thus tv. ,o
Cot-rncils wer"e held !n Sremski Karlovc.i ancl a third one in Holy Trinitv monastery - wrthin the borders of the cliocese ol
the First Hterarch of the ROCOR. Therefore convening such a Council in Australia would be an unheard of noveltv for
the ROCOR.

It is a known fact that the iaea of holdrng a Council with the participation of ciergy and laity was introduced by
Archbishop Mark. who has proved hinrself a zealous supporter of a union of the Church A.broad with {he MP. Therefore.
to have the Counci l  in his diocese cculd provoke suspicion undesirable fcr Archbishop Mark Austral ia happens to be
the most prof i tabie step for the conspirators The diocese is ruled by Archbishop Hi iar ion (Kaprai)  who grew up and was
ratsed in Canada in a parish of the Moscow Patrrarchate to whtch his famiiy belongeo for decades He seems to be the
oniy member of this famiiy tc roin the ROCOR

Thre Austraiian flock consrsis oi a corrsiriera[rle number of refugees fornr Sharrghai arrd Harbrn regions whrich
once were undei 'occupat ion of t i :  USSR a.r iy fulany of them gi 'aduaied from a lC year school ing pi"ogram under ihrs
regirne and alsc dc nct nave ant i-N4osccw sent irnents.

Archbishop Theocosros when he partrcrpated in the Counci!  of  Bishops in 1971. at that t ime addressed ihe
Council asking fcrr sr-rpporl rn hrs slrr-rggle against pro-Moscow sympathizer-s rn his cJiocese !t seems, at that time they
were numefous enc:'jgh ic grve the diccesan Archpastor concern over the croblem

The organtzers of the future Counol r ,vork according to a plan deveioped to the lasi  detai ls.  Thus. the last
r i ^ , , ^ ^ ; t  ^ ,  D l ^ L ^ ^ -  ,  i .\ , u L i i r v ! r u r i r r l r  r u v l i l ! 4 a ) -  9 8 )  t n n a n r e o f  i h e c l e r g y o f  t h e D i o c e s e o f  G e r r n a n y w a s p r e s e n t e d w i t h r e q u e s t i o c o n v e n e a
counet l  to inciude ctetg" i  ano ,arty and along with i t .  a "possible l rst  cf  reparts to be del iberated at the proposed
forthcominc Counct i  of  tne ROCOR The lrst  contains 2 pages single spaced At the vei"y end of i t  ( in a sect lon tr t led'possible pract ical  steps rrn paragraph 7 about " technical  steps" i t  states

-  Tne acceotance c i  a  deosron by  the  Counc i l
-  Creai ion of oroantzattonai commtt iee (before the end of June '1998)
- Cre:t ic i -r  of  worki '  rg pia. rbefore end of July i  99$)
-  C i 'ea i ion  o i  o rga i . i : inE co .nmr t ree  by  the  Fa l io f  1998 and Spr inE 1399
- In March 1999 cef inrtron cf  place fcr the ccnvent ion of the Ccunci l  and creat ion cf  the local oroenlzat lonal

! u I  i I  I l l c =

i t  is tntereslrng to note that the Synod of Brshops made no off ie ial  obl igat ions regarcl ing a eounci l  r ,vrth
pari ic ipattcn of c iergy and lat ty In the so-cal led Epist le of the Counci l  nothing was mentioned about an agreement to
ccnvene such a Counci i  but undcubtedly Veriograd-lnfcrm" did not by i tsel f  invent the rnfor"matrcn ihat ' ihe preparat ion
for ihis histor ical  event has started rn Australra

To have the counci l  in Austr"al ia has at least two advantages agarnst holding i t  jn New York Frrst  of  al ! .  there rs
no way that the considerable part of the necessary archives, a must in such cases, couid be transferred there and in this
way the participants of the Council would be deprrved of information on docr:mentatlon regarding earlier regulations and
principle decistons of the Church Abroac especraly concerning the heresy of Sergranism

And secondly, ihe cost for a irip io Ausiraiia rs so high. thai only a few ciioceses wouici be able to afford io send
l ^ i ^ - - 4 ^ ^  i ^  - ^ - t : ^ l *uerHgdr.u> ru pirr  rrurpiSto in the Counci i  and thus. one musi expect that previousiy wei i  screene'J delegaies wi l l  be
operating v*ith the votes of ihe f!nancially strapped dioceses

An asionrshrngiy ciever act lcnl
P. S. The editor of "Ch. N." approached one of the hierarchs {a member of the Synod of Bishops of the

ROCOR) to ask his opinion about information on the Pan-diaspora Council in Australia, published by the very
well informed bulletin "Vertograd Inform." This hierarch responded with total ignorance of this matter.

ARCI-{BISHOP VALENTIN OF SUZDAL AND VLADIMIR IN ENGLAND

At beginning of September, at the rnvitation of the Archangel Michael Parish in the city of Guilford, England the
Archbishop of Suzdal and Vladimir" Valentin arrived in Engiand and accepted this cammunity under his omophor-ion.
Vladyka spent four days in England Arriving in Guilford on Fr^iday. on Saturday he baptized in a river two parishioners
and served a Divine Liturgy in the Church of the Archangei Michael.

On Monday Archbishop Vaientin gave an inierview to a iocai newspaper anci returnecj io Suzdai.



Ui'iEXPLAIhIED ts iTTERNESS

R piiest cf the ROCCR. Fi" Sieven Krasovrtzki;. and lvti ' Roman Veishiiio 'rvidely disifibut*d a iearlet enrrriefi
Hcw Christrans Are Kri ieci

A,fter stucytng the ieaiiet, ti is ob'./rcus inai rt is noi conceirtec w;th any kiii ing of Chirstians, but is abolji a
irishop of the ROFC Thecdore, vvho baptizec .?ne man iaiso his ."r.,ife and iwo chiidren) wno veil; much cioubied the
vaiidity ci his baotrsm ir-i the ivlosccw Fatiiar.haie

The leafiei is full of u.'ery rude aiiacks a,fainst the hieraichv- of the ROf C and ver'7 rnappi'opi'iaie i"efei"ences io
3orne th* Hcli: Fathers of the Church regar"ding neretica: bapiisrns There is alsc acded a nurnber cf vicious fantasies cn
the part  of  the authors of this disgracef ' -r l  docunrent For examcle i t  states. But we ask Christrans to ref lect on this those
faise hrishops do not ccnsider lhat they lhemselves need tc be braptizeci! This means that accor"ding to their own
convlct lons they are pagans. and not Chrrstrans But these pagans are concerned about aur Christ tan puri ty.  whrie
washinq ofi ihe seai of Hoiy Splrrt Ano tnese paqans care io insrsi thai tney per-lor,'n rne saving Cirristian Mysieries

"'vir'e do not know ihe reasor-r ior'i iris iireir-evii irrteni. i:ui iet thenr not iirink thai iirey wiro <jtcj rrct obey ihe church
- ,  . l t - - ^ - . . + . .  . . . h  , - - F  / - - . - - -aLrInofr Iy .  wi i rc i r  cgpi - iVed thei i l  o f  iherr  sacei , io ia i  rarrk ,  ihat  ihey wi i i  wi ih  ihe s i rn i ia i  ease avoic i  God s l r rdgemerr t  "

Th;S arnazinE Composi l iCi |De , ' i ; 'Cerec Di  i iS r rCicuious Concius iOns anC i i ' l 'S ie i iCe tone an lcrn:er  par ish lcner  of
the kii ied ;-rrtesi A.!exander" Zitarkcv '.^",iro sent a ieti.e, tc Dl. l ' lrchee! Ardc',, and asr,.e,l i lrrr f,Jr :rr e.rpiar:aiicr: Fr itJl ieiraei
intormec! hei thai ihe fanri!1r i,aaptrzed t ' i , Bishop Theocjore ieft the Cngi'ch Abi-caC since it i l ,ecanie fr!gntene,j by tne
eieariy inienfied rapFfoci-)en',reri oi ine Cnirrcn AbrOad'",1!ih the ldP The persoi'r '"^,.-,o Decai"ync a carlshlcner +f Fr
t l : ^ L  - ^ r  - -  - -  - - - ^ li!4icnaei. on severai occasicr-rs €xrlrgSSgC hrs coitcern abor;i ihe i,ali.Jit.v of lits bariirsr.r' sr'rcg he ,r,,as siandiirg ainor^i-,J a
giOup of pecpie whc were oapt, te '1 noi even by a pOr: i ' ing water Over their  heacls O1i srrrrply Spfrnkied with hclv, 'waier.
Fr.  l r l ichaei directed hi ; l  io Suzdai foi-  a consultat ion with the Bishop. His Grace Brsnop Theodore decrded to bapt ize
him. b1i using the Qutie iegtt t rnate form rn the Orthcdox Church "the seryant cf  Goci iname) rs baptrzed ;n case he is not
bapt ized in Name of Father and so on

In his expianat 'c" F'  Arcc' i  v/rote. 'The most amusing and at tne same t i rne sad thrng In tnrs srtuat icn ts tnat the
fury of tne aulrors ,s orrectec to I ' re wrong aooress. i  rnow for sure Inat In tne Cr.Lrcn Aoroao ; i  Ine otccese of tne First
!  ! : - _ _ - _ !i i leratcn geop-rig wi-rr-r coile fror=r-r ihe ivicscow Pairiarchaie are re-bapirze,j,. ir 'e faci s i irai ivieiropoirian Viiaiy cioes noi
iecognize ihe Eiace a i  ine l " iys ier ies ot  ihe 'Red Chuich ' ,  bui  in  one o i  h,s  n,os i  i ; ;e j - t  i i - i te iv ie lvs he s ia ied thai  Aposio i ic

cro<el)  ius l  i 'eceni i5 t  Fr .  V ic tor  Poiapov was depr i ' ;ec c i  n ,s  s la lu3 c i  Dean just  DecaLise he vyasO q u l g g - l U ; i  r !  ! C i -  v ! d i

fn rh r r lo  iho  , -  ia r , - r ' ,  " r,, *,,,..:er inll iC te-bai,-tirSt-,,1 ali ti-:CSe who jOined the Chufal-r AbiCa,J lr .rtr:i-re 1".4!rs,:,J-'r Pairrareh=te "
l i  iS aniazrng that whrie, !eing under inf !uenca of sr, ich a r . , ic ioi t . -c an,Jer againqi Archi- l rshap Valent in Ff

Krascvl izkv . 'vho onco lvas so rnstrurnentai  in his being crdained a brshoo, is not f rrohtenec to stand before the al tar and
continue his i-ninistr',,

MUTUAL CONGRATULATIONS OF KGB-ists

The newspaper "Russran Mr-s!"  {Russian Mind} of Sept.  23 in # 4237 publ ished information about the
reiationship of the Moscolv Patnarcnate and tne Yeltsin government.

As ihe papet ' reporis Aiexis Rici iger" i "DrozOo,r" j  on Septernoer j . l  exrendeci congraiuiat ions io Eugene
Primakov on ihe occasion of assumirrg trs new t jui ies as Fresicieni  cf  t f  re govulni leni  in wnich he says. "Togeiher wrih
ai i  ihe Or-thodox peopie i  i i i i  uD i ly pi6veis inai  af iei  vve nave been suDlecie. i  io s:ci- : r .s and tei-nptai ions our snio of s iaie
again i ' ; r i l  f tnd stabt i i ty anc the peopie of ,Russia agern wculd iasie the sai ,  : .c g: f :s cf  wei l -berng peece end pfcsperi t i r  "

The bulietin "Ecumerricai i,lews irterlationei" an O'*:lcbe:- : quoted fievilie Ki:-ke-Si-nith ia ,3;rector of the
Caiho l i c  cha i ' ' !ab le  o rgan iZa l ion  Chr ; r r ' -n  'n  f ' !eed l  as  exp i 'eSSing  h iS  ccn ie i ' .  ina i  P i ' imakOv r 'n rEht  be  a  dange i -ouS enemj ! .
of Christians in Russia because he '".,,as a veri' high level KGB executive and he was known tc be ln the past cf even "a
much harder !ine background" ihan Cherncrnirrdin ln 1991 Pr-inrako'.,\^/as head of the KGB's directorate for foreign
inteiiigence In Smith's oprnion at present the Moscow Patriarchate is seeking to accsmmodate the resurgent
Communist Party

The newspaper "The Jewish Press" of September 24rfi also rs extremely disturbed by Prirnakov's appointment
but for quite different motives As it turns out. Pr"imakov in realrty is a son of a Jew wiih the name of Finkelstein, but. . he
"evades questaons regarding his i!neage Tnrs newspaper on severa! occaslons has expressed concern that the
significani number of Jews in ihe Yeitsrn governrneni may provoke a iewisir "pogrom' backiash in Russia.

Arioi f ier coi league o{ t i ie KGB-ist  Ridigei i  Diozciov aiso wr.ruici  rrut  Ue ief t  bel i i r rd On i i re sar ire day t i ie Cfrairr-narr
^ '  rL^ n^- '^-  Externai Reiat ions of ine fo4P i f ie iropol i tan Kyi ' i i l  of  Smoiensk anc Kairningrad i  t"4iKnai iov'  in KGBJ i  i i  i v  L juPd i  r i l  re i  i t  ru i

iorme\  r rcn inrrn 'o ' ' t "  l reeted h:s co-wcrker .  Ceciar- ing thar  !n thrs extremei . , l  Cr f f icu l t  anC Cangerous per icd,  at the head of( v I l I l v / 9 | 9 v J v J ' v v v | ' !

the Russian cabinet of n-.inisters stands a nen wnc hes : soiid an'i well earneC r-epuiation of a wi*e and respcnsible
statesman, who foi manlr :vears laboi'ed in vai-icr-rs fieids and is marked vyith the seal of devotion io ihe country and
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peCIpie." Further. GurrciiayevlMikhaiiov expressed ihe 'hope in the iuture coniiiiuaiion and deveiopinent of good
; . - . { . . - ^ - - + . ^ ^  L . . - r .  - . . 1 e . - . .  t h . - .  a ' ^ .  , r ^ h  ! . - , - - r - . . . - 1 ,  / .  - - .  {  r ! a - .  D .i i i i e i  ac i rQ i i  ue iwee i i  r t re  wf  iu ic f i  ieacefs t l rp  a i rd  i l l e  i {uSSid i l  gOvef f i r t le i r t  r i t  uu f i  i r l to f i  Uause u f  the  revrva i  + f  R i . . iSS ia  "

E - . / ^ ^ + i . ,  ^ ^  ; -  + i . - ^  i a h l ^  ^ ;  i l - , ' i ^ , '  T h +  r '  ' - i ' - ^  ^ - ^ ; ^ ^ a  + h a  e a a r r a .  h ^ - ^ . , ^ ^  i ^  , 6  + r a i ^ ; n ^  . L ^  ^ . , ^ t . ^ ^ ir -  dL i i y  ds  i l i  r i i s  i du r v  u i  r \ r  y i uv  r i r y  uL juhuu  l i i  i i i seS  i i l e  i uus i e i  Decause  i t e  i 5  p fa i s i i ' l g  i i l e  c i j cKoo .

I \ .4ETROPOLi TA.N KIRILL'  -q TRAVELS

The Chairman of the Department for Externai F.elations of the ti/csccw Patriarchate, Metropolrtan Kvrill of
Smolensk, spent ihe end of Juiir qp Communisi Cuba in c,rder to organize parishes ci ihe Mcscow Patriarchate In Cuba
he met with Cardinal Ortega During a long conversation the situaiion of Caiholics rn Cuba was discussed and also the
!'ecent visit of the Roman Pope. During this visit Kvrill Gundral,ev,r"Mikhailcv" saiv several museums and placed a wreath
on the monument to Soviet soldiers who lost their  l ives in Havana. In the embassy in Havana he conducted a
thanksgtving moi ieben wtth a blessing of water anc met wrth rep;"esentat ives oi  ihe Russian cotony rn Cuba.
tnnr^y;mtiai i /  1d i i i - ) [  peOpie Of RuSSian irneage irve there wng Stayeq frr .St on 3r6ers tC Strengthen CgmmunrSm rn
CuLra i:ui rrow mainiy" because of rrrixed mariiages Neveril-reiess, tirese peopie warri ta irave a Russian priesi anei
s e r v i c e s i i r i h e i i o w n i a n g u a g e  B e t w e e i i i 9 0 i  a i - r d ' , 3 , ' t i i i e y  h a d a c h u r c h c i e d i c a i e d i U s i s  C o r  , s t a i r i i i - i e a n d H e i e i i  U y
A^'  "  iA A ̂  ^^^ ^ i  ̂  ̂  ̂  i  and rnade i i . i ic a ' ,heei: i :c I  s l i rc,c l t  ;s sei f  evident that l letr ;pc:; : .ar- ,  i (  t ' r : : i  i ' is ' iec i 'epresei ' t ia i ;ves cfi  i uw  i u i  i v  dgu  u ruJsu
r r , n r " r  ,  a r r L r r . n  / - ,  , , ' . , ' r  , 'OVe t r ) n tgn ta !  C f f lC ra iSr r \ i l  r v  v v L s r  '  : i

I ' i t t  iong ago he was also in Cara, ja in which thei 'e are some 22 MP lar,shqs of which he.. , is i ied 12 In
Idrnonton which has 2 RCCOR i:arishes one llP oansh (to oppose them?) has rncreased in strength and star"tecl
weekl',, services. since in most of iheri' uarrshes in Canada the ser,yices et-e conducteci iCependinc cn the size cf the
commr rn r tv  I  on iv  once e  veAf

RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH IN THE WESTERN REGION OF RUSSIA

The newspaper  "Russ t<aya Mys l  { "Russ ian  Mind" }  o f  Septembe ' i7 -2J  #  4237 pr rb i rsned an  in te res t ing
interview of Bisnop Serg,us oi  Ternopot rvhrch he Eave to Mr Nicnotas Mitroknin The nevrspaper atso pnnted a
photograph of ihts iv iP hrerarch ivno has an monasi ic,  ascei ic face, so rare for brshops of this Church

As the Intsiv.ew ci  b,snop Se'grus n- i3kes ciear when f ie was apc,ornter i  :J tne i  ernoiJol  D,ccese he thcughi f re
r r r a r r l A  t r ^ , , ^  a a n  ^ ^ . , -vvvuru , ,ovc uvu p,o, 'ohes 5ui l ien more inan a half  of  them became Uniates At p:esel l  nis oiocese has '1 26 pai ' isnes
fcr 

"vhici ;  
he i res ' i  24 i r t rests r , 'e i  t i re chul-ch si tuat icn i rr  ihrs era rs cot- l fusir tg io ihe pcr ir  thei  tsrshcp Sergrus has a

dean. aiso is considei-ed to be dean b;;  ihe autocephal ist  Ukiainians and in the nerghboi-rng diocese of Kamenets-
PcCclsk yet l

In the ci ty oi  Ternoc'oi  I tsel f  Brshop Sergrus has on!y one parish r . ,hich is busy wrth burlding a chur"ch because
the Nattvity CaihecJral whtch had been hrs before was taken over by the Philaret self-ordaineci

Asked what ts happentng in tne famous Pochayev Lavra Eishop Ser-gius related that since 1996 city of Pochayev
is in the jur isdict ton of Metropoi ' tan Viadrmrr iMP) This was done in order to prevent i ts seizure bv the Uniaies They
uniied with the autocephalists, CossacKs and some intellectuals and in 1995 decided hoid a church procession in order
to setze the Lavi'a When this became known. the Ukrainran Bishops deciared e three day long fasting and prayers for
Pochayev anci this march dicj not materraiize In memory of ihis, which one rnrght caii a miracle, in Pochayev now after
every evening service there is a procession arounci the church.

In aimosi ai i  tne churches under Bishop Sergius the servrces ai 'e conducied in Cnuich Siavonic bui ihere are
aiso some parishes which use Uki 'ainran i i 'ansiai ,ons but these are feiv oecause the Bishop himseif  defencjs the use of
, - [  tut  L; t  ]  J t i lvut  l t . - ; .

!n ihrs intei 'v iew ihei 'e is also an amustnE statemeni bi t  Brshop SerEius A.sked about his r"elat ionship wrth
autocephalists and other grcups. he enslvered that lhere are none. because thefe is ncthrng to talk about. Yet, when
nnr.a Rrc.hnn Rarnirrc aSked thenr ' ' \ | . /e l l  VeS nere u.,e quarrei  bUt tn heaven Snal i  we b'e tOgether?'  And they said tO
me" "There *e *,1! not tie tr,rcether with the Moscow lot|

According tc infcrniatlon. given by a seemrngly very worthy Bishoo. the srtuation at oresent has stabilized.
During the last year only one of his griests ieft and that was for pe:^sonal reasons and a number of priests (without
parishioners due to fear of fanatical authorities) are petitioning hinr tc be accepted again

Rnarktnn 'hout the eprscopate Brshop Sergrus quite correctly said, "The eprscopate has to have a solid' Y  - " '

understanding of whai we want Hnci in accorcjance wiih this concept conduct their wor"k wiih priesis And for a long
lime, some fool witft the heatls of tfreir ptrests, sayirig that supposedly we wiii have autocephaiy, just wait a bit. Anci why
iot say ouir ight that there wi i i  be no autocephalyi '  wny shouid we say somethjng ihat we feei inwardly is incoi"reci '?
Afier aii, i i is peopie outside ihe Church vrho suggest ihese icieas to us. When our episcopaie in Decembei-1966
i,nanimn ic l i ;  /1 rraro opposed) said that i t  is too early io raise the quesi ion of autocephaly and unnecessai 'y and thei we\  t  r v r v  \

are stayrng wrthin the ROC many were f labbergastecl  "
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Askeej what kind of relaiionship exisis beiween the Ukr"ainran Orthocjor Church ancj ihe fuioscow Patriarcnare.
Bishop Sergius replied, "Vt'e have enough rrgtrts lt is iinte io think fiow to use thern wiseiy, without undernrinirrg the r:nity
^ i  r h ^  - . i , , - ^ L  I '
L J t  U  ' E  U t  t u r  L i  I

Q n a o L , n n  a F  ,.pe-rr . i r ig r :ucui hirnself  personal i ; - ,  Sishop Sergius said thai  he hacjto i ive in the wcr" ic j  and in ihe rnonastery. bui
"al ihough a monk can be usef ' ; i  io the woi ic peopie want hlm to be rn 3 pirrsh But hrs nia{n actrvi i l . /  is pr-ayer-.  whrch is
n a n a a a l n r |  a n . |  - ^ i . i f ,(rL/! r'sa!sv ar tu ->y,! 'r,JGi Ho is a spirrtual warrioi' and not an adminrsti'ator I iaiher- prefer thai people in the world would
behave as if :n a mcnasterlr."

The rrery same lournaltst Nicholas Mitrokhrn rn mid-August held an intervrew with another worthy bishop of the
Weslern Region B:shop cf Lemberg and Dichocych Augustine whose quotaiions fron': his excellent announcements we
happen to use occasronal l , /

Mi i rokhin asked Bishop August ine tc character ize foi"  him the pfesent si tuat icn i r  the Lemberg diccese.
Answering his quest ion. Bishop August ine said i t  is t ragrc In 1990 the diocese had 1260 parishes. whi le some other
dioceses hao cnly a fe\/. Yel. by 1992 the officral numbef was B parishes and actualt!, --v=n iess: the diocese was
crushed by the Phi iarei i ies and Uniates His predecessor Bishop Andrew (Gor-ak) Jorneo ihe sei f-ordained Phi iaret
iogeiher with ail ihe prope'iy of the dtocese and ever-r aii the riiocesan docuirrentaiiorr whrch was clepi-rvecj of ;ts
r a a i a + r a + i ^ ^ ' r l h ^ i ; ^ 'feglsl ia i ion. i  oetteve," saicl  Bishop August ine ' tnai  rn tne Hoiy Synoci ihey didn' i  know tnar tne oiocese has losi  the
regisiratrcn. l f  t i ley knew. lcertainiy lvouid roi  r ; : .  c, . j ' rsec'uted . :s Brshop of Lenrberg. vVlre'  l l 'e d:oces€ u/as taken off
r L ^  - ^ ^  ^ r - ^ r r ^ *  : r  " ' ^ q  d n n e  c o n r a t l r , '  A n , " l  ' "  ̂ ^ -  |  ^ ^ - ^  L ^ - ^  r ' r ' ^ -  - ^ +  ^ . , ^ ^ . ^ r r  ^ ^ ^ i _ i i  

i t  t h e -  - -  O n l ; ;  ; 1 ,  t h g  p a s t  S g v g f a is r r u i  : .  r i  y v q r  u u ;  r L  J c L !  s i l y  n t  t , J  y r , , l  , = :  I  !  L _ d i . t :  I  t ! : :  g .  I  W d >  I  l u t  t s i y g !  |  i U i U  c l U U

weeks So, vre had to apply ' for a nelv registratron At present rn realr ty,  I  have ahoi: t  40 parsnes al thcugh off ie ial ly
ihere are 50." Some priests who left as in the case of Bishop Sergius. esk to be recerved bacf. ',,et they lefi with iheir"
parishioners urho by now aae accr-rstclmeo io other regulattons and do n{lt want ler reir-trn

Ccrnparing a spir i tual  father"wtth a worldl ; r  physician Bishop August ine properlv sard that r f  a ohysician does not
treat his pat ient properi ' t  ; twi l i  be scon cbvious on his skin orwith internai ai lments but er ic i 's nrar je bv a spir i tuai father
cnc can evaluaie oniyi t r  the cther ,a,or lo rn Hel l  Bishop August ine aiso compiatns that t t  is easy tc explarn to iay peopie
the demoticn of an n i l i iar ' . , ,  dccto'  Dut a suspension of a cler ic is very hard to understand

it  seems th?t tne' , ' re\^s anf mocos of both bishops in the Russian yvestern Regron are ldent lcai  i t  rs a pi ty that
there  a le  so  few o f  th rs  ( rno  o f  b rsnocs

TiiE CORI.J E,R STOi',J E

The ne*sp,ap:- Cn'rs:  a.  New.'s . f  Cciober 5 publ ished infoi 'mat ion that a ; i : - . r  :*  - tews hea, led by Gershon
Sclomon anc'"vhtcn rs cal l rnc r tsei f  "The Ternpie L4ount Faithful"  has the gcai of  reburidrnc the,Jerusalern Temple {r .vhich
was sacked and destroved rn accordance with Christ 's uiord) and has set a date or Octobe. 7 as the day for layrng a
C{lrne!" Stone for a new tempts So far nothing rs known abOut the actr-ral fr,tifi l lment of tne ceremony. a basic poiisheci
marbie biock lveignirg 5 and a nalf  tons with knowledge and permission of rnuntcica authori t ies rs already located in the
middle of a traf f ic c irc le whrch vias especrai iv bui i t  for this purpose. The crrcle is nor far away from the Damascus Gate
and close to the monument for soldrers kr l led dur- ing the Six-Day Wer.

i t  was suppcsed that the ceremony would start  with covering the blocx witn a prayer shawl ( tal i r th) and then wi l i
be moved to the destgnated piace accompanied by pr iests in white vesirrenrs specra v prepared some t ime ago made rn
accordance with Bibi ical  requirenrenrs Priests were aiso to anoint ihe sione

Tne ieadei 'of  tnis gi"oup So;omon wno f iopes that the iempie wi i i  te sooi- ,  iestoi-ed and i^eady for services. sair j
"Vve vrani io ienew ever-yrihing '"vhich oeiongs io the Temple ancl Blbiicai ii 'aciii ion We know that we are iiving in a
speciel  exctt ing t ime of reden-rpt:c. i  c i  the pecpie end the iand of isr  aei  i^e Ternpie f t4cur-r t  and isrusalen-r !y 'e feei  anr l
l iv ' l  ihe snp,^ir !  c ianrf i66nls cf  in is i ine The members of ihe Tgmpt3 I 'u, louni and Land of ls i .ae! Farthful  lv, lovemeni- r - - ' ' '  - ' c . '

dedicateC themselves to fulfil l the wish cf the God cf lsrael anC prophecies of the pr"cphets cf lsrael fcr the end times "
The rnembers of this organizatron b,eirei ie that their  l \4essiah wi i l  come as soon as the Tempie wi l i  be rebui i t  and

ihe r,vcrship services wili start The process of iebuilding the Tempte rs halt*ocl at present only by the numeroL:s Muslim
A.rabs and. Dartialli/. because of son:e European countries.

FROI I  THE L IFE OF THE SERBIAN CHURCH

The oniciai publicatien of ihe Serbian Church "Pravosiavije" of Sepiember 15 reporis ihe resioraiion of a diocese
iri Dalmaiia, whici-r was baclly hurt as result of tl 're Cornmunist regime ar-rd civil war.

D ; ^ L ^ ^  I  ^ ^ ^ ; ,6isnop Longin ln 19'J6 seni Pi ' iest f i ia Karajevich who i 'eponed inai  some i5,000 people were st i i l  i iv ing there
and ihai ii vras possibie io:"esiot-e this diocese. In 1997 a diocesan office vyas establrshecj in Daimatia iwiih ihe diocesan
edminisi i 'at i tJe center tn ihe ci ty of Shrbeni i . : ;  and then Bishop Longrn wes eble to return to hrs diocese He happeneo io
be cne of the fii-st Serbian Bishops who after exile was abie to retui"n to his diocese With him Bishop Miti"ophan of
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Western America came to Daimatia. Boih hierarchs. afier an inierruption of many years conducied a service in the Sts.
Cortstarrtrrre arrci Helen Cathetir'ai

In every parish anci monasier;v visited by Bishop Longin. who had ruled ihis oiocese for almost 30 yeai's, ne was
met vrith iears of joy ancl gratiiude Beiievers al aii these piaces expressed hope ihat Bishop Lcngin with his energy
. . , ^ . . 1 !  ^ ^ ^ : ^ r  r L ^ *  : -woulc asslsi  inem in reL\ui idrng an'J i -estorrng 'Jesi i 'oyed churches monastef les and other church bui ldings A book
publishe.d in 1997 by Stoirodan f,r-4iier,isnich entilied "Spiritr;ai Genociije" wiih,Jocumenied infcrmation aLront the
Cestructicn of 797 churches anC monasteries of unfcrtunate Serbia.

A.lcngside genuinely Orthodor Ser"bran Bishops (such as Bishop Ariemrle of Rashka ancj Prizren) - rnsrde the
Serbian Patriarchate there are also such trailors to Orthodoxy like Brshop lrtner of Bachka. who do not stop even at
dialcgu* with Jev*s

Internet infarmation from the MP reports that in mid-september Brshop lrrnei  accompanred by another Serbian
Bishop Athanassy of Herzegcvina arrrved in Moscorv and starled their visit to Russia fr'om the diocese of Metropolitan
Kir i i i .  ("Mikhai iov" in tne KGB) Charrman of the Department of Foreign Retatrons of MP

Afier serving a Divine Lriurgy wrth ivjetr Kirii i, ihe Serbian guests weor lo lvjoscow where ihey, iogeiher wrih their
host spoke at a press ccrr-rfetei-rce speciaiiy arranged ri-r order to i-r-rake arr oifrcrai staiement oir ihe subiect "The
reiaiicnship of ihe Sei'bian Oi-inooox Cnui-ch to the Ecun'ienicai fuiovemei:

Parttcipants underscofee tilel unrfieci cpinior-r aboui ihe ecurjreirioai r'rr.;verttert|.."virclt,"^,,as fol"rnulated ai ihe Farr-
Cr lhnr lnv  moo i inn  in  i t i ' l a ; t  , .  T i :SSa iOn i :a  G i -eeCe.  B iShOp i r - i i ^ ,e ,  c : r : :  -a :  :1a . i  the  R i ;SSian  press  SuppOSe,J iy
incorr*ct l ;v stetes the off icral  posr iron cf  the Serbian Chureh rn ihrs rnatter

This ecumenisl ceciare'l that "ln the case of ihe condemnatron cr Ec.,n enrsm, zea! not tempered b;,, i,y;t6o*
shows in an irrat ionai fear-of the heterodox The essence of Ecumen,sn s n ihe str ivrnc fcr" the icst i rni ty of the
Cht"istian wor-ld b;; peopie who ccnfess Cnrist as the Lord and Savicur Tr^'ere'iore cLir dur)r is to wriness about Orihodoxy
In thls l ractured wot^i3 as wel l  as an example of brotherly love toward those wfo are not our fel low-bel ievers."

Heie Sishcl  l r : re1 repeats the very same idea which Ecumen sis ; .e ba t  on f ishing rod thlew at th* days of
establ ishment of ihe Ecumenrcal Movement Serbs have a wonderful  pro,/e.b an old song to a new tune "

Wnr le  rn  Russra  tne  SerDran Btsnops  were  rece iveo by  A iexrs  R:c  ge .  tney  a lso  v is r ted  St  Sergrus  Hoty  Tr in i ty
Lavra Christ  the Saviour Cathedrai  anci  aiso a factorv in Sofr ino

END OF SCHiSII4 i i . .J THE BULGARiAI. . i  CHURCH

A.ccor ' ,J ing tc infoi" i lat ion pubi is i ied ihiough the iniernet Dy sendei-Orihodo;:  Chi ' is i rani iy on Ociobei '9,  In
Buigarla 's capitai  Scfra tnere ! ' , 'as a meeting of al !  Fatr iarchs and autonornolrs Churches rn sonre cases represented by
delegates of eptscopai rank to whrcl t  r , ,ere also invrted hier"archs who seDarated from the offroal  Bulgarran Chur"ch in
1992 and !.Jere Chariea ny- h,4etrc-)poirtan Prmen cif Nevrokop He cjeman,leo lhe resrgnation of Patr-iar-ch Maxim, who was
appointed tc this post,rn the sarre manner as the Moscow Patr iarchs startrng with Sei-gius Stragorodsky in 1943) in
vioiat ion to ihe 3fth Apostclrc cancrr Metropoir tan Pimen was ic lned bv a number of hierarchs whc shared his coinion
and declareo'  hirn Patrrarch

Btshcps wno separated themselves f i 'om Patr larch Maxim together rvrth Metropolt tan Pimen accepted the
invi tat ion anci arr ,veo for tne pan-Ortnooox conference As a resutt  aS s Stressed In the off ic iai  minuies. they were
offerecj a chance io rspsrri ancl by applyrng "exireme ieniency " ail ihe sanctions ancj anaihemas were iifieci afier they
deciai"ed iheii' repeniance and ine wnoie gi-oLip was accepted back Repeniance +;as offereci by ihe Patriarcn Pimen
himself .  al i  the brshops v;ho lernec nirn and even rnose who vtei 'e crda rec cy hrm ciui ' ing the schism Al i  the ciergy-
ordinatlcns were also deciareC vaijd Aii who iepente.J retained therr forn-rer titles and posts arrd even f',4etrcpciiian
Pimen wa$ pefmitted to use ihe irile of "foi"mer l"' leti 'cpolitan of Nevrciop " lt seems ihat accordin,g io a i'esolution. his
diccese r'.ti l l be ruled by aiready appcinted Brshcp Nethaniel \ /hat the future position cf ftletropclitan Pimen is not at
pfesent is not clear

The cecree +nding the sehism in lrre Bulgarian ChL:rch was srgned Di, all the participants of this Council on
Cctober" l

THE MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE AND ITS ECUMENISM

A newspaper "Rus Orthocjox" in issue # 7 (13) on the firsr
headlined "Whom. Then, Are You With Your i-Joliness?"

page pubi ishec an extensive unsigned anicie

The articie velv ihoroughii,' criticizes the pro-fcumenical and pafiicularly pro-Cathoiic seniiments oi the fuioscow
Palriarchate. in ihe first pa* of this ariicie (the Baiamand Union in actron) rs ciiscussed a receni agreement of Patriarch
Aiexis Ridiger i"Di'ozdov" to the appointment to Russia of another ti;o Catholic brshops. Now there are four' in Russra!
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"Rus Orihorjox" frequeniiy uses maierial pubiisheci by ihe Cathoiic Russian ianguage paper "Russkaya fuiysi" i"Russian
rvr i l ( ]  !

Fiom an iniei 'v iew given by the papai nuncio lo rhe paper 's coi ' respondeni Saknaiov i t  rs clear inai  'a p ' 'evtoi js
appointnient tc Russia of t'-vo Cathciic brsheps ir: .i991 dicj noi siirnuiaie cielight cn pai^i cf iv'loscoy,r Pairiar"chaie Untii
- ^ - ^ - 1 1 . .  r L ^  L : ^ - ^ - ^ L,p ,  t s , , r , \ ,  * ' ,  "S  o f  ihe  F . ,JSs ian  Chu i ' ih  r . r lp r€ ' t ' i f f , ' ^ . i i i i v  c ia t 'n i ' :  iha i  ih*  n i  imner  n f  Ca iho i rc  b rshons  in  Rr lss ia  c lp ; r l i ;J t q i ; r  ; v  L i  r G i  i i  I - J  ;  r u : ;  i ! s :  u ,  v u r i  r v p J  i l  r  I  i u J J i u  v i v u i  r y

^-^^^?'i^ a raaria+ia ̂ecessiirv. And ;;et. contempoi"ar,L,appo;ntff ients dii j  not pi-ovoke anrv cfficial obleciicns Even n:cie.E , ^ ! _ , E F i J J  A  ! 9 O ! t i t t u  ! ! l

in church cit-cles rumcis siei-teC abcui cooperatrcn cetween rhe ltioscov".i Patfiar"chete and the Vatican " iRFll #4226i
According tcr the saine papai nrincio, he per-scna!iy informed tRe Moscow Patriarch and the Chairman of ihe Department
ior Foreign Relat ions cf  f r4P Metropoi i tan Kir : i i  cf  Smoiensk that Caihoi ics want io have an addit ional two bishops due to
huge dimensions of Russian territory and "thev understood the necessitii of this.. They did not object. And when the
Holy Father appcinted new bishops, I  ccnsrcer-ed rt  to be my Cuty to inforrn His Hol iness the Patr iarch His Hol iness
Alexis l l  l istened to everything with Christ ian iove and understandrng We do very much appreciate such understanding
cn the nart of the onnodox church."

One of the newiy appoinieci  Catnoirc brsnops ro Russra a Pole Jerzi  fuiazur.  in ihe inierview he gave to
i lewspapef ' l ' lG-Reirglot ls" c l t l  ju ly iSih l ie ar j i - r-rr i ted t i rai  rr-r  RuSSid ai  preseni there are regisler*,-{  ar:d fr ; rrct ion fcur
Caihoi ic i "ei ig ious oi 'c jei 's f i i "s i ly ihe Societv oi  . ;esus inen ine Fi 'anciscans Dominicans ancj a women's orcei 'of  Theresa
"fuiissionaries o{ Cha;'iiy " The cratiy Cat|r'--lrc role'J tirat "rl rs irce ri rncnks are v;or-kirrg iri i ire schor:ls. lrcspitals ar:ci
orphanages fhis is breneftciai  io the r i id '" , i -a as \ry: i ,  as to ihe state '

The sarne paper reports 4iso !he aiilat rn I\,4osco'"v of the Fcreign Afiairs minisier sl tne Vatrean Archbishop
Jean-Lcuis Tauran. the Catholic hierarch clcsest to the Pope The reason for hrs ,.ii5il r'r,,3s the offrcral opening of e new
mansion for the palrai  representat ' res .  t r '? very center of Moscor, :v Interest ingl ;- ' .  h,efore th* Rrrssran a,-r thor i t ies
reai ized i t ,  a piaque appeared on tne Cathoirc mansion wrth the rnscrrpt ion "Embassy." The Ministry for Foreign Affairs
immediatel i '  made a fcrmai pictest Tauran pard a vis i t  to Primakov anC was successful  in many respects So. i t  seems.
thal the diplornat ic status af Cat i io i ics rn Moscow has been raised to a htgher level.  ai though Primakov did not make any
spectal  cammitments Al l  tne heretr :s , ,vho enter Russia to propagandrze of their  rel ig ions wi l l  have an easier t ime in
Eelt ing entry visas In case of , l i i f rcui Ies tney nave the r ight to appeal dtreci ly to the Ministry for Foreign Anairs Unt i i
now the visas were granied to cjrffereni pr-opagancia carriers oniy for a three month period.

Ai the san-re i , r1]e t i^ 'e ' ie^spaoe. 'Rus Orthodox" in ihe second pai- t  ot  the art ic le eni i i ied "Uhange Wiihoui
f  F . a n ^ a  I '  n a i a + a  a , , r  rLr i icnge.  l j i r i i ] is  i ; .1  io  i l^e ieaoe.  ina i , i  ihe mai ier  o i  Ecumenicai  act lvr t res,  ihe l , loscow Pai i ia i "c ia ie Sy 'ncd in  sp; te of
ver lcus ar ld c ie= '  i - rJ i : : :s  L!  O:- r ' i . :a , r  bei rever  S l r t  RuSSiS lo ia i l i , rgr tcres ihem ei l . j  [ .  r is  iv le ' "  sess:ur i  "expt 'essed

sat is fac i tan \ : r ' i : .  ' :s - i is  : f  :^ :  " i :  ihec ogicai  d iscussions of  :epresentat i i res cf  the RC an:  Ge. . i .an fp iscopal
Ccnference of  the Ror-ar  { la tnoi rc  Church on the sub;ect  c f  ' t ,Jn i t i r  and d ivers i ty  c f  thc t lhurcn and'Borders cf  the
- L , . - ^ L  "  i ^  .Lftut-c*.  .+s ts siaied rn i le ar\  c le 'One can ha,. ,e no doubt that the pef i ic ipants of those crscusslons aqreed on the
opintr :n ihat "civersi ty- c i  tne ChL-;rch'  rnciL-tdes Orthodoxy as wel l  as Cathol ic ism And "the border"s of the Church" in ther i"
interpretat icn are iv i , f ,e encuoh to rnci ,de on equai foot ing Christ 's l ruth and the Papists 'heres_y "

This newspaper also l rsts anciher two cases for "sat isfact ion" on ihe part  of  the Svnoo of the MP. an Ecumenical
moor inn  r r ; i th  F ' . iencc i iS iS  in  Ger r rany ,  and the  Send ing  Cf  a  de lega i iOn fAr  d iSCUSSiOnS r , t , r th  E i ,ange i tS iS  In  Frn land.. , ' - - . . '  . U

The ar l tc le ends wrth the statement that " the 1oy of prous zeaiots of Orthodoxy after the decisions of the
conference in  Thessa ion ik rwas a  snor l  .  vec  one Noth ing  has  changec:  Tnro t ign  the  e f io ' ' l s  c i  rne 'N i t<od imi tes ' the  pro-
Ecumenicai poi icy of the ieao'ersnip of ihe iv loscow Pair iarchaie i -eiurns ' io i is crrcies evokrng the chal lenge io Aiex:s
Ridiger himself  whom, then, are yoi i  witn Youi-  Hoi iness?"

MosI FM sYr\- , , !pATH!FS IN EURoPE

Not e single relrgron is spreecing at crese'r+ es fast as ls lcm Euen Eurcpe has been captureC by a rnult i tude cf
l'.4osierns. v*ho build iheir r-nosques and qurte successfullv spr-ead their propa,-landa amrdst Christians. Only a few llears
ago in the eenter of Cathol ic ism, Rome, the iargest mosque bui l t  in Europe

The bulletin "Ecumenical News Internationai' of Octcber 7th reporis that the i'etired political activist Di" Yan
Slcmp ia specia!ist on Mcslenr matters) and also a prominent activist of ihe Reformed Churches of the Netherlands
deciared. that it is tirne Christran theolograns recognized Mohammed as a prophet Slomp useci to work in Pakistan as a
rtark raaarrlrna Chrrglran,MOslern matters and SaiC tnat by now man),, "theOlOgranS" and "ChurCheS,' agreed thatr v  v '  I '  r ,

tti lohammed may be compared with the Oici l-estamenr prophets.
He macle ihe artrrouncement Lrecause tlte iviosiem religir:n is wicje spread irr NetherlarrcJs anej marry Mosiems

^^-!  'L-:-  ̂ L i i r -^- '^ Christ ian schoois " l f  the cni idi"en ask thei i ' teacnei" what ne or she ihini(s aboi i i  lv lohammed and> E t  l u  L t  t g i l  L I  i l  t u t  t s t  I  t u

ihe teacher answers ihai he is a false prophet, the ieacher faiis out oi favour wiih the Mosiem pafents. if the teacher
sevs  he  i l ' .4nhzmmpi l )  i s  a  f .o -a i  n rnnhpt  t l - t c ,  to r t 'har  in i i i l  n rnhah l ' /  i ra i  ;n i ^  t r r ' r  i l - r la  i r ; i th  h is  n r  hpr  r , \ ^ /n  n r< i^ r  "  A t  n rpqont

/  , v  s  Y I i i '  P l  u L u L ' l t  V L i  i l  i l v  L i  v v u ' u  u '  i  i l r  v Y v l  I  P q J i v i  .  , - r i  p - i  s J ? i  l L

in the smali cauntry of the Nether'lands ihei'e are 500 thousand l*lcslems.
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A "Chrisiian." Siomp thinks thai "\Iie shouid say Mohamrned is a prophet, ancj ihai he musi be treateci wiih' :s lVloiranmed has beeri consiliefed a false proohet by the Christiarr tracjitron. but lslam dici rrot sayresF jecr  ro r  uen iu i l t

such things about Jesus " Yet he does noi expeci at  piesent ihai  Cni ' ist ian Chui"ches wi l i  make a speciat ;oint  deciarat ion
on ill|s matter.

o ^ . , ^ - ^ l  - . ^ ^ -Se\,/erai years ago Fatriarch Pathenios of Alei.andr-ia weni even fui-ther v,'i ih hts prc-N4oslen'i sy'inpathres ihan
cr^*^ " ' !a^^ h^ /^ l iared F'-4ohammecl tc ce noi only a piophei hir t  e;en an apost ler Intei 'estrng that af tei^ thrs
^t riren.^'| Ic r{anlaratinn. not one of the "Orthodox" Churches condemned hrm nor considered it necessar',, tc break
ccmmunion with hrm

*EDICATICN CF A SYNAGOGUE ON "RELiGiON HILL ' '

The newspaper "Novcye Russkoye Slcvo" ("Ner'*, Russian Word"; on Ociober 4th ehcking Frith exciternent
ran^rrar j  tha ' rar i i^oi ;on on "Re! igton Ht l l  'Moscorv of a synagogue, headirnrng tnts anneuncement as "Youri  Louzhkov
has incarnaieci a ciream of Jews inr-ouqhout ihe whoie wcr-ici." This synagogue stands nexi tc an Orthocicx church anci a
mosque

The cjecj icai ion cf  t le syiagogue occl i : reo ai iei ' ihe enc of ihe jewisn ConEi 'ess ;c lv4cscolv Tne members of
this Ccngress'r iei"e disai i i :orr ; leu l i lu l  t i re cererroni" , . ias i rol  et terrcjed by Alnelcal  Presldeir l  Ci tr t i 'Jr  ' "vt lc '"^, ,as expected
b'i, them. r-hiit "the po'iiunr of lono'"ai-y guesis ,.^.'as no'l empi;. ihe ceiebi"aiion was atiel'lei iy Yeitsin and lvloscow's
l \ i t a ' , n r  I  n , , - F r i , n , , ' t  ' . ' hrv id i i r i !  LU i i . !  !RL iv  rv i  io  v / i th  f  ne  sanTe dr l rgence bur lds  Chr is t  the  Sav iour  Cathedra l  and a  "n ' re ! -nor ia i  s rvnagogr - te  "

The President ,Jf tne Je'r,,rsh Congress V Goussinsxy sard that "Yeltsrn for ever wiii oe renrernbered in history es
the first elected President of Rr-rssia who began a dif.ficult ancl painful process of reform and who came to the dedicatron
cf the s,vnagogue " The truthful i ress of Gor-,ssrnsky's words cannot be crsputed

Louzhkov greeted Moscow's Jews wrth the worC "shalom" which made al l  present quite ecstatrc and said: "For
mo thic i< :  h:nnr day. A. dream of Moscovites was real izeC [Reai ly?i  "Ch N "]  the dream cf Jews in Russta and thc
whole world " As is related further. the Moscow's Mayor "discussed with such care and respcnsrbrlrty tne needs and
prcspects of iewish society in Russia. that even the rabbis were agrtated " Louzhl<ov presenrec rne chref Rabbr for
Russia Acioif Shayevich with an ancieni Torah scroii anci conclucied his iriumphai speech wiih ihe greeiing rn Hebrew
The cisi i r rguisn+d guests iei i  accompanred by singlng cf ihe synagoEue choir'Vei" tog; 'ac- infoi 'm' in 

# 9 i42; noies the presence ai  this ceiemony of i 'epi 'esei ' r ia irves cf  ihe Moscow
Pei i ra r -C i ls iu  L , ; i  J - :v r : ; ; j  r ' r= r l leS. r ' . j r  t i i e r :  i i ? f l k .  l t  r rCu id  be  St ia r lg*  i f  r l fdeed the  Pe l l ,u r ; r r r le  \ i v :  :  l yJ l .  i c t j rese i t ieC,
having in mind that the l' 'es,deni an,J I'v"!ai;oi- Louzhkov wei'e thei^e

THE !T./CC A,N D H OI\.4C S E,XUA.L lTY

Accordtng to the bul ietrn'Ecumenical News Internatronal" of  October 7ih on Sectember 19th rn Amsterdam a
symposium was held tc mark ihe 50th anniversary of the esiabl ishment of WCC in Hol land cal led 'Fai1h rn the City --  Fi f ly
Years of the WCC in a Secular ized \ tVestern Context This Ecumenical organizat ion r ,vhrch nas 330 members groups of
var icus rei iglans, InciudinQ "Orthodox" according to r ts Gene: 'al  Secretary Dr Konrad Raiser has tc solve among other
probiems aiso the toucny matter of nomosexuatrty wnich is by now tai tnougn nor naporiy;  recogntzed oy a major i ty of
Wesiern faiihs as "a way of iife ' This maiier with extr"eme acuiiy was cjiscusserJ Curng ihe iasi Lambeih Conference of
tne Anolrcan Church. which was heid ;asi  Auetrsi  Aimost the whoie conference was dedrcated to discussion of this
maiiei'.

In the coniing Decernirer in Zi'---rbab,r,,e a fest,ve iubiiee Assen-rbly is ic be opened of the ,niCC and her leader
n ^ ; ^ ^ - ; ^ . , ^ - . .  - " ^ L  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ ^  l r . '  ̂  ^ + ^ + ^ . . ^ ^ .  ' . ^ : ^  h . ,  + L ^  ̂ ^ " n t i - y ' s  p r e s i i i e n t  w h o  c o n d e m n e d  a  s i n , 3 f  h n m , r c e x r  r a l i t v, *  . - , t  . . , - -  - I * , !  I L E !  ! l s u  U ) /  d  > l d l E l l r E ' t '  ' , t d ' J i j  u y  i r , U  L U U I  j i . i y  - \  l ' - i - b i l l E a i i .  { Y i ! L ,  U U i l U U t l ! t l U U  C  S l i l U l  : . _ . . . _ _ _ . . _ . _ . . . ,

as a traCiticn foreign io Africa l!4ost denomrnatrons rn Afrlca Co not accept homcsexuality Therefcre a number cf
"Churches" rncludinc the "Orthodox" feei that thrs matter should not be r"aised by, an organization like the WCC. Yet. the
Generai Secretary oithe C,r,rncil of Churches rn Hollancj Ineke Bakker sairj that the W/CC already successfuily resolved
pfoblems regarding "social ethtcs" and there was "stil l a lot of work for the WCC and the Churches on the issues of
perso*a! ethics. including homosexuality."

Dr Anton Wessels, a professor of relrgion hrstory at Amsterdam University called upon "the three Scripture-
based faiths -- lslam, Judaism and Chrrstianity -- io reread therr" holy books and to questlon theif condernnations of
hamosexuaiity . We are facing a common probiem of reference to hol5r books These holy books are quite dinicuit
because of the cjiscriminaiion of wornen and discrimination of homosexuais. ii might be necessary to deletc some
sections because they are tlre product of their times."

Raiser said ihat the latesi  researches prove that ihe ma1oit iy of  the cnurches which changed iheir  vrews about
hnmnc^-' '4i;+" A;^ 't not because of Scripture siudies, had dene so nci because ef a nev", study-ing cf scripiure, butI  r v ,  r , v o g A u s r { ( t ,  u r s  J \
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because "change occurred in socieiy. anci ihat obliged churches to iake another iook at the issue " iie ihinks thai
"Cirr:reires slrould be aware tlrat t'rrerr nrorai stance was'cuitural'ancJ not rooted iir scrtpture as they believed" previousiy

tvangei icai  Luihei 'ans of ine KinEdom of the Netnei- ianos deciared that tney wi i i  not send their  delegates io the
Assembiy beeause the Presideni of Zirnbab,"ve, Mr i' j lugabe, rnacie insuiting remarks regarding hernosexuals

I t^. .-++i+ai^r- .  the so-cai led "Oi ' tho, ioi :  Chui 'ches" i t , i i l  sen' i  t i reir ' , ie iegates in order ias they ciairn) to rnake al r i l g V g '  L l  l g l E > >

niimber of protests tc the \ryCC and arnong them also a protest for- st-;ppot"t of homosexuals
The Mcscow Fatr-iarchaie numericaily rs the largest O*hcdox Church in the I4JCC and ii is ur:der very strong

p!-essure on part of genuineiy Orthodox people who insrst that the MP exit from this abominable organization. As the
"Ecumenicai News intei-n*tionai" of October 7th beiie'/es, "The Orthcdox leadership has generally tried to resist such
exlreme views, preferring a ooiicy of constructive {?l "Ch. N.") cnticism of the WCC."

A reporter of a Polish newspeper "Rzeczpcspoiita" asked Alexrs Ridiger about his reiations with the church
groups in the Western Region who now are seeking nationa! independence and, as a result. also ecclesiastical
inclependence. Aiexrs ii answere.J 'l thrnk ihe inoependence of tnis or any other Orthodox Church doesn't always
depend on wheiher a pariicuiar countr"y is sovereign or noi. Besrdes thai. ihe faci ihat ihe canonicai terriiory of one
Orthodox ehr.:r'ch ernb,races SBv€r'&l [rdeperrderrt siaies rs perlectiy no''ixai cir the Orthodox world."

Rldigei^ aiso iolo the i -eoorter that he hopes to cont inue ciaiogue with the Roman Cathoitcs. but by ai l  means not
."vi th Pope ionn Faui i i  untr i  ihe revived Uniates in Ukrarne stop " ihe ci isgracefui  c i iscr iminat ion and persecui ion of
Orthod':x Chr"isiians "

Holv dces Aier is Ridigei 'expect to exciude the Pope of Rome f i 'om his dialcgues with Cathcl lcs, without whom nc
treditrcnal Cathoiic may, rnake a srngie step -- is a secret knov,,n only to the lt4oscc',v Patriarch. But no metter u"hat, there
hrs i r tp ro Polanc is aireae)/  scheduled for - lanuary next year The newspaper nctes that :his would be the very f i rst  v ist t
tc Poland by a Mcscov.r Patriarch

UNREST IN THE GREEK ARCHDIOCESE IN AMERICA

From the time Archbishop lakovos was retired and Archbrshop Spyrrdon was appointed to hts post, very soon
within ihe Greek Archdiocese serious problems began. The new Archbrshop started making dr"astic changes in the rules
and methods of hrs predecessor and that soon enough led to malor conflicts From the ftrst days of hts appotntment he
made changes in the bociy of p:-ofessors in Hoiy Cross Theoiogrcai Schoo! Thrs act rmmediaieiy provokeci numerous
protesis from ihe bociy of professors Ai iire same time rumors siarteci aboui ihe ciesire of ihe new Archbishop io sell ihis
very iarge properiy whicn is iocaied in a oeaut i f i ; i  pai i  of  Bostor

In acccrJance wit t  Amei ' ican laws on corpoi"atrons iay people wei 'e accustomec to considei ' ing themselves
o\A,,ners cf per"isn :nd e',,en diccesen propenV Le;., pecple began to proiest the norr' lcng sterdrng rules and stai-ted tc
accuse Archb, ishop Spyi ' ,don oi  erproprratrng 550 000 tr"om a lv i l l  whrch totaled $115 t ;00 The new Archbishop aiso
expressed a wish ro purchase for hin 'rsel f  a burlding costrng one mil l ion fc lr  hundred thousand dol lars cnd fram the
diocesan funds he *rade a non-refundabie down payment of $139.0G0. In regard to thrs property 15 trustees of the
diocese voted against the pr"rrchase and only 1 fcr Because of this the Ccvvn oay-ment was lost Now, the lay people sue
the Archbishop for B mi l l ion doi lars In return. the Archdiocese is suing a grcup of people for using the diocesan address
! ists to mai l  their  protests.

It seems, that the abuse of power by the new Archbishop reached even far away lstanbul and Patriarch
Bartholomew appornted a Bishop Demetrios lo Amenca who will resume a nurnber of duties, rncluding llalson to
internai ionai Orthodox Chris i ian Chari t ies ( iOCC) and the Orihocjox Christran Misston Center (OCMOC). He is aiso io be

responsrble for the Ecunrenicai Affairs Office, ihe Starrcjing Conference cf (Canorrical) Orthodox Bishops in America

iSCOBA) and Home lvlissrons As is known, Archbishop Spyridon was not reiired and repiaced in return of his promise to
the Pat;-iarch not to make an'y- impc;-tant decision without frrst consuiting the Patrtarch.

One wonders: \,,hat actrvrty rs left for" Archbishop Spyrrcon?
{"Fcumenical News Internationai" crf October 7th and the "Vorce of Orthodoxy" for August 1998)


