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CHRISTMAS EPISTLE OF MFTROPOLITAN VITALY
Fii-st Hrerarch of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad

Christ  rs born; exal i  Himi
|  '^nnrar i  I la io fou al l ,  ihe chi idren of our Russian Orthodox Church Abrcad. in draspora and rn the vastness of

cur homelafid on the great f-lcl;r Day cf the Nativity cf Chris{
Every great hcliday always deeply affects our way of iife. or"ir darly iife, revives and sanctifies it. Even a

chtldren's Christmas tree and +specialiy the exehange +f gifts and greetings. transform us all in therr ceiebration The
Christmas fast ends wtth a very strict day On Christmas eve no one eats any food uniil the first star is visibie and oniy
then. only strictly fasting food. such as kutia and cooked fruits are consumed. After that all go to church dressed in their'
best garments.

I want to dtrect your spiritual gaze to the mi/stical essence of thrs holiday Among us is belr:g born the absolutely
unusual iy holy,  hol iest among ai l  the saints.  our Lord. Jesus Chr^ist  the God-man A human berng. l ike al l  of  us, but
stnless and God tn oi"der to carry us along wrth Him into the Goo's Krnqcom and make us gocis as King David speaks us
"ye are gods..  "  This ts ihe spir i tuai  essence of thrs hot iday r ts rnystery Tnus drd our saints profoundly undersiand this
essence and devoied iheir  eni i re l ives io apBrcxir ,rat ing the image of Chrrsi  ct  Nazaret i r  wi in their  whole being Anthony
lhe Great.  Makarios the Great.  and cur Russian saints r ighieous Sergrr- ,s cf  Radonezh Seraphrm of Sarov r ighteous
Joh* cf  Kronstadt and a count less host , : f  i ' .ncwn and unknown r igi" teo,s pecpie ther- lsel i ,es became r ighteous and
wondefd/orKefs.

May the Lord help us t l  r , ' , ,a ik cn the Dath cf  moving toward tne God-man Chrrst  the Savlour as much as i t  rs
posstble for each one of us We cjo not nave to walk on water make bread from stone and tui ' i - t  a snaKe rnto a f ish al l  we
need is the grace of God Hclv Sprrr t  to drrect our mrncj,  our heart  and our wi l l

I  wish unto you al l  this Grft  because I  know of no greater Gif t .  Amen.
Metropolr tan Vi ialy

CHRISTMAS EPISTLE OF HIS EI ' -4INENCI ARCHBISHOP VALENTIN OF SUZDAL AND VLADIMIR
TO ALL FAITHFUL CHiLDREN CIF THE RUSSIAN ORTHCDOX CHURCH

"Christ is borR: exaii hin':i Christ fron-: heai,en go tc rneet himl Chirsi cn earti"r be ye tifted upl
Sing unto the Lord. ai l  the eai ' lh and oraise him rn song with loy C ve peooie ior He
hath glonfred $-limseif "

Todav the holy Orihcdox Chur-ch soiernniy and brrght ly ceiebrates what is the incornprehensible for the human
mind: the m\rstery of the lncarnat ion of the Son of Gcd and Son cf Man, our Lord Jesu-c Chr;st  f rom ihe Al l -pure Vrrgin
Mary in the oty of Davic Betf-r iehem during rergn of Krng Herod (Mt 2. 1i

One does no{ know with whtch words and which exaltat ions one can spread the news of the day of Christ 's
L l ^ } i . , i ; , ,   .  ^ .  , ^ a  ^ ^Nallvt ly At sucn an celehratton human vvords are powerless to gtorrfy God l f  Chrtsf  a ' l  !1,s D, i1h was pr-arsed by the
angels '  l tps, the more now lvhen He reigns. rs i t  drf f rcul t  to praise Him with human l :ps

The holy day of Chrrst 's Nat iv i ty today rs much n-rore superior today ncrv than rn those old days then angeis and
people were jusi amazeci ai the brrth of the God-Chrld Chrrst but today, when '"rye know not only about His birth, but also
i-iis suff*ring. shamefui ceain glcrious Resurrectron wonderful Ascensicn arid oeing seateC at righi hanC of G*d ihe
Father and about His second victor ious coming, vrhich we hope wi l l  be socn then our re1otctr lg shouid be even stronger,
because we happen to be not oniy ihe .ni tnesses cf al i  ihrs but also co-partrcrpants rn our salvat icn

Shepherds knew sooner than princes of this +rorld about the birth of the God-Chrld Christ and the saivation of the
world and angeis manifested this not io Kings and juciges but tc simple people, shepherds. That !s r.vhy we should not
wonder that the innoeent have been deemed worthy to find out about Chnst's grace before the powerful simple peoBle
before proud soverergns

What became known to shepherds, princes could not know (l Cor 2 B)
With the bir th cf  ihe God-Chrld Chi^rst  we have received the ful i r ress of God's iove and our fal ien nature.

according to the depth of our uncjerstanding of this. becomes reestablished in a supenoi" grade of hcnor and dignrty
which were iost in Eden by our forefathers,

While rejoicing about the birth of lhe God-Chiid Christ, let us hurry O beloved in Lorcj, to giorify Him rrvrih the
church's hymn. "Christ  is born: exalt  him! Christ  f rom heaven. go to meet himi Christ  on earth. be ye l i f ted up! Sing unto
the Lord, all the earth. and praise him in song with joy, O ye people. for He hath glorlfied Himself "

After living through seventy years of capiivity by atheists, its revulsrons, the fruits of which we feei even now, let
them not lead us to despalr and anger. but let us purify our senses and in the depths of our Crthodox consciousness with
ail ourbeing approaeh the newly born Christ and with enthusiasm in oirr hearts. iet us glorify His birth and pray Hrm to
help r.ts be delivered from this diabolrcal nightmare which has ruled for the lifetimes of several generations
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In these difficuli and scrrowful times. when many of oui- compatriots iive beloiv ihe povertv iirre and often a!'e
lacking even bread, when heafts are hardened, when there is not only no heat in many houses, but there are absent
o*an nn^d h,mrn ral3ii665, i ask you. rny beloved brothers and sisiers in Lord to accept nry greetrngs cn the hoiy day of
the Nativity of Christ and the approaching New Year with wishes for a grace-fil led peace, love for each other, patience,
wisdom humility generosity and zeal fsr the truth of holy O*hodoxy.

May everyone ieap on high spiritually and direct hrs steps not io building a Babylonian tower of human pride and
sin. b*t to buildrng God's house rn hrs soul for eternal lrfe rn Chr"ist Jesus. May He Vv'ho was bor"n in Bethlehem and !aid
in a manger, the God-Child Chrrst, protect you from ali temptations and send you His great mercy of gocdness and love

With iove in Jesus Ch;'ist.
the humble + A. Valent in.  Archbishop of Suzdal and Vladimir

TIIE TRANSLATION OF THE COFFIN OF METROPOLITAN PHILARET

On Saturday. November 8121 on the 13th anniversary of repose al  ihe ihrrd Firsi  Hierarch of the ROCOR. at 3
Pivl ihe iransiatioir took piace cf hrs corfin froi-r tne cfypt of ihe cenretery cnapel of Hoiy Trinity ltrlonastery to a recerrtly
prepared final resting piace under the monastery's cathedral cnui"cir Next ic ihe new addiiion to cathedral, ihere is a
fesirng place of the seconcj f  ; rst  I - l ie i-arch of lhe ROCOR Merr-cpoir tan Anastassy

ln order to avctd any possrble surprrses durrng the translatron of the coi trn to another iocai ion, Archbishop
Laurus, in presence of several  c l=rrcs, includrng the oeputy Abbci cf  the Hoiy Trrntt_v i tv lonastery. Archimandri te Luke.
dectded to open the coff tn after r i  was removed f ior l  the immured burral  vauit  several  days prevrously lmmeci iately after
the coffin was opened the cierEy pi"esent at this event tock a number cf ohotographs before the remains were cleaned of
dust and a bi t  of  cobweb Then Archbishcp Laurus seaied the ccffrn ano iet  i i  stand for a few ciays. unt i i  Fr iday
November 7/20.

When Metropol i tan Phrlaret 's coff in was opened i t  was discovered that hrs boCy rs rotal iy incorrupt When the
dust was removed t t  becal"re ob! ' rous that eiso lhe vestments of the Metrocc' ,1a. r3cr oS l f  t re; ,had been j , rst  put on
Even the paperwtth an absoiuiron pfayer in nrs hand. as wei l  as the Gospel whrch was lay on nrs chest also sufferecj  no
changes His mandia whrch ccvered th€ ccffin lvas found to be in perfect crder lusi oristy The color" cf nls face and
hands darkened a bi i  oniy after they were washed with rose water and lv ine. Hrs legs aiso ufrcovered bui not washed,
retained their  natural  color

News of the incotr"upi ion of the beloved and respected Archpasior spreao i ike l rghter i inq The spread cf this
riews was alsc heiped by officiel ir:forn:ation gr',ren b;; the Synod's chancellery on ire Internet

The pre'r ious plans for t ransiairng the coffrn cal led r t  to b* cai ' r ied in a church procession but then t t  s iarte 'd lo
;"ain and Archbtshop Laurus ordered the coff in De brought by car On Fi iday. exact ly at 3 Pfv4 the sound of the huge bel!
f rom the bei l  towei 'of  the monastery rvas heai 'd anc rn aoout 10 ininutes the carwith tne fuletropoi i tan's ccff in ai"r ived ai
' r^ ^^"^ '-^^ +^ 'h- ^?thedral .  Met by clergy and the monaster_v or 'otherhor:d. the coff in was carr ied into the church whi iel t  ! 5  E I  t l t  4 !  t u E  L U  t '  ' C  \ _ C

singrng irnros "A help and r 'efuge hath salvat ion become to me" and r ight af ter a panikhida was begun. l t  was presided
over by Archbtshop Laurus with some 10 concelebrat ing pr iests and 6 deacons and protodeacons. In the church there
were some 20C hundred people After the panikhrda, the coffrn was moved near the wali and at 7 PM a viqri service
began

Aiready knowtng af the incorrupt ion of Metropol i ian Phi iaret a nunrber of c lergy and iay peopie insistent ly urgec
Archbishop Laurus to opei" l  ihe coff in for these 24 hours, but he categorrcal ly refused ciarmrng that he had no blessrng
rnr i t  r rnm h,c e.nar.^r and that he already sent his report  to Metropoir tan Vrtaly At the same i ime i t  became knor 'vn ihat
A  r ^ k h . . ^ h ^ ^  |  ^ ,  , - .  . ^  ^ -r ;  ur  rurr r  rup Ldur ur  udteEoi" rc6i ly  f  or tsade any copies b,e made of  the ex rs t i r  j  C ' i lo tographs and even ihat  they be shown to
i l n \ lnna

The next day, on Saturday No,.,ember Bl21 the Divine Lrturgy was served for the feast of St Michael, the
Arnhannol Richnn Gabriel ,  who intendec to part ic ipate, unexpecteci ly fei l  r l i  and because of a high fever eeuid not
cilonr{ Finhiaan nria5{s participated rn the Lrturgy. 1'1 deacons and protodeacons while a number of priests came to
Liturgy. bui prayed among the lay people rn the cathedral. This service was attended by some 400 peoole

During the communion of the clergy. Protopresbytei"  Valery Lukianov del ivered an excei lent homily in which he out l ined
a spirrtual portrait of the repcsed First Hierarch

n &^- ,L^ ^^" of Liturgy at which comrnunron was given from two chalices and before a panikhida, Archbishopn t l g l  U  r g  g t  t u

Laurus said that finally after waiting for 13 years ihe additionai crypr had Deen built for the Metropolitan's coffin and lhat
he himself and the Synod of Bishops received numerous and insistent requests to bury finally the remnants of
Metropoitlan Fhiiaret Archbishop Laurus also at great length expiained why he refused the wrsh of ciergy and lay people
:o keep the coffin open, and he had to admit, that his refusal "was a cause for disappointment and sadness " He
repeated again that he had sent a report  to Meiropclr ian Vitaly and novr i t  is al l  up to the Synod's decision as to how to
respond to the incorruption of Metropolitan Philaret At the end of his sermon. Archbishop Laurus calied upon the faithful
to not sc much clncentrate on this event, sut to pray fcr the Metropolitan ancj also to hirn untr! the will cf God becomes
chrvlous A malcrity of clergy and faithful were at a loss regarding ihe absence at this feast of Metropoiitan Vitaly, who
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oniy a year ago disappointed all by his absence from lhe funerai of Jose the guardian of the rryr.h-guslrrrrg icon, wtrose
body was also found tc be incorrupt. Yet the absence of the Metr^opolrtan and also other Archpastors ai such a solemn
occasion as a transiation of incorrupt relics of a former First Hierarch, couid not dampen the festive mood of all the
participants After the end of the paniFlhida. the coffrn with the Metropoliten's relics was carried in a church processron
around the cathedral and after a short litia out in ihe crypt permanently, whiie a marbie sarcophagus is made

Th* translation of the tuletrcpclitan's c*ff!n concli:CeC v;iih e rner,icriai tfapeza offered by the mcnastery's
!:rotherhcod The trapeza ineluCed severei rcoms due to ihe number of people tr: be seated

While e verv voung archimandrite in Kharbrn Meti"opolrtan Philaret ,,vas ebsciutely irreconcilabie toward the
Moscow Patriarchate Even than. when influenced by tne propaganda of Soviet hierarchs in the 40's during the
occupation cf the Fai East b-v the Recj Ar"mv the entrre eprscopate acknowledged the Moscow Pairiarchaie {including
Archbtshop John of Shangai)  and his cwn father Brshop Drmrtr i  of  Hai lar together with other hrerarchs repatr iated to
USSR - oniy Archrmandri te Phl lei€t  in his eloquent and rcrceful  sermons spoke of the i ies of the MP and even refused to
serve molebens for those who were to be repatriated On several occasions he was summoned for interrogations (at one
of ihem he was even bealenj and then an effort  lvas made to ki l l  h im. a house in which he l ived was sei on f i re and
windovus anc doors of ine grouno f loor were DlocKed Fr Pnrlaret managed to escape by;umping from the window of the
second f loor.  whi le lether severerV burned As a result  of  these burns, unt i i  ihe end ne suffered a sl ight disf igur"ai ion of
the lower part  cf  his face airC some bendrng of his head Hts vocal cords also si- i f fered

Th* lepose* L, i+tropcr i iarr  veiy rnucn i-espe: ieC Metropcir tan Anthony correspcr-:ded wi ih hiry:  and was his true
c l i c c tn l e  en r t r t r t nc  \ r , , i n  a r t  h ,S  . , i e , ,VS  an .C  COnV,C t  OnS

In ionnect,ci-r  wrt f '  the revealeci  rnccrruptrcr '  c{ Metropol l tan Phi laret.  r t  is pr-oper to infoi"ni  our ieaders ahout
another case wh:cf- .  probably rs not known even now

\ndhen Metr^opol i tan Anthcny died rn Sremskr Karlcvci  and had no money at al !  Patr iarch Varnava cal led the
Seci 'etary of the Synod of the ROCOR rat tnat t rme Count George Grabbe)and asked him io purchase the best and most
expensive coff in he cculd f tnC Karlo '" 'cr  s a smal l  town and as i t  became known later.  the very best and expensive coff in
had sl i ts in the bottom Tne funerat ser '" 'ce for Metropoir tan Anthony was conducteC in the patr iarchal cathedral  in
Belgrade For this occasron the Yugosravran governqrent gave al l  their  Russian employees t i rne off .  The Beigrade
cemetery which had a very brg Russran sect ion i1n wnrcn was an eniarged copy of the cnapel of  lveron in Moscow) and
where lvietropolitan rvilled tc be burred was on ihe oursxrrts of the capitai. The Metropolitan's coffin was brought to the
r ra tes  o f  cemeter ' . /  hv  ihe :ar "  and.  then tO ihe  C: - /a . r '  :a r r ted  hv  the  c le rov  At  t i ta l  t r r . r r r ran l  r i  ?  n r roc tq  nOtgd tha t  at  - t  , ,  r r  ' r  4  H .  r v r r L

nrixture of ot i  and wine had leaked onto therr shouiders rMetropol i tan received the sacrament of oi l )
Aboui sof ie two years after the Lurra'  of  lv4etrcpc"lan Anthony i t  was cisccvefed Ihal  there . , !as underground

rn r : te r  in  tho  rn ,n f  Thc  sarcnnhanr  j s  l - 'a f l  to  nq  n  , t  e -1  anar t  and thg  COf f in  l r f tgd  Cut  : - .  O! - f ,e r  tC  be  ab ie  tC fVOfk
Archimendri te Thecdossy was present.  a fal thfui  ser ' /ant and frrend of fuletropolr tan Wher-r tne .rarbie part  of  the
sarcophagus was remeveC i t  was obvious that the coff in iooked as r f  r t  had just been put rn Accordrng to an admission
ol Fathar Thecdossy he baci ly wanted to open the i rd cf  coffrn but he cid noi dare ie.  Tne ivcikers notrcecj  i t ;s emottons
and started asking quest ions about who the deceased .ras to him and when he died !^/hen they found out tnat the
Metropol i tan had died scme two yeai"s previously the ivcrkers were astonished and said that af ter such a perrod of t rme
they normal ly coulo not work wrthout masks and when they foi ,nd out that this was a brshop thev prously crcssed
inemseives and declared thai .  undoubtedly.  this mrrst have been a saint iy man

It  is also interest ing to note that Metropolr tan Anastass_v was buried on the fr f th day after hrs repose rn a warm
peric* at the enC of fr/ay The funeral home attendants at that rrme asked what must be done in the Orihodox Church tc
have no change tn the appearance of Metropol i tan Anastassy and no odor.  They were tolc that there must be a pious

Unfortr:nate!-v, spitcful people spread rurncrs that bcth l,,/etropciitans A.nastass;,' arrd Philaret were ernbalmed Ai
nracpnt t imo there cre st i l !  many witnesseS al ive rvho partrcipated ,n ihe organtzatron cf tne funerals Of bOih Flrst
Hierarchs who kno'+,, that the procedure for both Metropolitans was the same as for every rCr-thodox clergyman. after
repose, their bodres ai'e washed and vested by clergy who themseives ia-v them irito coffins In both cases, the funei'al
director ies del ivered the coff ins to the Synod of Bishops and ent ire partrcipat ion of those funeral  homes was l imited only
to delivering the coffins froni New York io Jordanviile

The Deputy Secretary of the Synod of Bishops. His Grace Brshop Gabrrel .  regardrng this false information issued
an oft iuai  statemenl.  categorrcai ly denying the possibi i i ty of  embalmrng

ln report ing ihis event rn the l r fe of the ROCOR a bul letrn publrshed in St Petersburg in issue # 11(44\ noted not
without reason thai "recently we were informed from Jordanvrlle that the relics of Metropolitan Philaret were again
lowered into grave and given up to the soil, which evokes at the very least bewilderment "

A FALL OF METROPOLITAN VITALY

On Tuesday, November 11,241h, whrie walking on a street near the building of the Synod of Bishops of the
ROCOR. Metropolitan Vitaly slipped on the sidewalk face down and at that bi-oke his right shoulder and collar bone
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Meiropolitan Vitaly was imrnediately brought to the neaiest ciiy hospital where he was treated Vladyka already
has returned from the hospital and rs on hts way to a full recovery Unfortunately, a fall which results in broken bones at
his ege wi l i  requrre a substant ia!  t ime t* heai

ABCUT RUSSIAN CHURCH PROPERTY IN GERMANY AND iTALY

The newsp,apei" "lzves!i!,a" ilnformaticni cn Norvernber 26th pr:blrsheC an anicie entitled "!{hat abcut the belis
toll in Dresden of Nazi times " In it there are very sadly desci'i[red the emotions and difrrcuities of members of the
Moscow Patriarehate parish w-hrch nV sorne means managed io seize their chirrch of Si Symeno Divnogorers in
Dresden

According io a ruiing of the German suprerfle colrrt ihe fulP has tc i 'eiurn thrs church to the ROCOR, based on
the law which was passed by- German govefnment in 1938 cai lei  'On real estate of the Russian Orthodox Church in
Germany."

The newspaper states tnat ' the'head of the Zarubezhnrkr (a dercgatory ternr for members of the Church Abroadi
Archbtshop Mark demancis that f re be given the keys ' in a pol i te manner '  t t rs property be cieared by Christmas or he
threatens tc serrc ccurt  orf ic,ais to r i r lpose the svrctrcn'according to p;"oper j ,cets and suggests the parrshioners pray in
a gymnasium "

The repi-*seiii:i i"res of the MF started tr fuss, began to wlte petti"lns 1c .re ilrirrre rlinister of Saxonia, .St Danrei
f tJ lonestery the Palr ' iarch the Russran President and Duma. br". l t .  as the ag3.=sscrs ,amert " th€ higher euthori t ies ayoid
ai" iswering " and Archnishcp cf Berrrn and Germany Theophan, who "vigorouslv lefends r 'ne inierests of the Mother
Church, even he qulvered and appealed to parishioners to accept the loss and s1-rbrni t  ro tne inevi table "

I t  ls sel f  evtdent that jn the opinron of the newspaper " the'Karlovchane ta thfurry serve, i  Hit ier and proved their
ioyaity to htm ful ly support ing hrs march toward "the east "  Goebbels '  ministry of propaganda n Berlrn bui l t  for them with
i ts own money a cathecjral  and handed the keys to Metropol i tan Anastassy " Of :curse a , tuoiat ion is made from the
thank you address to the head of the German government,  Hit ler,  s igned by Metropc ra. A.astassv

in these iess than lour i ines there is a i ie in aimost every word.
InCeed the march toward 'east" was not cnly supported by the Synod of Brsi^ccs r . . r t  Metropolr tan Anastassy

off ic iai !y and soiemniy r lessed voiunteer troops io f ight Ccmmunism. At that t ime :-e R:SSOr pair iots and Germans
ran ' r - l ' nn  'ha  "a rc i "  haC qur te  d i f fe ren t  goa is  ihe  Ger inans  v lho  a t  the  begrnn,n l  :?c ; .= l  : .a i 'ney  s ta f ted  the  war
aga;nst Coi 'nmucisni  and nol the Russian pecpie. as i t  became clear some i in ie aie. actr ;al ly rntended tc conquer
Russta. i , ' rhi le ihe Rr:ssian patr iots were seeking her l rberat ion from Communism After pernr i t t rng to organrze volunteer
ant l-Ccmmuntsl  Russlan t icoos. Germans at tne beginning promised that they wor. ,1o oe se- i  ro the Russ;an froni .  bui
eventual ly dtd not keep thei i ' r ;orrJ and Llsed these troops against Cornmunists l r i  , r  Yugoslavia The Russian
emigrat ion ef tnat i i f f ia Jov€ 5 ful l  regrments To f ignt Communism every one avai lable weni ieenage boys tr ied to speak
wtth low 

" 'oices 
to De recrui ied and old off icers of Tsarrst  t imes, including some generals drd not hesi tate to put on a

private's uniforn' i  or being tn advanced years io serve at general  staff  quarters. l t  was lusl  'cr-  this frght that Metropol i tan
Anastassy blessed the volunteer troops The Ger"mans did not t rust him and he was even arrested by them and Svnod's
off ice searched resuitrng In the removal of  many documents

And regardrng tne burrd,ng of the caihedral ,  this is also a lot  of  l ies
As we nave already wrrt ten io the newspaper "Rus Pravosiavnaya" i"Orthodor Russra')  l# 6la2 98] regarding

this bui lding in Beri i i r  "Archbisnop Trxhon of Berl in of the Church Abroad decided to ourid an apartment house with the
church, so thai  income wc.r id suppori  the parish pr iest.  The bui ldrng contractors turned cut tc be dishcnest.  There was
no way to complete this bui idrng and Archbrshop Tikhon was retrred for not berng vrgr lant enough. Yet.  the Labor
mtnistry became interested iri thrs a!!-ncsi compleiecl bL:ildlng and rt was sold lc inenr bui at a lcss to the drccese.
Probably tc piepare the rnasses fcr mrlriary action against the USSR. Hitler released qurte reliable information about the
persecution of the ehurch in Russta and the cestruction of a muitiiude of ehurches and monasteries Keeprng this rn
mind and fear ing the possibi l i ty that act ions of the German government might be associated with persecut ion of the
Church by Stal tn -  the Germans thought at that t ime to give tne appearance of a government lvhich also persecuted the
Church, was not profitable for them Therefore. the Ger-man authorities in Berlin {insteao of our unfinished housel - gave
a plot in a very good sectton of Ber!rn in i ts center anC also rnade a substant iai  donat ion for a bui lding Yet.  as a base.
ihere siil l was our church funds. lt rs quite naturai that the Church Abroad was grateful to the head of the government,
na maiter what his naftie. even mcre since we were not asked for anything and ihere were no demand for anything. the
official gratitude of Metropolitan Anastassy. therefore. lvas an act ol eiementary politeness for help in buildrng the
cathecjral and nothing more "

It is seif-evident thai no one ever presented lVletropolitan Anastassy with the keys.
Uniartunateiy, rvhen the Meli.Jpalitan arrived in Germany to cansecrate ihe cathedral it b*came clear that the

speech, prspared by the president of the Russian community (which the Metropolitan did not like because of its bombasti
could nct possibly be replaced for practical reascns: a copy had already been sent to the Ministry of the Interior
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Al l  the cr i t ictsms of thts address del iberately avoid mentioning that at  that t rme Hrt ler had nct reveaied himseif  !n
any negative way The consecration of tnis cathedrai turned out to be an pan-Orthodox celebration, since ii was the very
first cathedrai in German capital and SynoC of Bishops ai that time received a number of congratulations from many
autocephalous Churches and scme af ther-n seni reprss+niatives to participate in this celebration which was ccnside:-ed
to be of immense importance

It is aiso a !ie that "in those years neny representatives +f the Russian emigration. ineluding several Orthodox
churches turned away from the'Karlovchane' ". which ones. of course, are not menironed by the paper.

"lzvestiya" rs espectally concerned that the law of ,1938 have ne unfortunate results for the Patnarchaie since
Molotov in 1935 ciearly declared that the Soviet government is not at a!! interested in pr"operty (in oarticular a church in
Baden Baden) and was not clainr ing i t  By the way. the German drocese had a l r t rgat ion with MP ;ust for the church in
Baden Baden "What should one say," laments ihe newspaper "At that t ime Moscow did not show enough
farsightedness and did not care about stete properl),/ cutsrde Russra "

I t  is nrce to note that in this case sf the Dresden church Archbrsnop. [v]ark Cef ini teiy has defended the property of
the ROCOR from the MP.

Sinrul taneously with the di f f icui t ies in wrest i rng wrth ihe MP rn Gerniany tney aiso developed in i taly.

The bui iet in "Vertograd Inform" i r i  issue # 11i44.\  publ ished information entrt ied "The authori t ies of l ta l ian City of
S*r" l  i l legal ly handed over tc the SIP th* Crrui 'ch of St Nrcnctas "

Persrs ten t  rumors  c r rc r la te i  i cng  ago abour  t1e  possrb i l r t y  o f  such a  hand-ove 'an i ' / !e  decroed to  ge t  In fo rmat ton
from cne of the clergy of the ty'/est trrrcpean drocese rn whose jurrsdrction is this chirrch A.t the Oresent tirne the
si tuatron rs as fol lows

The two-story church and the bui lolnE attached to this church were prope! ' ty of the Orthcdcx Paiest ine Society
After the Revciut ion in Russra tne OPS was not able tc maintain this property adequately and rt  , ,vas handed over to the
municrpal auihori t res ano the ROajOR parish has been rent ing these faci l i t ies.

At p.g5s. '  rre rcce'  cru'ch :s rnoergotng a total  renovat ion. done by the crty but the rower cnurcn rs st i l i
nnnr rnian hr,  :  niorni ,rnar^ Of the ROCOR B!ShOp AmbrOSe Of VeVey Went tO Serve there On the ieaSt Of St NrChoiaS He
wtl i  stay a few f l iore oavs -  Ba'  , r  o 'oe' to meet wrth the local government of thrs crty rn order ro counter tne attacks of
the fUP

Meiropcl i tan Cyrr l  Goundrayev rnoeed vrsrted Bari  and obiained a provrsronal aqre€r. ,rent to use thrs propert_v.
Yei i rntr i  ncr, '  there , ,vas NO oecision on par:  c ' the ci ty counci l  so one caf l  sav ihat ine tnreat cf  a hanC-over oces hang
tn the air .  but the hand-over i tsel f  as suJn so far has not mater ial ized. Our parrsn has cne ir : iportant advantage. ihe
l+ngth cf cur stay rn this ch:-irch

ECUMENICAL UNION OF ORTHODOX YOUTH IN GERMANY

The bul let in "Vertograd Inforrn" in issue # 11 (44,\  relates that in Germany there was establ ishecj the Union of
Or thodox Youth  Thef t rs t  meet ingwas he ld  rn  a  Serbran  pansn in  Germany in  th rs  r€v \  J ' !onrZat ron  Representa t rves  o f
the Ecumenist "Cnurches" part ic ipated as wel l  as members of the ROCOR. A professoi of  Munster Universi ty Dr Kal l is
was elected presicient cf  this Comrnit tee. A very rmportant role in this has been plar,e,J b!,  a prrest of  Ant iochian
Patr iarchate ( tne most modern of al l  the present Patr-rarchates) Rev El ias Esber.

Pari tctpanis cf  in is youth organizat ion hope to unrte ai l  the Orthodox in Germany regar-diess of nat ionai i ty.  To
achrevs thrs t i iey wrl ,  orCanize :eSt ivaiS and Senrinar 'S Wrth IntenSrVe Cr- i l turai  anCj rel igrcuS prcgrams

The bul ietrn qurte correct ly n*tes thai  " in this way the German diocese cf the ROCCR made one more step
toward integratron with ' 'sorld Orthodoxy' in whrch as rt was mentioned by one of the rnrtrators of the Unron of Orihodox
Youth. there is no roor:i foi 'fundamentalists'. which means zealots of Orthodoxri Dut there is rsom for'for ecumenical
*ontaets with other Churches' "

Tho narf ininotron of young parrsh members of the ROCOR certainly would not take occur were Archbrshop Mark
indeed to oppose i t  ls not the truth berng sold out by sr lence in this case?

FROM LIFE OF THE FREE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCFJ
ArchpasioraiVisi ts to Parishes by Archbishop Valenirn of Suzdal and Vladrmir

From Novembei '  3 througn I  the Archbrshop of Si izdal and Viadimrr Valentrn. vrsi ted several  parrshes of the
Russian Free Russian Orthodox Church in the Caucasus and Ukraine

On November 3rd Vladyka served a vigil service and Litui'gy rn the parish of the Holy Virgin of Kazan rn stanitsa
(a large Cossack village) Otradnaya. of the Krasnodar Region.

On November 5th anci6in Archbishop Valentin served in the Chur-ch cf St Olga, Equal tc the Apostles, in the city
of Zheleznovodsk. vrhere two brothers. Fathers Roman and George Novakovsky. are priests.
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On the 6th and 7th Viadyka servec in ihe Cht"ir-ch cf ihe Aposiies Peter and Faul rn viilage Sovieika. in Rcstov
Region.

On the 7ih snd 8th in the Chui"cn of Biessei Xenia of Petersburg in city of Sukhodolsk. Lugansk Region in
Ukraine.

As reported by Deacon Fr" S*rg+ Sionov' "in all ihe chuiches which Archbishop Valentin had visited. he rvas
happy to note that in spite of financial dirfrciritres and a iot of problems. the ciergy as well as parishioners are working
hard on building or restoring the churches

Following the Orthodox tradrtion Archbrshop Valentin left a donation to heip in the restoration of churches and
asked for hoiSr pra-vers for donors

On one of hrs tr ips. Vladyka Valent in mei wrth a Catacomb brshop' a true podvizhnrk, man of prayer and a wri ter
May the Lord preserve him and his fiock io;' many years

Durtng thts tr ip to southern parrshes i t  ivas not iced that for a few days pr ior io the Archbishop's arr ival  in a certain
parish. speciai iaiks by'zealots of Or-thodoxy' from ihe l*P were brcadcast cn ihe locai TV. who from ihe TV screens
appeated ta ihe faiihfui not to aiierid the servrces rn 'ihe seclarian Amei-rcan cnurcn' in every way they couid they were'with brotherly iove'  sovvrng drsagreen' lents and drscord aincng tne tarthiui  Dy tn.eatenrng ihem wi ih anathemas,

And st i !1.  in sprte ol  thr"eats and anatnemas peopie crowded into rhe cnrr i 'ches and in pr ivate conversat ions were
re la l rng  abou i 'n i rac ies  anc  po i , 'gs  c f  i c ia i  l v4P : ie rgy  '

Bishop Theodore's Trrp tc Engiand

On th+ el tar feast cf  the Church of St Mrchaei the Archange! in Glr l fcrd on Novenrner 812-1 the vigi l  service and
Liturgy were serveC bv Btshop Theodore ivho concelebrated with Priest Nrchoias Nc,,oseio' , '  Fra' lerful  s lnging of the
choir  was conducteci  by- Reader Viadrmir Moss a wel l  known rel iqrous ia,rr ter Servrces lvere condi icted in church
Slavonrc  and Eng l rsh

l l  was eviCent ihat the Gur fcrd communlty rs closely kni t  and this ;s due io the effol t -< oi  Mcss's wife the ones
wno establrshed i i  i , ,4arry parrsn rrremDers experrenced spir i tual  di f f icui i ies in their  searcn for-  tne farrn untr i  thev found rt
in Onhodox_v

Wir i le stal ' rnq rn Engianc Brsnop Theooore and hrs companton, were acquarntec rnrougn Reaoer fv loss with the
pas i  O i thccox  i ' s l c ry '  3 f  I r r3  a .o  aoout  wh,cn  l i t t le  i s  known In  h rs  company the  gues ts  / , s , teo  a  rumber  o f  ho ly  and
histor icai  place of t f i is ccuntry

The vrsrtcrs i l iere ' /ery i ruch impressed by the ci ty ol  Glastonbury. a srte l i  : re i  f€ an: podvigs of the holy
Apost le Chirstoc! lue and Sr Joseph of Arrmathea In this place are rernnanis of tne f : rs i  .n! fch and house in which St
.lcseph irved

ln Medtevai t tnres there was bui l t  here a large church and a monasterv No'w, l  S 3t r i r  r-uir is bui  the place of the
church and St Joseoh's house are st i l l  v is ible There is also preserr. ,ed a wondrcis l ree onc.e ihe waiking staff  ef  S1
Joseph which grew into a tree This i ree blooms twice a year in May anc in De;e,noer or. i t  a lways by the day of
Orthodox Christmas.

ABOUT THE NTVSKY ASSEMBLY CF THE LAND

The news*naper "Russki i  Vestnik" ("Russian Hera!d") in rssue # 43 (385t reports that in St Petersburg there was
h a l r . l  a n  n  - - . 1 t l a h i . .  ^ tneio ail AsseilDiy cr tne Land lvhich met on Navernber Bth ancj 9th and was chaired by Professor Viacheslav Klykov
- f h ^ ,  n  ^ - - - ^ . , ^ , 4  - . ^ - . r - .r n u  / - l F p r u v e u L r c u r a r a t t o n " o f t h i s A s s e m b l y s t a t e s t h a t i i i s i s s u e d i n t h e l a m e o f  " t h e A s s e m b l y ' s f e p r e s e n t a t i o n " w h i c h
in* !udes "The ic , . - -a l  heads of  ihe Russran Counci l iar  Movement e lecteC wi ih 1 representat ive of  the Land" This Counci i
!^ . '2q ranrocontar l  h '  delegates of  var ious regions and a l l  therr  resoiut ions deserve fu l i  approval  and support  "The
Annrn'or{ I-roorl" honile v',rth the l ' , 'ords "We, gathered rn the God-preserved city of $t Petelsburg frorn cit ies and ali. ' r F ' * " " Y

Nolthwestern Russia. Novgorod Pskov Tver" Smolensk Riazan lvanov. Vladrmlr Penza. Vologod Archangelsk.
lVlurmansk. Kaluga, Tula Reqions the Repr-rbirc of Kar-el ie and the ci t ies of Mcscow and St Petersburg after recetving
Communion of Christ 's Holy Myster ies before the Li fe-grvrng Cross of the Lord. before the icon of His Al l -pure Mother -  in
one conci l iar Spir i t  do cjeclare . .  "

The main theme of al l  of  those decrsions is that Russia has to repent of the sins af breakrng the oath, tsar 's
murder and apostasy from the faiih ar:d return to her ideai hisiorrcal waV. reflecteci ir-: moito Faith, Tsar and Fatherland
or Orthodoxy, Autocracy and Nationallty

The Assembiy petitioned ihe Patr;arch io biess brsnops and priests to partrcrpate in this Assembiy to which the
!1P chancellery, in the person of Archbishop Arseny cf lstrina (the Patriarch's vrcar) informed the organizers that Ridiger
n'iade the foilowing resolution on their peirtron "2U1A11598 fuilay the Lord's help accompany your intentions " A
resolution which say absolutely noihing and is very evasive in cha:'acter Yet. the Assembly received a full support from
a number of the mast irnportant monasteries of Russia.
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The newspaper reporis that lust a few days befoie ihe opening of this Assembiy, myrrh siarted io gush from the

icon of ihe Hoiy Virgrn the Sovereign, which was made lne pairon of this Assenrbly This icon was discovered on day cf

abdication of Tsar Nicholas on March 2nd anel ever since has been very much venerated by the faithful. ln ihe

Cornmunist ei'a it was espe*ial!y dangerous to have this icon in one's home
The Council made a number of appeals, starting with one to the Syncd of the MP and then to the Russian

pecple, the ieaders of ihe politica! partres to the Gerieral Assembly of the UN. and the International Caurt In this ane

!ast agpeal are listed all the crimes cornmitteci by Western governments against Russia starting wiih 1917. when the so-

cal ieC "Ai l res" {especral ly France and England) consciousl i ;  turned trai tor and i* t  Russia to he torn astde by the goci less

Communists.
At the same time the Councii apprcached the Mcscow Pairiarch witn a petition to permit in St Petersburg a locai

veneration of the Tsar Martyr. Paul the First.
Even in peaceful times in Russia numefous cases wer* known cf miracuicus help following the servtng of a

panikhida at the grave of Tsar Paul. Those cases were so nurrerous that guards from Paul's regiment were

congraiuiated those rvho ieft church after servrng such a panikhrda wrth the -qreeting "May your wtsh be fulfii ied " To thts

mariyred tsar ihe peopte wouid turn when in need of heip rn cases of adminlstrat ive inlust ice, innpossibi l i ty of  putt ing their

chi ldren in a siate run sehools or a sinrple luctcial  error
One would hope ihat these pubi ished resoiutrons and decrees by ihe Assembiy would become widely known

and wi l !  reach n*!  *nly the rnin*s i : i ; t  a iso the nearts cf  the Russran peopie

A NEW SLASPHFMOUS "BIBLI '

In Engiand a new versicn of Hoiv Bibie in a comic book form was lust tecent lv pr-rbi ished and the same is due to

be published in America next Yeaf
According to information frcm the "Ecumenical News Intei 'nai tonal" of  Novembe! '4,  ihe 'Brble" of 256 pages was

favorably received not cniv by the general  publ ic,  but aiso the clergy Brt t tsh TV reports that the new "Bible" is rneant to

sat isfy the lovers cf  ccmics and also church going Christ ians.
Peter \IJard the Archbishop of Canterbury's advisor for youth mtnisiry snowed special enthusiasm "The Bible

ci-ammed into speecn bi ,rnoies? l i 's a crazy rdea --  and i i  real iy wor^ks This is a qual i ty job Kids who might never read a

hnok ar.e oornc tc erri.-ri,. 1 2nn n..t intq nr rt of it The Lion Graphic Bible makes the people of the Bible conre alive "
u w v ^  q '  v  v v r '  , 9  r v  v i  i j v )

Th* publ:sher i . r f  thrs biasphenroi . ts 'Bible" is very exci ted by r ts tremendous success Hts booi ' r  is pr inted in color.

the prctures ere.1c Eocd that rhey wri i  appeal tc adults and chi ldren al ike ano, the main thing i t  ts airead-v a best sel ler i

Mrke l*"4adccx i.vhc authored the text f.or" pictures, claims that before he siarteo tc wrlte ne siudled a *umbei cf

var ious Bible tr-ensiattor is i :ecause "r t  rs a i : rg responsibi l i ty You can grve a ! . / fong message abor: t  God t t  you leave out

something " Neyertheiess tn this bcck whrch some ha're the audacrt ;r  to cal l  a Brble there was a lot  of  episodes taken

out.  In his opinion. lhe sior"y abeut the slaughter cf  the Canaanites by the is iaeir ies ,s ioo shori  whrle the story of c i t ies

Sodom and Gomorrah are total ly-  ief t  out In thrs information r t  rs said wrth satrsfactron that ihere "no int tmate scene is

sown', in the adulterous siory of tlre Prophet David and Bathsheba
Such now has became the Word of God for contemporary "Christrans" rnstead of tne ortgtnal Holy Scripture

PREPARATIONS OF ' 'CHRISTIANS' '  ON THE EVE OF THE 2ND ful ILLENNIUM OF CHRIST'S NATIVITY

The same bul let in.  but of  October 2'1 reports that in England rn connect ion wrth preparat ions for the celebrat ion

Gi th€ Znd mii lennrun +i  *nr" ist ianrty,  lhere are nctable Cif f icui i i*s i*  the relat icns between Evangei icals and Arrgl icans
yet they.unar: im*usi_v eccepted a resclut icn ,vhrch rs tc be proclair : ied on Decernber 3.1 of '1999 during the " l , I i l lenniun:

l!4ornent" which the nanre of Gecj and in parllcuiar of ihe Savior. is delrberateiy onrrtted so that it would be acceptable to
"Chrrst ians" as wel l  as to alhelsts

This resoirrtron reacis as foiiows. "Let ihere be respect for the earlii peace for lts people iove in our lives, delight

in the good. forgiveness for past wrongs, and from now on a new start"l
This "Christ ian, '  compcsit icn wt l l  be deciared dunng the rnon:ent of s i lence when thare wrl l  be l ighted mil l ions of

candles Special  volunleers wi l l  go from house to house and give out the candles with some spectal  candle holders

The reaction oi the Englrsh clergy of '.rarious denominaiicns to thrs revolting "celebration" was very passive

Evangelists lamented that at the trrne of the acceptance of the resolution there were nct taken into consideration the

needa of Christ ian communit ies. A Fresideni of  this group Phi l ip Hackrng declared that " i t  is very disappoint ing. The

resolution offers sentirnents we'd all agree with. but it is not a prayer. I'd like to see two versions [from the Church
1*ille:rnium Graupl -- one for Christians and one for others, sc people can choose which tc use "

Gevin Reid ihe Anglican Bishop of MaiCstone admitted that "ii was a high-risk strategy, but rny hope ts that the

rvorCs af the resciuticn vril! beccme the agenda for a naticnwide time c{ taking stock about the sort of world we want for

our chi ldren."
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A Roman-Cathoi ic l / l i i ienrrtuni  of frc ial  sard thai  'Evei-y i rr ' ro r i^ i  the resoiui ion is undergi i 'ded by Scriptui 'e and we
are providing a leaflet io help Chrrstians to use it as a focus prayer. reflection ancj Bible study "

AccorCtng is "The New York Times" of November 7th, ihe contemporary world is worried about the forihcoming
millennrum of Christianity from point of view of substantiai updating of computers. Yet, a nunrber of Christian sects
believe thet thts is the mcmeni of the end of the lvori'd and in this connection there rnight corne the terrible naturai
catastrcphes predicted by Jesus Christ But one of the major denominations in America. the Evangelical Lutheran
Church {5 2 mi l i icn members) publ ished e pastor"al  epist le ent i t leC by tnerr-  Brshop Anderscn "The year of Our Loro 2C00"
whlch reports that "The end cf the rniiienniunr continues to spawn ali sorts of world prophecies about the end of the
world .. lvlany conneci certain dire evenis in r+-arld hisiory wiih sonre cf our Lord's worcis in ihe New Testament, and they
come to conclusion that the world is about to go up in flames. . But Oi.ir Lord came to beat back the works of evri and
establish a nelv order, a ttme of God's r"eign of peace.... His i 'eiur"n iherefore lvill noi mean fearsome catastrophe but
rather biessed complet ion; i t  wi l l  mean the end cf the old t ime of s in and suiTering and the beginning of the new, when
God wiii wipe away tears from every eye and Ceath shali be no more "

The same newspaper on l.,lcvenrber 28th reported that in connectron wrth begtnning of the third millennium the
Roman Pope ceclared that dur ing ihe wholelubi lee lzear i \ rat ican has set Ine dares as Christmas of 1999 unt i l  Eprphany
in 2000) every penitent who does a chari tabie deed, or even stays away frorn crgaret ies or aicohol dur ing a whole day
wi l l  get a special  indulgence of folqlyEn"ss of tneir  s ins i t  recommends that Cathoircs pray with rosaries vis i t  those in
.1ai i .  go tn f , l lass and so fs i t r  Thrs Papal eprst ie cal led " lncarnat ionis fv l ister iurn " Bir i  th is announcement embarrassed
i lanv Cethcl ics, especlei lv i r i :erais 'whe 53t" in i t  a sc{ of return to the l t4edreval p.a.t tce of the sale of indulgenc*s

The Mayor ci  [ \4oscow Lcuznkoff  did not want to be lef t  behind ertner Accordrng to informai ion in the off ic ial
n ' ;  rhl inat inn nr +ha Qa6[1an Cnu'"cn tne newspaper "Pravoslavl je" {"Orthodoxy'  ,  of  Decenber" 1 Re made an agreement
with Arafat suggestrng t i rat  for the oerroC of the lubi lee. the crty of Bethlenem oe :  ea.ei  lp and made attract ive to
tourists Louzhkov told Arafat that he l ikes hrs tolerant att i tude toward al i  rel igrons He also expressed his special
gratt tude for help gtven to fuloscow Patrrarchate during the seizing of several  Russran cnurches and rn part icular,  the
Monastery in Hebrcn l t  seenrs lhat In pa_vment for those services, Russian experts are work ng ncw on al terat ions and
restoratron of tne Natrvt ty Church rn Bethlehem Louzhkov and Arafat also macje an a(treement about Russian
pi lgr images to the Holv Land

Al the sanie t i i re tne out let in 'Ecurnenrcai 
News lniernat ionai" of  Decemoer'  9rh repoits rhat at  the inrt ia i ive of

Angi icar is;n the Hoi; 'Lanc an agi 'eeqreni was reached between lccal Christ ians and lv lus rrs rc restore a part  of  the ci ty
of Nazareth r :r  r ts roirrei  apprea'ance ^ t le area of the ancient c i ty Cathol ics alsc ate Lalc rat;ng rn this projecl  The

' l  i in somethtng irke 6O mrl l icn Col lars gnd coi lect ions for thrs pur"pose have a{readV started.L U 5 L 5  d t t s  t : S u t i t d L i i u  i !

Nc cloubl ihe organizers aireacv foresee a substant iai  income from thrs enterpr se t i  is known aiready, that
some restdents of Nazareth w; l i  be hirs6 to wear ancrent clothlng, r-aise catt le and make rvine Some of them wi l l  undergo
a special  t rarnlng so inat thev woui0 ce able to tei l  tour ists the story of Jesi is Christ  wno lrved i i - r  Nazareth as a chi ld.  The
tourists themselves wrl i  be aole to purchase copies of ancient garments in order to parade In tnem rn the same way as
dressed up i-esidents 'vho agreed to play roles of rnhabitants from the f i rst  century of Chrrsrrani iy A dean of the Angl ican
community in Jerusalem Michael Sel lors sard " l  thrnk i t  should be spiendid l f  one has dedicat ion and determinat ion,
you can work miracles '

ls not the prophettc questron of Chrrst  that at  His Second coming He doubts there would be lef t  any fai ih ls
already fuifil led in our iimes?

At:  INTERESTING DEBATI

The newspaper "Rr-is Pravosiavnaya" whcse chief editoi" ts Mr. Dushencv a fornrer associate of tfie iate
Metropclitan -lohn af L+nrngrad devoted a urhole issue # I {15) to a very interesting debate with Archbishop Vladimir of
Middle Asra and Tashkent

Each one of the tul l  ne\4/spaper pages is drvided in half .  One half ,  authored by Archbishop Vladimir has the t i t le
"Have You Real ly Gone Blrnd?" --  and the second srgned by K. Dushenov. is ent i t led "Let Us Taik Openly "  The art ic le
by Archbishop Vladimir is s lrght ly longer than Dushenov's

Archbishop Viadtmir starts his discussron with an explanation of contemporary church problems and feeis that at
present the most important sublect rs the struggle against pornography and her"esies which pour into Russia from abroad
and not at ali the ciiscussion by Dushenov cf the activ,ties ancj faults of the lvloscow Patriarchate. According io
At'chbishop Vladimir, even if the shortcomings pointed out do exist, stil l. they should be ccvered up wrth understanding,
because "the persecuiions of the Russian Chu;-ch have nct stopped: they have just become more sophisticated rn
:haracter [?l] Right now, our Mother Church finds herself amidst a spiritual moral and material collapse. being spat
upon by the ilias* niedia, with hands iied, a gag in her rnouih and an econsmic rcpe around her neck."

It seerns that Archbishop Vladirnir considers the close reiationship with the government to be "persecution" which
is sc obvicus from the constantly pubiished photcgraphs of Alexei Ridrger" with the President. the powerful Mayor
Louzhkov and other important representatives of the Russian Federation. And regarding "the economic rope around her
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neck". this statement is also a shameless lie. Even the internaiionai media (which has no special interesi in abusing the
MP, but just the opposite) unanimously insisis thai the MP owns companies which export diamonds, oil, sell tobacco and
alcohoi, not to mention is the owner of several banks

In the ietter of Atchbishop Vladimii there are nllmerous salutations lo "cjear b!'other Constantine" and is
characterised by a scarcely hidden hostility for his opponent {including an accusation of being rude) and an utter iack of
factual Cocumentation Dushencv's response. cn the oiher- hand. keeps within the boundaries of proprrety and
contradicts him with the support of commonly known facts and quotations from declaraiions made by Archbishop Vladimir
himself as well as by other hierarchs cf ihe MP

The "dialogue" touches on a number of subjects Archbrshop Vladimir tries by every possible means to
whitewash the representat ives of the MP including Ridiger.  as wei l  as the Ecumenical Patr iarch by denying al i  the
heret ical  movements inside his Church He does not miss any opportunrty io kick once again the ROCOR.

So. in reproaching Dushenov of pr"ejudice, Archbishop Vladrmrr ',vrrtes "ln the contemporary Russian Grthodox
Church the problems of ' the Ecumenical pan-heresy' ,  the probiems of apostasy of the sacred authori t ies, which is hinted
ai by you in your paper.  in such a form srmply do not exisi  From the point of  v iew of the spir i tual  struggie i t  is a myth, an
appari t ion, an i l lusion. --  f rom the moral point of  v iew a slander based upon unchecked rumors and false opinions In
real i ty ihere exist  only the personai problems of the rmpr"oper iudgenrent of indivicual bishops and ihe problern of "double
siandards "

Since Dushencv responds to him not only properiy,  but also with ample documentai ion, we v,r i i l  basicsi iy fol low
the l ine taken by hrs answers

On the f i rst  paEe Dushenov asks the Archbishop, "Upon r,vhat rs baseo ycur insistence that ' the very same
hierarchs, whom you accuse of apostasy are wrl l ing to die for Chrrst  the Savrour '? '  And ne answers ' l  do agree that the
facts of contemporar-V church l i fe al low the possibi l i ty of  ih inking that rn Russra as wel i  as rn Gal ic ia.  the Orthodox are
threatened more by the brshops than by the atheists? So, when you ask r f  we rndeed fear more the 'mass treason of the
bishops'  --  I  in al l  honesty answei '  ves we do fear this,  because before cur eyes there are run^erous gnevous examples.
Your recent coi league. the former iocum tenens Metropol i tan Phi laret Denisenkc wnom vou ncw sc oravely accuse. is he
rnuch di f fereni f rom some other members of the Hoiy Synod who st i l l  retaln therr prestrgrous posrtrons?"

Archbtshop Vladimrr wntes that " l  would be caut ious about cal l ing Ronran Catholrcs graceless Regardrng them
there ts the proper f ine theologrcal term out terrrbie in i ts meanrng. of ' , -1sJ-1-s2l1,r f  6 grac€ Tf 'e Spirr t  of  God breathes
where He wi l i  - -  anc His breat irrng exists beyond tne borders of the Orlhociox Church the oniy questron is how thrs or thai
rei ig ious crganrzatrcn ises t .hrs grf l  sf  $s6 Rome has retained Apostol ic success or ts clergy has grace and this is
without any'dcubi "

Dushenov ans\ i /e! 's "J,rst  so'  On thrs sublect Your- Eminence's ref iner-nent of termtnology rs indeed Jesuit ical ."
and he quotes fronr the "Cornplete Orthodox Theological  Encyclopedia," which defrnes the ter ix "grace "

Another par ' l  is of  specra rnterest to us, ent i t led "About Russian Forergners Here the problem is that
Archbishop Vladimtr cannot reconcrie hrmself  with the fact that a number of c lei 'Ey, cf  the MP have lef t  her and joined the
ROCOR, among them happens to be Fr Vladrmrr Savitsky. a pr iest of  Archbrshop Vladrmrr whom he had given many
awards. l t  seems this is the reason why tne Arcnbishop makes slanderous attacKs agatnst the Church Abroad. However,
he makes one except ion. Addressrng Dushenov Archbishop Vladrmrr says " l  hope that you publ ished my open let ter to
Viadyka Mark of Berlin: what a joy to see a wrse and meek archpasior in the Church Abroad and iry to enter wrth him inio
a eonversation But wilh the ideologrsts of hatred. with those who foster schrsm rvrth hysterical slanderers -- there is a
different kind cf conversation." ln another- piace he again praises Archbrshop lvlark saying thai "The German Viadyka
Mark resurrected ihe hope for reccncilration rvhich seemed to be impossrble And what are needed on this path are not
mutual reproaches bui iove, meekness and understanding."

In this case, Dushenov defends the ROCOR from the baseless attacks of Archbishop Viadimir.  Dushenov
answers him: "As much a*q I  could f ind withrn the ROCOR itsei f  not a srngle prrest belonging to the Synod of Bishops
Abroad who ever carried on any sort of intellrgence briefings (CRU?) under the name of 'The Moscow Patriarchate, the
last resort of obscurantism and Communism' as you rnsist. Never did I personally hear or read that the priests of the
ROCOR cal led upon intel l igence agents to annihi late the Russian Church And as far as appeals from "abroad" are
concerned in the broadcasts of the 'Voice of America' to support sec.tarian rncursrons into Russia, ii is quite obvious that
here you have confused something Such appeals were made indeed But not on the part of clergy of the ROCOR, but
in the broadcasts of the Catholic 'Common Christian' radic station, where speakers were the genuine 'patriarchal fathers'
,Archpriest John Sviridov, Abbot Innocent Pavlov, Priest George Chrstrakov and many others You accuse 'the

Abroaders' of being overcome by the'fever of hatred,' But ii seems ihat this is the very feeling which moves your pen the
minute you touch upon reiationship of the MP and the ROCOR."

In nno nraro fi56ft[ishop Vladimir {nowhere does he quote anything) without adducing any proof insists that'lhe
sources of my information present no mysiery. Regarding the phrases of Metropolitan Anthony about His Holiness
Patriarch Tikhon: the first one is Metrcpolitan Evlogy (Georgievsky), the second Archbishop John (Shakhovskoy). I
believe this is authcritative enough. And, what elsel After the saintly IPatriarch] Tikhon demanded the disbanding of the
Synod Abroad, then what sort of cr^iticism did not descend upon him in the emigre press?" In this statement every word is
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a total lie Botn "authoritative" witnesses for Archbisnop viadimir were pathological hatefs of the RocoR ang in
particular of Metropolitan Anthony himself. Absolutely nowhere and never did any "emigre press" aitack Pairiarch
Tii{hon, who was iooked upon as a confessor and Metropoiitan Anthony in parlicular was specially careful not to damage
the prestige of the Patriarch-Confessor.

Of interest is also a section entitled "About the Patriarch," in which contradrcting the statement of Ar-chbishop
Vladimir that "lt is hard to forget the slanderous campaign which was raised against His Holiness the Patriar-ch. And the
bravery and steadfastness of our First i1,*r"rch is worthy of admiration. who put dcwn all the underground criticism.,'
Dushenov quotes from not only the traitorous speech of Alexis Ridiger to New York rabbis, but also data from famor.rs
report ol Furov which he rnade io ihe Central Committee of the Comrnunist Party in 1979 in whrch the KGB refers to
Alexis Ridiger in favourable terms as an outstanding loyal c i t izen of the USSR. Dushenov also guotes a sentence from
a publication of the Foreign Relattons Department of the MP "Novosti" i"News") of Nov. 27 , 1997 , in which was published
the greet ing of Ridiger to the chref rabbr in Russia. Shayevich, which stated that the Patr iarch "highly values ' the
broiheriy and fi 'urtful interactlon' of the Russian Church with the Jews, directed toward 'welfare of our country.' "
Dushenov rtghtfully asks. "Whai welfare for the Russian people can come from collaboration of the Christ's Holy Church
with ihe unrepentani descendants of those who crucified Chi'ist the Savror""

In a seet ion "About the Relatronship of 'Zealots wrth Church Higher Authori t ies" K. Dushenov touches on a
staiement in which ArchL:rshcp Viadrmrr denies the agreement beiween ihe MP and the Monophysites. He wri tes
regarding the so-cal led Chambesy unron "For the second t ime you publrcly affrrm that i t  was repudiated by the Bishops'
Counci l  in 1997 And roi  a second t ime I  am forced to categoricai ly oblect no unfoi ' tunately i t  was not repudrated You
yourself  wri te that the authors received a pol i te thank you for r ,vork done' l t  rs t imely to ask rs this a way to repudiate
efforts towards agreements wrth heret ics who were condemned by the Ecumenrcal Ccunc, i t"

Turning tc the sect ion About Lay People" Dushenov asks hrs oppcnent 'Don t  you feel  ihat the spir i tual
paralysis of the contemporary iay person is a result  of  the fact that the brshops who are obirged by their  monast lc vows
and thetr  archpastorai  mtnist iy to be the pr" imary examples of a pious and hrghly mcral  lvay of l r fe very often do not
p r e s e n t s u c h a n e x a m p l e  O n e n e e d n o t l o o k f a r t o f i n d s u c h e x a m p l e s  T h e v e r y s a n " e V t a 1 y k a C h r v s o s t o m ( M a r t i s h k i n )
of whom you sing songs of praise and glory openly admitted that in Soviet t imes ne was an rnformer for the Committee of
State Securi ty (KGB). 'Yes I  col laborated with the KGB,'  he said in his intervrew wrth 'Rerssr<aya Myst" ("Russian Mind")
in Apri l  24. 1992 ' l  coi iaborateo: I  did sign an agreement,  had regtr lar meetrngs gave reporls I  had my own
pseudonym, code name, as they say. 'Restorer ' .  I  consciousiy col laborated wrth them I had to srgn an engagement
that lwill inform KGB .. I sta(ed those contacts when already a bishop.',

Further, the same bishop related to a reporter that 'the common way of life .nolded aii of us -- so that we are
ccrrupted to a certain degree. And today one should not dernand from us servants of ihe Churcn too much

"The further we go, the nrore ther"e is " rvriies Dushenov "Without a trace cf any repentance for what he did.
"Restorer" proudly announced that whi le berng a brshop he was working aiso as an tnformer- lust rn order. .  to be useful
for the Church "

In his other declarat ion Archbrshop Chrysostom clearly said that " l  never was an rnformer l f  in my reports I
spoke badly about someone. this r ,vas f i rst  of  al l  about the enemies of the Church. about those KGB members, who were
tnstt l ied in Christ  s Body For some reason Archbrshop Chrysostom f lat iy excludes himself  f rom having part ic ipated in
the KGB agencyl

But as is reveaied further in Dushenov s report ,  in spi te of a strongly worded renunciat ion by this bishop of his
reports to the "authori t tes " the very same bishop made a publ ic declarat ion in one of hrs rnterviews that " ln our Church
there are genuine KGB menrbers who have had astonishing careers and, without any hesrtatron. he named one of the
contemporary metropolttans. whonr he characterized as "an officer of the KGB an atherst a corrupted man" and who
"ilever !iked honest priests, never defended them but oniy persecuted them"l

It is interesting that in the above mentroned report of Furov, Archbishop Chrysostom rs placed in a third group of
the episcopate of the MP. which from our pornt of view is the best one and "rn whrch at drffefent periods appeared and
now make efforts to bypass the laws against religions. some of which laws are religrously conservative, others are
capable of falsification of diocesan records and their reiationship with local authollies by third ones were noticed efforts
to br ibe the "authorized" and slander them and other local authori t res. '

In the first group he placed the hierarchs most convinced and loyal to the Soviet goverRment During that period
in the first place was Patriarch Pimen and next to hrm Alexis Ridiger whrle in the second group were those who were
loyal but out of necessity.

The Ecumenical Patriarch is quite correctly accused by K. Dushenov of treason against Orthodoxy and he is
speciaily upset by the fact that this heretic in 1992 sent his representative, Bishop Vsevolod. to Lvov to participate in a'Jniate 

council, who greeted the Uniates in the Cathedral of St" George, which just recently had been taken by Uniates
fram the Grthodox. in his greeting, this traitoi"to Orthodoxy {whom Dushenov calls a Judas) said: "This is the firsi case in
400 years, when a bishop from Constantinople directs his words to you. the Greek-Catholic hierarchs of the Kievan
Church Preserve the treasure of the Church which belongs to all of us. Your Councii is a legitimate successor to the
Kievan metropolitans! Your church structure affords a possibility of restoring the separated Kievan Churchl And
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therefore upon you there rests a tremendous responsibility The Patriarch of Constantinople always took care of
Ukrainians as much as he could We are ready to help Ukrainians also today. I am especially happy that I prayed with
you today."

Dushenov ts doubtlessly correct when he unmasks the Moscow hierarchy's treason of Orthodoxy and points out
that a number of their brshops tn no way can serve as example to thetr flocks.

TFiE EIGHTH ASSEIvIBLY OF THE \ifCC iN HARARE {Z|N,IEABWE)

The bullettn "fcumenical News International" of December 9th reporteci thai in Harare r,vas solemnly opened ."viih
a prayer servrce the Fightn Assembiy of the WCC at v.rhrch -r32 Churches ' r /ere representeC by 960 delegates. who
altonether with fhe qtaff  and other gLlests gathered under a huge tent at  Zrmbabwe's Universi ty total ing 5,000 persons.

The bulletin noled with satisfaction that ihe srnging and r"eaCing from Holy Scripture was accompanied by
"pulsat ing Afr ican rhvthms" and that the culmrnat ion was a reci tat ion of the Lord s Praver which was said simui ianeouslv
in al l  the di f ferent languagesl

The General Secretary of the WCC. C. Raiser, even before the opening of the Assembly, expressed his worries
in Oetober thai the Orthodox might not ccme. but they drd. although on a 'row level " An exception was the Patriarch of
AiexanCria Peter Vll anc the representative of Ecumenical Patriarch Barthoionrew Metropolitan Chrysostom of Ephesus,
wne tead nls patnarch's greettngs The Moscew delegatron was represented c,y Prrest:r ionk l iar icn Aiteyev, whc
pariicipateci tn cjebates and said that "Two Orthodox Churches have aireaoy refr rne VVCC fancl] some oiher Churches
nave de$dec io serr<J reduced deiegat iorts to Harare l f  the siructure of l l - re VvCC rs r-roiradical iy chairged. ot l rer
Orthodox Chui"ches wtl l  a lso leave " Yet the bul iet in noted that "Orthodox Ch,i-ches as sevei-al  ieadinE Orthodox ciergy'
nnnr{r ' ;n+aA nnr+iane of the service and the congregat ion was l iberai ly sprrnkied' ,^, , r th Ortnocox worshipers, c lear lyl v r  r u v v r g v  | ! , v '  I ' u '  r J

recognlzable byr thei; distinctiye diess "
The Ztmbahrwe hosts on a nr-tmber of ocCasions stressed the impo(anss 6f havrng the Assembly gatheied in their

country admit ted that there had been a number of obstacles, but " from the begrnnrnc lve remalned unrted "
A group of homosexuals and lesbians attended the Assembl'y Presrdent Rober-t Mugabe who personallv

greeted the Assembly deciared rn his speech: "l don't know about any gays or lesbrans I came to acidress the World
Counci l  of  Churches." But the President mentioned ihat " i f  they came as indivrduals then rney have come to the r ight
place. This is the church, this is the organization that can pr-rrge them."

Raiser was asked what he thought of the President's remarks. To thrs he repired that he can not make any
comments but said that "President Mugabe rs in hrs cwn country He is free to say wnai ne says '

Raiser was also asked hls opinion about ihe cjeciar 'ai ions at the meeirng of i5 aurccepnarous Churches during
end of April and the beginning crf fvlay in Thessalonica where they made a recon-rn-er-,ttdiror-r io "express a concerrl"
- ^ ^ ^ . r l i ^ ^  \ A l l ^ n  ^ ^ A  ^ l ^ ^  ^ h ^ ' , +  t ; F r ^ ' ^ ^ +  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ + ^  ^ {  + k ^  A ^ ^ ^ m L . t , ,  , ^ , F . i ^ t - .  i ^ a t , , n ^ , l  ^  . ^ t  - ^  } ^  ^ ^ * , ^ ! ^ ^ .f e g a r c l n g  v v l - L  a n c  € i l s u  i j u i J u T  c l i r e l € n i  a $ p e c i s  o T  i n e  A S S e I r u r y .  y v r i l u ! r  r , r u r u u s u  o  , =  v r o  , u  p c , , , e , y q l e  i n  c c m m o n
prayer with the heret ics He repl ied "The response of the Orthcdox Churches tc the reconrmendattons has been very
dif ferent" and "not been unanimously aff i rmed We wi l l  see how Orthodox part ic ipate rr  th s assembly and I  think we wi l l
be surprised "

At ihts assembly the Bu garian Church offrcral ly declared i t  would leave the \nlCC The rest of  the Orthodox
members agreed to wait  for results of work of a recent ly establ ished committee whrch wrJl  nave representat ives of the
orthodox ano the \,r\lf c ct rrr, rho Aar,nrrrlx grrevances against this organization The committee will work for a whole
yeaf.

During sessions of the Assembly i t  became clear that there has sprung up a new movement in the WCC
proposing relat ionship lv i th non-Chrisrran rel igions based on "global ethics."

At the Assembly Ratser used a new theory of Bishop Kallistos Ware of now sad prominence, who said that "lf you
take seriously the Christian affirmatron that men and women are created equaiiy rn the image of God... the systematic
exclusion cf women from ministry cannot be defended on purely theologicai grounds "

At lhe Eighth Assernbiy there was also created a "Forum of Christian Churches and Ecumenicai Organizations."
It is expected that the Forum will have as members sects with large membershrp whrch at present are not members of
the WCC and also Cathol ics and Pentecostals l ts of f ic iai  opentng rs scheduled for the year 2AA1. l is "advantage" for
the Orthodox Church lies in fact that this organization is meant to serve as a sort of Council and not direct membership rn
the WCC!

In spite of a strong recommendation by the WCC, the Assembly only "temporarily" refused the membership to
WCC to groups whrcn practice polygamy

li also became clear that the very uncertain financial situatron of the WCC has stabilized and no material
:roblems are expected. Certainly, there was no mention about rvho are the generous donors to this repulsive
organrzation.

Raiser was definitely right when he saiC, "l believe we wili be surprised" by the behavior of the "Orthodox"
members of the WCC:


