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HIERARCH OF MP AWARDS CHIEF OF STATE SECURITY FOR HIS STRUGGLE WITH "SCHISM' '

According to information received from Suzdal,  for the f i rst  t ime in Russian history, the Archbishop of Vladimir and
Suzdal Eulogy ( ROC MP) has awarded the Orthodox church decorat ion of St.  Daniel  of  Moscow 3'"  grade to the Chief of
the Russian Federal  Service of Securi ty in the Vladimir Region, Mr. R. V. Sivanov, as was reported by the not unknown to
us scandal sheet "Prizyv" ("Appeal")  in issue # 1 of January 4, 2003. As is stated in the accompanying documents, the
award was given "for cooperation in gathering materials about the New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia, who have
glorified themselves during the years of Soviet government, as well as for assistance in matters of returning to the
ROG property which happened to be in possession of schismatic rel ig ious groups."

As we know, for a long time the Moscow Patriarchate rented the Kazan church in Suzdal to an art atelier after the then
Archimandrite Valentin had restored this church and served in it for several yearsl In the very same Suzdal (to deceive the
numerous tour ists) there stand two churches covered with scaffolding. One of them remains closed up t i l l  now: one can
see through the windows a piano and around i t  " the abominat ion of desolat ion".  Another Suzdal church last summer was
used forsome handicraftexhibi t ion! And, in the mean t ime, the head of the "schismatic rel ig ious groups" has restored 1B
churches and bui l t  2 new ones in the ci ty i tsel f  and the immediate vic ini ty.

According to the report "besides the chief, a number of FSB employees received from the diocese certificates of
grat i tude".  The award, which was person.al ly handed to the chief of  the FSB by Archbishop Eulogy in his pr ivate off ice,
marked, at the end of December, the B5'n anniversary of establ ishment bf the system of the state securi ty ( the CheKa,
NKVD-KGB, FSB and FSK) -  which were the cr iminals against the Russian people whom they enslavedl And yet,  the
naive are iold that communism in Russia has turned into democracyl

I t  is worth not ing that nothing is known of any "handing over of the property" tn the Vladimir Region of the "schismatics".

I t  seems i t  is sort  of  an award in-advance. l t  is also interest ing, that the repo( had as sub-t i t le 'The Great Beginning".
I t  is possible that in order to ver i fy the trustworthiness of the archbishops. Comrade Sivanov came to Suzdal on

January 22nd to arrange a recept ion "for c i t izens concerning personal matters".  As we have reported, the local department
of the FSB and the newspaper "Prizyv" played a signi f icant role in the persecut ion and outrageously unjust convict ion of
the First  Hierarch of the ROAC Metropol i tan Valent in by the Suzdal Regional court  in August of last year.

DIOCESAN COUNCIL OF CHURCH WARDENS AND PRESIDENTS OF AUDIT COMMITTEES OF COMMUNITIES OF
THE ATOC OF LATVIA

On January '11 th ,2003 there  was a  t rad i t iona l  convent ion  o f  Church  Wardens and pres idents  o f  the  Aud i t ing
Committees of 14 communit ies of the Autonomous True Orthodox Church of Latvia presided over by Victor,  Archbishop
of Daugavpi ls and Latvia.

The main quest ion discussed at the meeting concerned the status of the legal izat ion of the ATOCL under the spir i tual
omophorion of the ROAC. Actual ly,  beginning in 1994, the Just ice Ministry of the Republ ic of Latvia (RL) in violat ion of the
1Stn and 30'n Apostol ic Canons refused to legal ize communit ies that do not belong to the Moscow Patr iarchate. This is
based upon the "Law on Rel igious Organizat ions" enacted in 1995 which was passed not without the inf luence of the
white klobuks of the MP.

Although the founders of the communit ies of the ATOCL in Riga, Yurmala, Limbagr and Tukums have stated that
seemingly impregnable wal l  against the ATOCL was f inal ly broken: the suggest ion, made by Archbishop Victor,  to omit
from the law the paragraph " in one confession there is to be one church",  not only was approved, but was even accepted
by the Committee for Human Rights and Social  lssues of the supreme organ of the state administrat ion -  the Saim of the
RL. Unfortunately,  dur ing the vot ing in the parl iament of the RL (Vl l th Saim) some of the representat ives lobbying for the
interests of the MP prevented the acceptance of this discr iminatory paragraph

Nevertheless, the members of the Pan-Latvlan conference and the founders of the ATOCL bel ieve that they have won

a substant ial  v ictory:  for the f i rst  t ime in 7 years almost half  the represeniat ives changed their  minds in favor of a just

real izat ion of the r ights of the bel ievers of the Autonomous Orthodox Church. ln connect ion with this i t  was decided to
cont inue in 2003 the struggle for legal recognit ion. A resolut ion addressed to the deput ies of the Saim of the RL and a
packet of mater ial  explaining to the parl iament the histor ical  and canonical  s i tuat ion of the ATOCL was unanimously
approved and sent out.

In addit ion, these fol lowers of uncorrupted Orthodoxy have approved a let ter of  Archbishop Victor to the US
Ambassador to Latvia with a request to inform the faithful what kind of assistance they might receive from the State
Department in the real izat ion of rel ig ious r ights and freedom in the Latvian Republ ic which is about ihe become a member
of NATO.

At this meeting there was also ini t iated the suggest ion of establ ishing an Orthodox Sisterhood with the aim of assist ing
the senior members of the church and organizing feast day trapezas and decorat ion of the church.
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The internet publication of the Three Saints parish in Garfield, NJ reported on April 4'n that the judge of the supreme
court  in Manhattan, Phyl l is Gangel-Jacob has refused to appoint a guardian over the 93 year old Metropol i tan, as was
requested by the Synod of Bishops of the ROCOR, seemly ini t iated by Bishop Gabriel  (Chemodakov).

The judge has classi f ied this demand as "most unusual" and whi le the matter is supposedly about the health and wel l
being of the aged Metropol i tan, " the subtext suggests intr igue, ideological  di f ferences and schism within the church.. ."
"Concern for Metropol i tan Ust inov's personal wel l -being is shown to be only tangent ial  to the real reasons underly ing the
purpose of this proceeding: the control  of  Church property and i ts in iernal organizat ion."

In her rather extensive decision, the judge said that she is not authorrzed to appoint a guardian for the Metropol i tan, nor
as wel l  to ful f i l l  h is request to cancel this procedure. However,  based upon an rnvest igat ion made in Canada, she came to
the concluslon that the Metropol i tan is physical ly healthy, has ample household help and is suff ic ient ly competent to insist
that he wants to stay in Canada.

This report  ends with the sentence: "Bishop Chemodakov could not immediately be reached for comment."
We wi l l  add - i t  is understandable whyl

MEETING OF SAN FRANCISCO DIOCESE

According to the Internet publ icat ion Vertograd news #355 of March 27th there was a meeting of the San Francisco and
Western America Diocese oi nOCOn(L), from March 23'd through March 24th.

Cyri l ,  b ishop of San Francisco, before opening the meeting, served a panikhida for his predecessor,  Archbishop
Anthony and then opened the meeting with his speech about the diocese's recent si tuat ion.

It is interesting that the diocesan meeting occupied itself with a proposal for new diocesan Statutes for the Western-
American Diocese and has decreed to establ ish a committee for legal matters, regarding the diocese and her parishes.
The reason for this is a report  by one of the parish rectors that,  " the parishes of the Russian Church in the USA,
unfortunately may not ignore the fact that they might be l iable in court  for any of their  act ions or any occurrence which
might happen on their  church property" and has said that,  at  present,  his parrsh rs being sued by someone who fel l  on the
church's property.

As i t  is known, in the works is a court  case, far f rom being sett led. regardrng the Holy Virgin of Vladimir Convent,
headed by the Abbess Eugenia, which has lef t  ROCOR, seemingly to join Metropol i tan Vitaly.

I t  is worth not ic ing that r t  seems the diocese is planning to compi le l ts own Statutes, whi le the Church Abroad long ago
provided "Normal Parish By-laws" which was reworked several  t imes and frnal ly approved by the Synod of Bishops in
March of '1975.

Since the problem of possible l i t igat ions against a diocese or a parish are total ly dependent on the local state laws, the
creat ion of a committee for reworking the Normal Parish By-laws is most ly an excuse to replace i t .

THE PRINCIPLE OF BELORUSSIA lS: ONE FAITH - ONE GOVERNMENT

While descr ibing the di f f icul t ies with which The Latvian Church has to struggle, now we see that the "True Orthodox
Church" in Ukraine is facing simi lar problems. This information comes from an Internet Forum 1B f1B-news-server@1B.org
of Apri l  2no. This Internet group is based in Oslo (Norway) and has replaced the recent ly closed Keston News, which
defended the r ights of "minori t ies".

According to report  by Fel ix Corley, there is a St.  John of Kronstadt par ish of the "True Orthodox Church" in Minsk,
which can in no way get registered. l t  seems, (al though i t  is not mentioned in this report) ,  that the pqnsh belongs to
Bishop Agathangel of  ROCOR(L) and the rector is Fr.  Leonid Platz.  He informed the Forum on Apri l  2 '"  that the True
Orthodox Church has three parishes of some 300 souls.

Oleg Gulak, execut ive Chairman of the Byelorussian Helsinki  Committee said that "Off ic ial ly there is no ban on
registering Orthodox parishes which are outside the framework of the Moscow Patriarchate, but in practice - of course

there is. . .  The authori t ies are try ing to prevent any such registrat ions, butwe musttry to use the courts,  publ ic opinion and
the internat ional community to ensure bel iever 's r ights".

However,  the lawyer Alexander Antonyuk, a human r ights act iv ist ,  who at present defends the r ights of a parish in

Grodno belonging to the Belorussian Autocephalous Orthodox Church in the vi l lage of Pogranichnaya, sees the si tuat ion
with more pessimism. "There is no possibi l i ty of  opening legal non-Moscow Patr iarchate parishes at the moment",  said he
and also stressed that in general ,  no new rel igious community,  of  any given fai th,  can be registered at present

The President of Belorussia, Alexander Lukashenko, does not hide his support  for the Moscow Patr iarchate and her
leader in Belorussia, Metropol i tan Phi laret.  He has informed him and the Synod that,  "Those that today set as their  task

schism in the Church wi l l  not achieve i t .  Here al l  the forces of the state wi l l  be deployed, because the unity of the Church
is the guarantee of the unity of our society and securi ty of the state. You can completely depend on my support" .

The fai thful ,  who do not recognize the MP, have no r ights to conduct the services in the open, do missionary work and
are constant ly under fear of arrest or paying f ines, due to violat ions of laws of ihe Belorussian government!
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I t  seems, that the Latvian Church is in a more favorable si tuat ion than the Church in Belorussia. This part ly can be

explained by the fact that Belorussia was always one of the poorer provinces of the Russian Empire; she remains in the

same state even now, and at present (exactly for this reason) she is trying to unite with Russian Federation. Yet the
,,Federat ion",  as we observe, is more and more using the Moscow Patr iarchate for her pol i t ical  purposes.

NEW IN THE HISTORY OF ESPHIGMENOU MONASTERY

Rather unexpectedly,  a welcome change has come about in the l i fe of Esphiqmenou Monastery.

According to lnternet information publiifred by the monastery on March '14'n the Supreme Court of Greece issued a

rulino that sharplv rebukes Patriarch Bartholomew and decreed that all restrictions imposed upon Esphigmenou be lifted

"n 
jinr"i"igid. flo* the monks are free to leave the monastery and return, as wetl, all deliveries of food and oil are to be

resumed. ine f inatand off ic ial  decision of the court  is expected to be handed down in October.

The lawyer of the lfigenia Kamtsidou Monastery said, "We are pleased with the court intervention and are convinced

that just ice wi l l  prevai land the monks wi l l  be al lowed to remain in their  monast ic home'

The Abbot of the monastery, Fr.  Methodios also said with the sense of rel ief :  "We are obl igated in the t imes we l ive to

defend our r ights as human beings f i rst  and then as monks. We just want our regular l i fe back"

The monastery nas existed for 1,000 years and St.  Gregory Palamas was even among rts abbots St.  Anthony, who

went to Russia and establ ished Kievo-pechersky Lavra, was also a monk of the famous monastery of Esphigmenou.

From this information we learn that the monasiery's l ibrary has 372 ancient or iginal  manuscripts,  as wel l  as 8,000

books dating from the fourth century.

A  BIT  MORE ON CANONIZATION PSYCHOSIS IN THE MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE

Start ing with the year 19g5 more and more rumors have been spreading about demands to canonize Tsar lvan the

Terr ible,  Gregory Rasput in and now - even Stal inl
Recenly,  responses to these projects have been publ ished in Russia as wel l  as abroad

The f i rs iand a quite correct react ion came from Patr iarch Alexis Ridiger who has declared that one cannot canonize a

ki l ler,  referr ing to lvan the Terr ible (by the way, the Russian is l i teral ly the Stern or the Awesome, and not the Terr ible) and

had St.  Phi l ip,  the Metropol i tan of Moscow ki l led at his order '
The Internet pubt icat ion of the newspaper "The Moscow Times" of February 5th quoted a declarat ion by, Ridiger from

December of 2001, in which he cal led this idea insane, but several  of  his other declarat ions have not been taken into

considerat ion by the promoters of this canonizat ion. In October of last year there was a meeting of several  representat ives

of newspapers and Internet programs wno tr ied to promote this idea. They have even addressed Ridiger,  asking him to

l isten to their  suggest ion. The relresentat ives of theological  c irc les have cal led this movement sectar ian and have warned

that undoubtedty-"t t r is may lead to the schism in the church".  They were accused of " juggl ing the facts of church history,

distort ing the foundat ions of the Orthodox fai th and ul t imately creat ing a sectar ian mental i ty"

A renown journal ist ,  Alexander Dvorkrn, who is considered to be a specral tst  rn f ie ld of sects within the Russian Church

said: .Those Oemanding the canonizat ion of lvan the Terr ible and Rasput in are a smal l ,  but very noisy group" which

breeds, ' rel ig ious hyster i ls that are the basis of pseudo-Orthodox sects act ing withinour Church"

The Ecumenicai News Internat ional also responded to this polemic on March 5'n This bul let in,  basing i ts response

upon an art ic le by Andrew Zolotov, foretold that the next demand wi l l  be to canonize Stal in,  who supposedly was even a

"secret monk"!
Up to the present,  the Moscow patr iarchate has tr ied somehow to appease these polemics, but according to the

commentar ies of this bul let in,  " the Moscow Patr iarchate is seen as having given some signs that i t  may drop i ts decade-

long of appeasement this vocal minori ty in order to avoid a schism".

ihu lnt .rn"t  publ icat ion "stranaRu" of February 12th publ ished a substant ial  art ic le by Mary Sveshnikova "stal in -  a

New Russian Saint?"
The author wri tes that,  " the preparat ion of the common opinion is going on ful l  b last.  ln Siberia,  in the Kamen-na-Obi

(Stone on the River Ob) there a serving pr iest,  who venerated Stal in and his fol lowers are only mul i ip ly ing" '

Sveshnikova dist inguishes three groups which are interested in the canonizat ion of lvan the Terr lble and Rasput in.  "The

first one consists of a"ctive opponen-ts oi adding the Terrible and Rasputin to the host of the saints To the second group

belong no less act ive defenders of their  glor i f ic l t ion, and a third insists that by now at least the Terr ible and Rasput in are

already saints and before long, Stal in wi l l  be canonized too"
The lat ter is extremely strJnge and just proves how short  is the histor ical  memory of the present Russians. Forgotten

are the facts that according to var ious calculat ions stal in murdered from 12 to 32 mi l l ion people, who were the cream of

the destructed by him Russian peasantry and among them no less than 300 thousand clergy, monks and nuns No less

than ,150 bishops atone perished at the command of this monster and yet af ter the passage of only some 50 years since

his death, there can be talk about his canonizat ion!
Those who claim that stal in before his death could have repented probably have not read the memoirs of his daughter

S. Aleluyeva, who witnessed that whi le being in agony, Stal in with a distorted face threatened someone with his f ists l
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One of the ferocious defenders of lvan the Terrible, who was married 7 times, killed his son and was excommunicated

- is the publ isher and the editor of  Newspaper "Rus Pravoslavnaya" ("Orthodox Russia") -  Constant ine Doushenov. He
also promotes the canonizat ion of Rasput in in his newspaper.

Doushenov was a notor ious assistant to the late Metropol i tan of Leningrad John (Snychev) and i t  is bel ieved that the
idea of canonizing John the Terr ible was ini t iated by him, who was also sympathet ic to the monarchist  ideals.

The "Ecumenical News Internat ional" quotes his declarat ion to i ts journal ist :  "They can control  cash f low and
administrat ive resources, but not what the fai thful  real ly bel ieve. l f  i t  is God's wi l l ,  no one wi l l  be able to stop us -  nei ther
the Patr iarch nor the Synod".

AN ORTHODOX CHURCH IN THE HANDS OF BAPTISTS

A newspaper "Rus Pravoslavnaya' publ ished in St.  Petersburg by Mr. Doushenov in issue 11-12 tor 2002 pr inted a
reoort  that Patr iarch Alexis l l  has handed over to the Bapt ists the church of the Protect ion of the Holy Virgin located on the
Borovaya St.  in St.  Petersburg. The extensive art ic le is ent i t led "Sacred Object Trampled Upon".

The church is more than '100 years old and, as i t  turns out,  was a favori te of the New Martyr Metropol i tan Benjamin in
which he often served unt i l  1922 when he was arrested by the atheists.

According to the newspaper:  " ln 1933 the church was closed. For a long period i t  was desecrated by var ious factor ies,
but in 1989, by the decision of the Leningrad authori t ies # 281 of Apri l  17'"  (secular calendar) was turned over to the
community of Evangel ical  Christ ian Bapt ists,  who have establ ished in i t  a so-cal led "House of the Gospel".

Ini t ia l ly the Orthodox immediately made an effort  to have this outrageous decision retracted, especial ly because the
"state agency for preservat ion of nat ional monuments has ascertained serious violat ions of condit ions of restorat ion by the
Baptists under which the church was given to them and sided with the Orthodox' .

This has created many doubts whether Ridiger indeed has turned the church over to the Bapt ists and just exact ly when.
In clear ing this issue the Bapt ist 's "Bishop" S. l .  Nikolayev became very helpful  when he related to the journal ist  that
"during the last four or f ive years when Alexis was here, our relat ions with him were excel lent.  I  have had a big seminar
and the f i rst  person to whom he came - was me.. .  and we did have very good contacts,  excel lent ones. We got used to
each other.  Together with him we have provided the ecumenical mood in Leningrad and I  have to say that dur ing these
four years, boy, how much was done!. .  After al l ,  when we moved in here a representattve of the Orthodox was present,
his personal deputy, and he preached with me from the ambo. He evoked the name of God as a blessing, forwarded a
greet ing from the Leningrad Diocese and personal ly from Metropol i tan Alexis"

This art ic le,  seemingly a reprint  f rom the newspaper "Pravoslavnoye Obozreniye" ( 'Orthodox Review') #7 (57) 2002
concludes with the sentence, pr inted in boldface: " ln this way i t  can be establ ished with certainty that the handing over of
the Orthodox sanctuary on Borovaya St.  to the heret ic Bapt ists in 1998 was the result  of  an agreement made by the City
Administrat ion, the Counci l  for Rel igious Affairs and the present head of the Moscow Patr iarchate, at  that t ime
Metropol i tan of Leningrad Alexis Ridige/ ' .

Another short  art ic le,  s igned by Constant in Doushenov is cal led " l  Am a Living Witness".
ln i t  Doushenov veri f ies the truthfulness of the art ic le "The Trampled upon Sacred Object" and at the same t ime

provides a Xerox copy of the let ter by the Vicar of Moscow Patr iarch, Arseny, Bishop of lstr ina, wri t ten by him under the
ietterhead of the Moscow Patriarchate on September 23'd, 1gg2 # 2774, ChisIy Pereulok (the address of the MP) and
addressed to the "President of the Committee for determining forms for leasing bui ldings, V. K. Kal inin".

I t  states: "With the blessing of His Hol iness, I  inform you that His Hol iness does not bel ieve that at  present t ime i t  is
expedient to revise the matter of the Protect ion Church on the Borovaya St.  in St.  Petersburg and he cannot guarantee

that the St.  Petersburg Diocese wi l l  compensate the funds of 4 mi l l ion rubles which were invested by the Evangel ical
Christ ian Bapt ists in 1991.

Raising this matter wi l l  lead to interfai th confrontat ion and resistance which, even without i t ,  is very strained in the publ ic

of St.  Petersburg"!
Judging from the descript ions on a large page of the newspaper,  the heret ic Bapt ists have muti lated the church

according to their  taste, have signi f icant ly changed whole inter ior and covered up the frescoes and this cost them 4 mil l ion
rubles!

THE MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE AND POLITICS

Although the Moscow Patr iarchate on several  occasions claimed she is staying away from pol i t ics,  in recent t imes she
is more and more involved in internat ional pol i t ical  games. This was especial ly obvious with the case of the US war with
lraq. As is known, the Russian Federat ion, being a member of the United Nat ions, among several  other countr ies has
refused to support  the decision of President Bush under any condit ions to start  a war with l raq. And then, Patr iarch Alexis

stepped forward in support of President Putin!
According to a report  of  the newspaper "Russiki i  Vestnik" ("Russian Herald") on March 6, Patr iarch Alexis Ridiger

( 'Drozdov" in t f re XCg) has received in his residence the extraordinary plenipotent iary Ambassador of l raq Abbas Khalafa.
The Deputy President of the Foreign Relat ions Department of the MP, Clement Bishop of Kalooga and Borovsk
part ic ipated In this vis i t
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When greet ing the l raqi  Ambassador,  the Patr iarch said that he bel ieves that " the decisions which have been

accepted by the government of l raq regarding disarmament correspond with the spir i t  of  the United Nat ions" and also
noted that "one can not help but not ice the hegemony of one country" and as a result  a mult i tude of peaceful  c i t izens of
the country wi l l  per ish there.

According to the same newspaper, on the very same day of March 6'n, the Patriarch managed to visit the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, undoubtedly in order to report to his superiors about the visii of the lraqi Ambassador!

It is not without reason that the "Russian Herald" states: "This is the first such visit in the entire history of the Russian
state". Then it was reported that "at the time of visit of the First Hierarch of the Russian Orthodox Church there was
scheduled a meeting of the corps of the Ministry for Foreign Relat ions, dur ing which to His Hol iness was handed a
Gortchakov medal -  an honorary award of the Russian diplomatic corps"!  In his turn, the Patr iarch has awarded Minister
lvanov with the decoration of St. Vladimir 2nd grade and some lower members of the diplomatic corps with other
decorations.

An Internet publ icat ion "Commersant Dai ly" on March 7 publ ished an art ic le by Paul Korobov, who has in detai l
described this reception in the Foreign Affairs Ministry.

According to his descr ipt ion "At the front gate the head of the ROC was met by the Minister for Foreign Affairs,  lgor
lvanov, who was in his diplomatic ceremonial  dress. The other members of the Ministry met the Patr iarch in the hal l .  Here
Alexis l l  read a prayer whi le standing before the memorial  l ist  of  employees of the Ministry who perished during the
Second World War. ."

After leading the Patr iarch into the corps'  recept ion hal l ,  Minister lvanov greeted him with a speech in which he said:
"Today for the f i rst  t ime in a 200 year long history we have the pr ivr lege of meeting the head of the ROC." Then lvanov
explained that the Patr iarchal v is i t  " is a personif icat ion of the tradi t ional (?l)  t ies of cooperat ion between diplomacy and the
church, whose aim was and is the glory of Russia. The close contacts with the Church enrich our diplomacy with the wider
dimensions of the nat ional interests of the country.  They help us to more deeply understand the global processes which
are swif t ly developing in the world and do change the face of contemporary civ i l izatton"

Ridiger not only made an off ic ial  declarat ion in name of the Synod, cr i t rc iz ing the reasons forwar in l raq, but also in his
appeal has addressed President Bush and the Engl ish Prime Minister Blair .

Besides this,  at  his own behest,  the Musl im delegat ion of 15 high-ranking Musl ims, headed by Kirsan l lyumzhinov (the
President of Kalmykia) that departed for l raq, included Theophan, Bishop of Magadan and Sinegorsk. As related by the
parish of Three Saints in Garf ield,  NJ the l raqi  Ambassador in Moscow Abbas Khalaf has reported that,  "The delegat ion
wi l l  meet with the l raqi  administrat ion and take part  in pravers for peace." (emphasis by "Ch. N.")

Khalaf also said that "This ts not a pr ivate vis i t .  l t  is being paid with the Department of Rel igions of the Russian
President ial  administrat ion's knowledge. The delegat ion wi l l  meet with high ranking off ic ials,  including Deputy Minister
Tario Aziz,  who is a Christ ian".

According to information in the very same publ icat ion, but of  March 20 the delegat ion has appealed to l raqi  " to fear
nothing and no one except God".

The delegat ion returned home safely on March 18.
The pol i t ical  goals of the Moscow Patr iarchate did not end with this
As is known, President Put in has on several  occasions declared that he wished to invi te the Pope to Russia, but would

not do i t  over the head of the Moscow Patr iarchate. However,  on the Internet publ icatron "Vremia Novostei  Onl ine" ("Time
for News") #17 of January 31' t ,  Vladimir Put in declared that,  "Russia is enterrng into a pol i t ical  dialogue with the Vat ican".

The Internet publ icat ion of the Three Saints parish in Garf ield,  NJ on March22nd reported that on March 19'n the head
of the Department for Foreign Relat ions of the Moscow Patr iarchate, Metropol i tan Kir i l l  of  Smolensk has already met in
Geneva with the head of the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for Promotion of Christ ian Unity,  Cardinal Walter Kasper in order to discuss
the matter of relat ions between the MP and the Cathol ics. At this meeting i t  was decided that they wi l l  be repeated in the
future.

According to Vatican information, both clergymen came to neutral Geneva especially in order to meet person to person.

ls this not in order to avoid creating a commotion in Moscow?

POSSIBLE CANDIDATES FOR POSITION OF MOSCOW PATRIARCH

The advanced age and a recent very serious illness of Moscow Patriarch Alexis ll has created wide-spread talk about
the possible candidates for his post.

In the art ic le by Eugene Komarov, publ ished in an Internet version of newspaper "Noviya lzvest iya" ("New News") on
February 28th reported that, "ihe names of Cyril and Methodios are most often mentioned as future patriarchs"

Cyri l ,  Metropol i tan of Smolensk and Kal iningrad (Goundiayev, and in the KGB "Mikhai lov") was a disciple of the
infamous Nikodim Rotov, also an undisputable KGB agent.

E. Komarov wri tes that,  "Cyri l  is very much attracted to the ret i red 'cheekiest '  He drowes them to the work out his
economical projects,  about which i t  was so widely publ ished in the media. Cyri l  is in general  accused of af fairs with the
duty free import of  alcohol,  tobacco, permits for t rade with crabs and salmon.. .  l t  is an obvious fact ihat Cyri l  is not a poor

man and has wide connect ions".
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A second candidate, according to the author,  is Methodios (Nemtsov in the KGB "Paul") ,  Metropol i tan of Voronezh

and Lipitsa who used to be a favorite of the previous Patriarch Pimen. Komarov writes that "Methodios is smart, according
to church measures young (54 years),  and he has money".  But,  "he too long stayed in the shadows" and besides that
among those i l l  d isposed to him there circulate the rumors that he has a wife and chi ldren. The defenders of Methodios
respond: "at least he is not a homosexual"!

Accusat ions of being a homosexual are being made also against another possible candidate -  Metropol i tan of Minsk
and Slutsk Phi laret (Vakhromeyev, in the KGB "Ostrovsky").  He is popular among the bishops residing in the provinces,
however,  i t  is said that his candidacy would never get the approval of  Belorussian President Lukashenko.

Among the candidates also Metropol i tan of Solnechnororod Sergius (Fomin) is mentioned. Unfortunately we do not
have his agent code name - Yakunin did not have a chance to make them al l  publ ic,  but,  considering that he is the
manager of the MP affairs,  and for qui te some t ime - a guess that there is one is reasonable.

The two former Patr iarchs (Pimen and Alexis l l )  were elected from precisely this posi t ion.
However,  there might be some di f f icul t ies here for Metropol i tan Sergius: both Goul ia Sotnikova, a f inancial  t r ickster and

favori te of Alexis Ridiger ( in the KGB "Drozdov"),  as wel l  as Metropol i tan Cyri l  d is l ike him.
Cyri l  a lso has di f f icul t ies: the Patr iarch disl ikes him and Cyri l  h imself  ignored a recept ion on the patr iarchal bir thday and

went to Africa on a business triol
According to the regulat ions of the Pan-Russian Counci lof  1917 the Patr iarch is to be elected also by ( in addit ion to the

hierarchy) the representatives of the clergy and laity. Metropolitan Cyril has noticed ihat to rule the contemporary laity is
not easy and with quite some di f f icul t ies has managed to change this regulat ion: now the elect ion of the Patr iarch is
performed exclusively by the bishops alone

One can predict  that the elect ion of the new Patr iarch wi l l  occur by the pr inciple of spiders in a jar,"  and the one elected
wil l  be the one who wi l l  survive this dir ty struggle for "spir i tual  power" over the Russian Orthodox lai ty!

I t  is not without reason that the newspaper "Russki i  Vestnik" ("Russian Herald") publ ished an extensive art ic le (half  of  a
large page) in issue # 8(608) signed by Theodore Prokhorov: "We are oblrged to defend our Patr iarch" in which i t  is
reported that " the Patr iarch is supposedly at the stage where his health seems to be l ike Yelts in 's,  whi le in our Church
there is a ' ferocious struggle for power'  " .

The newspaper quotes a number of other publ icat ions, in partrcular Moscow Komsomolets,"  "Noviya lzvest iya,"
"Nezavisimaya Gazeta," as wel l  as the Internet source CredoRu, who predict  that ' the Holy Cathol ic and Apostol ic Church
wil l  obedient ly spl i t  into a 'democrat ic l iberal  church' ,  a 'conservat ive Suzdal and that of  the "true Rasput in" l

The au thor  compla ins  tha t ' the  d iscuss ions  in  the  press  about  the 'cand ida tes  fo r  the  th rone 'wh i le  the  Pat r ia rch  is  a l i ve
and wel l ,  besides the obvious immoral i ty -  also clear ly test i f ies, in addrtron to the repeated cl iches, that the matter is not a
part icular in i t iat ive of journal ists,  but is indeed a wel l  planned dir ty campaign in the worst sense of the word".

MORE ON SERBIAN CHURCH AND CATHOLICS

In our last,  February, issue we reported on a vis i t  of  the Serbian delegat ion to Rome. According to the off ic ial
publ icat ion of the Serbian Patr iarchate in America, "The Path of Orthodoxy" for March - Apri l ,  the delegates have returned
home and in the " lnformation Service of the SOC" of February 8'n they gave many detai ls of  their  t r ip,  which was made
upon the invi tat ion of Cardinal Walter Kasper.

At a special  press conference Metropol i tan Amfi lohi je stated that,  ' th is meeting had great signi f icance because the
delegat ion was able to vis i t  the main administrat ive departments of the Pont i f icate and meet with those who head them.
Thus we were able to see the l i fe and act iv i t ies of the Roman Cathol ic Church in the world.  We have had the opportunity
to exchange views on pract ical  matters and also on theological  problems, and f i rst  of  al l ,  those which unite us and l ikewise
those that separate us. This is in regard to the structure of ihe Church and her mission in var ious areas of l i fe.  Everything
proceeded with the correct spir i t  of  a real dialogue, on which the Church is based and which is her essence." ( ! )

To begin with,  the true Church has never conducted nor conducts any dialogues, for these are, according to a happy
expression of Bishop Gregory (Grabbe),  means to agree on how to more impercept ibly and more convenient ly sel l  out the
truth. The Church always recognized only methods for preaching to those who are in error!

Metropol i tan Amfi lochi je also stated that the Pope addressed to the Serbian Patr iarch with warm greet ings wishing
peace and calm for the Serbian People who have suffered so much during the last war.

A member of this delegat ion, Bishop lr inei ,  declared that af ter the stay in Rome and visi t ing i ts sanctuaries, especial ly
the catacombs, he fel t  being spir i tual ly enr iched.

The newspaper publ ished a welcoming speech to the Pope by Metropol i tan Amfi lohi je.  Reading i t ,  one gets the
impression that Metropol i tan Amfi lohi je is addressing i t  not to the ferocious enemy of the True Church, but to some
Orthodox hierarchl

The greet ing starts with "Your Hol iness"l
" l  have the great honor to forward to you the most heart fel t  greet ings of His Hol iness the Patr iarch of Serbia, Paul and

the Holy Synod of our Serbian Church. As a delegat ion, we represent the one Church of the Apostol ic fai th and the
evangelical way of life, confirmed by the holy Fathers of the first centuries of the East and West.
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"We are the Church that has always confessed the crucified and resurrected Christ. As the Apostle Paul said, "The

Church is bui l t  upon the foundat ion of the apost les, and prophets, Jesus Christ  himself  being the chief corner stone" (Eph.

2:20-21).
"  'But seeking the truth in love'  (Eph. 4: 15)we came to the ancient Rome in order to venerate the memory and rel ics of

- Aposiles peter and Paul and other martyrs of this wondrous city, as well as to give a brotherly embrace to Your Holiness

and vour var ious col leaques in the Pont i f ical  Counci ls whom we met during these days whi le establ ishing a profound

Christ ian dialogue and enjoying your hospital i ty.  (Emphasis by "Ch. N.")
"We need sincere dialogue, without any prejudices, which wi l l  develop with humil i ty and fai th in God's providence. We

need an exchange of opinions, in order to overcome contemporary problems. We pray for the peace of the whole world
and for the unity of the Churches.

"We know that ' in every nat ion he that feareth Him and worketh r ighteousness is accepted by Him' (Acts 10: 35) And
'hath made of one blood al l  nat ions of men for to dwel l  on al l  the face of the earth'  (Acts 17: 26).

"Our Church and our people in the 2O'n century alone have l ived through 7 wars and to this day is suffer ing, deeply
wounded, especial ly in Kosovo and Metochi ja.  As such, our Church and Christ ian people, together with you, Your
Hol iness, are cal l ing upon the powerful  in this world,  especial ly the United States with i ts al l ies, not to start  war with l raq.
This new war undoubtedly wi l l  be a new defeat,  new shame for al l  humanity,  and not only the defeat of the honest l raqi
people and i ts destruct ion.

" ln the name of the Father,  the Son and the Holy Spir i t ,  the God of Eterni ty we greet you and once more express our
grat i tude. Thank you!"

I t  is hard to bel ieve that such a speech of betrayal was given by Metropol i tan Amfi lohi je,  a disciple of St.  Just in
Popovichl

ln the responding the Pope said: "With a feel ing of joy and brotherly love. receiving your delegat ion, I  greet you most
dear brethren, at the tombs of the Apost les Peter and Paul.  In your persons I  greet the most valuable Patr iarch Paul,  al l
the hierarch, c lergy, monast ics and the fai thful  of  your Church".

Further the Pope noted the importani s igni f icance of this delegat ion, the world wide di f f icul t ies, especial ly experienced
in Serbia and has expressed the hope that the Church wi l l  be able to ful f i l l  her mission in preaching the evangel ical  t ruths.

In concluding his greet ing, the head of the Cathol ics said: "Precious brethren. I  thank you for this vis i t .  For me i t  is a sign

that God's Spir i t  is leading the Church to the renewal of the unity of al l  the disciples of Christ ,  about which he prayed

before His death. We pray to the Lord that He grant al l  of  us the strength to cont inue on this path with pat ience and
boldness. I  beg you to forward my brotherly greet ings to His Beat i tude Patr iarch Paul and al l  your Church".

.r  By addressing the Patr iarch as "His Beat i tude" (a t i t le for Metropol i tans) -  i t  seems that the t i t le of "His Hol iness" the

Pope is leaving for himself  alone!
' ' l  assure you," the Pope concludes his greet ing, " that I  pray to the Lord. Who is guiding al l  our ways, that He would

accompany you at this vis i t ,  which is foster ing hope for our mutual bonds"

WALL TO SEPARATE BETHLEHEM

The bul let in "Ecumenical News lnternat ional" of  March 5'n reported that under the pretext of  sel f-defense from the
palest inians, the lsrael i  government has undertaken bui lding a wal l ,  l ike the infamous "Berl in wal l ,"  which wi l lseparate the

Palest inian terr i tory and wi l l  isolate Bethlehem with i ts Nat iv i ty Church even more
According to the bulletin, after two years of constant confrontations between Palestinians and Jews this resulted in a

reduced number of pi lgr ims. One of the reasons for the conf l ict  is the shr ine of Rachel 's Tomb, which is in the Bethlehem

region and most ly populated by Palest inians who, unt i l  '1967, were under the Jordanian government.  Now the lsrael i
government plans to surround Rachel 's Tomb with a barr ier around 3.5 acres. Even before the wal l  is bui l t ,  those who

want to venerate Rachel's Tomb already have to pass through an lsraeli checkpoint.
The mayor of Bethlehem, Hanna Nasser,  a Palest inian Christ ian, who was born on the street leading to the famous

Tomb said that: "This is the entrance to the city where Jesus was born". Now this street is about to be cut off by the wall,

and this resident of Bethlehem must get a special  permit  in order to vis i t  his old home. "This is a mad project,"  he said

and, "These wal ls wi l l  never make for good neighbors".
The government already has approved the ptan for this wal l  that is to be 225 miles long and 26 to 33 feet high and

which wi l l  separate the Palest inian and lsrael i  sett lements.
Rachel 's Tomb was renovated by the Jewish phi lanthropist  Sir  Moses Montef iore in the '19'n century, who rebui l t  i t  in the

Musl im style,  hoping that i t  would attract Jews and Musl ims. However,  about 5 years ago, ihe lsrael i  government spent 2

million dollars to convert the exterior into a concrete fort with observation towers.
According to this bul let in of January 22nd, the populat ion of Christ ians in the Holy Land, due io war condit ions and

therefore emigrat ion, especial ly of  Palest inians, has decreased to 1 8%
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JERUSALEM PATRIARCHATE AND WESTERN CHRISTIANS

As we reported in the January issue of "Church News," on February 24th in Jerusalem an ecumenical prayer for
"Christ ian unity" was conducted. The Patr iarchate sent one of her clergymen, who greeted this gathering with a speech,

was present there, but made no l i turgical  exclamations.
Now the bul let in "Ecumenical News Internat ional" has reported that the leaders of Western Christ iani ty have appealed

to the Patriarch Ereneos to lift the ban against common prayers with them
A Cathol ic pr iest Frans Bouwen, who is considered to be an expert  on Orthodoxy in Jerusalem, has pratsed the speech

of Jerusalem's Archimandri te Alexander as a sign that substant ial  changes can now be hoped for in this matter and said;
" l t  has been greeted as a step forward by the churches of Jerusalem. We are st i l l  hoping for ful l  part ic ipat ion of the Greek

Orthodox Church. What is this business of not want ing to pray for uni ty? We are not talk ing about uniformity"!
The dangerous decrease in the number of Christ ians in the Holy Land, wi l l  probably force the Jerusalem Patr iarchate to

make certain concessions.

DISAGREEMENTS WITHIN SCOBA IN USA

The organizat ion of Orthodox Christ ian Laity in the USA has broad cast widely i ts announcement through "Orthodox

News" about the cancel lat ion of the Standing Conference of Canonical  Bishops in the Americas meeting which was

scheduled for May 7th, but unexpectedly was cancel led by i ts President,  the Greek Archbishop Demetr ios. The members

of SCOBA consist  of  hierarchs of al l  the autocephalous and autonomous Churches in American terr i tory.  Unt i l  1956 the

Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia part ic ipated in SCOBA, but exi ted from this body after the MP also began to
participate in the meetings.

I t  seems that the reason for the dispute is the fr ict ion between the Ant iochian and Greek exarchates because several
parishes of the Ant iochian Church in Cal i fornia have joined the Jerusalem Patr iarchate Unt i l  then there were no parishes

that belonged to the Jerusalem Patr iarchate in USA.
In 1gg4, when the Jerusalem Patr iarch received several  par ishes in Austral ia,  al l  the Greek Patr iarchates threatened

him with excommunicat ion and at that t ime the Jerusalem Patr iarch capitulatedl However,  i t  seems that at  present,  the

Ecumenical patr iarchate has agreed to accept the dissident Ant iochran parishes tnto hts Greek-American jur isdict ion.

l f  the information about the acceptance on part  of  Jerusalem Patr iarchate of some Antrochian parishes is correct,  then i t

is to be expected that the disagreement between the Jerusalem and Ecumenical Patr iarchates wi l l  again take place. For

some reason, al l  the autocephalous and autonomous Churches are al lowed to have their  par ishes on any cont inent

except only the Jerusalem Patr iarchate!
Of al l  SCOBA members, the Ant iochian Church suffers more than any of them from acute modernism.

According to information from the OCL, the arbi trary act ions in this case have created a divis ion among the SCOBA

members.
The president of Orthodox Christ ian Laity,  Dr.  Peter Halkis,  declared that,  "This controversy is a lamentable

demonstrat ion of the divis ive interference by the Old World patr iarchates in the l i fe of our Church in America. To many

bel ievers this dispute may just be another example of i r relevant hierarchical  maneuverings with l i t t le effect on the dai ly

l i turgical  l i fe of the Church. But this controversy, l ike that surrounding the new i l legal charter of  the Greek Orthodox

Arclidiocese, which the Patriarchate is attempting to impose, corrodes American Orthodoxy's integrity and more

important ly i ts abi l i ty to spread Christ 's message through His Holy Orthodox Church"
According to information publ ished by the parisfr  of  t f rree Saints in Garf ield,  NJ, on March 2B'n Patr iarch Alexis l l

addressed Ecumenical Patr iarch Bartholomew with a let ter in which he suggests that he should "renounce his frame of

mind that obstructs the achievement of the longed for harmony and begin to act in the direct ion of convening the Great

and Ho ly  Counc i l " .
Such a step, according to Patr iarch Alexis,  would be the implementat ion of the agreement made in 1996 regarding the

misunderstandings between the MP and the Ecumenical Patr iarchates regarding the Estonian Church.

The Moscow patr iarch, not without reason, points out that the pretense of the Ecumenical Patr iarchate to supreme

spir i tual  power is "destruct ive for Orthodox unity and capable only of generat ing a profound cr is is in inter-Orthodox

relat ions' ; . . .  "Claiming universal spir i tual  power, dissonant as i t  is with Orthodox canonical  t radi t ion and the teaching of the

Holy Fathers of the-Church, represents a direct chal lenge to Orthodox unity.  There are no reasons to bel ieve that the

Orthodox Diaspora comes under the spir i tual  jur isdict ion of the Patr iarchate of Constant inople, s ince i t  tolerates this

si tuat ion for reasons of economy and only for the t ime being".
Then the letter states that, "only a Pan-Orthodox council has the right to settle the complicated problem of Diaspora"

and ,,especially those, who are living far from its historical center are bewildered and bitterly disappointed by such actions

and asoirat ions of Your Hol iness".
Concluding his let ter,  Alexis l l  wr i tes: "As is known, the preparat ions for the Counci l  have been seriously undermined by

the ant i-canonical  act ions of Your Hol iness"
Appeals to convene an "Ecumenical Counci l"  were raised in the mid 1970's and lasted for more than 15 years, unt i l the

ini t iators of this idea had to admit that at  the present t ime such a Counci l  is not possible for no other reason than that the

lai ty would never accept such modernist ic programs.
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But now, after almost 30 years have passed and the matter of another Ecumenical Council has been forgotten, the

MP is again raising the necessity to convene the "Great and Holy Counci l" .
The very same publ icat ion reports that the idea of convening of another Ecumenical Counci l  is being raised by a group

of Orthodox Laity in USA, especially after disagreements have developed between the Constantinopolitan, Antiochian and
Moscow Patriarchates.

The Execut ive Director of this organizat ion, George Matsukas, recal ls that in 1993 at the meeting in the Phanar
(Greece) the Patriarch promised that the new "Ecumenical Council" will be definitely convened before the end of the 2Oth
century. He stated that, "Patriarch Bartholomew was emphatic in assuring us that the Pan-Orthodox Synod would most
certainly be convened to address the irregular/uncanonical status of a divided Orthodoxy in America... We urge Patriarch
Bartholomew in coooeration with other Orthodox leaders to announce an immediate date for a world Pan-Orthodox
dialogue and meeting".

.HEALTHY SPIRIT IN A HEALTHY BODY' '

According to an lnternet publ icat ion Mir rel ig iy/sobyt iya (The World of Rel igions/Events) of March 3'd,  in Voronezh, for
the first time in Russia there was a skiing competition of the clergyl

According to information given to the agency RIA News, the press service of the sports administrat ion in Voronezh and
Lipi tsa Diocese, more than a hundred Sunday school teachers, c lergy and seminarians part ic ipated in the ski ing
competition.

The part ic ipants were from ages 14 to 60. The women competed for a distance of 2km and men for 3.
The local administrator in charge of sports,  Paul Br iazgounov, sard that,  " i t  is hard to overest imate the advantage of

such competi t ions, because the clergy, in most cases, lead a not too act ive way of l i fe,  whi le a healthy spir i t  can exist  only
in a healthy body".

I t  seems this unorthodox slogan was taken from scout ing organizat ions!
The Voronezh-Lipetsk Diocese has asked the local administrat ion for "physical  cul ture" to arrange such competi t ions

also in other sports.  Already planned are walks, swimming, chess, and even footbal l !
I t  would be interest ing to f ind out what sort  of  spir i tual  authori ty might a pr iest gain who, let 's say, has won a footbal l

game? lt is also self-evident that when participating in sports events, these priesis will not be wearing the prescribed

cassocks and riassasl

LITIGATION BETWEEN TWO CATHOLIC DIOCESES

The scandals connected with the amoral i ty of  Roman Cathol ic clergy cont inue to develop more and more and this has
brought some of their  dioceses l i teral ly to a state of bankruptcy The decades long custom by Roman Cathol ic bishops of
transferring the guilty clergyman from one parish to another and even from diocese to diocese, has recently started a new
phase of developments. Fearing the total  bankruptcy of their  diocese, for the f i rst  t ime in America, the St.  Bernardino

Diocese is suing the Boston Diocese, in which al l  the Cathol ic troubles started
"The New York Times" of Apri l  4th reported that on Monday, Apri l  '1" the San Bernardino Diocese has sued the Boston

Archdiocese on grounds that when the gui l ty pr iest Paul Shanley was transferred to Cal i fornia, the diocese not only did

not mention his scandalous record but even was assured of his good standing. And that after in Boston 30 official

complaints about this clergyman had been f i led.
The lawyer for the San Bernardino Diocese said that the litigation is started as a protection of its finances. Under the

law a party named in a lawsuit that wants to shift the legal burden to a responsible third party must file an action, known
as cross-complaint, against that party.

The suing diocese believes that the Boston diocese has to take upon herself the potential expenses for covering up the

0ama9es.
When explaining this sui t ,  the lawyer Bi l l  Lemann said: "This act ion is about determining responsibi l i ty,  not causlng

blame.. .  We have no responsibi l i ty in the act ions that caused the lawsuit  so we didn' t  bel ieve our parishioners should have

to bear i ts f inancial  burden".
The St.  Bernardino diocese is considered to be the largest in USA, i t  has 97 parishes and more than a mi l l ion

parishioners.
The spokesman for the diocese, Fr.  Lincoln, said that "Paying an enormous sett lement would have a devastat ing

impact on us, forcing us to cut social  programs, close schools and plans to bui ld new churches".'Nle*spaper 
"Nat ional Cathol ic Internat ional" of  Apri l  4 'n reported that the bishop of Manchester,  NH already is looking

for another residence, because the diocese is forced to sel l  a luxurious br ick mansion. The diocese had to cut i ts budget

of 2 mi l l ion 200 thousand dol lars;  i t  a lready has paid 6 mi l l ion 290 thousand in sex abuse claims and also was forced to

take 2 and a half million from the diocese's savings account.
Cardinal Francis George of Chicago also speaks of the need to sel l  his residence!
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FROM THE UNPUBLISHED WORKS (a let ter to Bishop lnnocent of Buenos Aires, undated, but f rom 1986)

Your Grace, dear Vladyko!
Your letter of March B/2'1't was received by me, but already I am in a powerless position, since at the last meeting of the

Synod, it was demanded that I present a letter of resignation. I had just started a report about the organization of the
diocese, to which I  was appointed by the Gounci l  of  Bishops, according to the plan conf irmed by me with Vladyka
Metropol i tan, but I  was interrupted by him with reproaches of my inabi l i ty to rule and the demand in the name of al l  the
episcopate to present a request for retirement. What could I do, having no support? To resist? For the sake of my position
to create a spl i t  and that at  an age, when just the same I  might be soon incapable of cont inuing the ministry? |  could not
make such a decision and I  have presented the request that was demanded of me, al though inwardly I  cannot agree with
the correctness of this demand.

Unfortunately,  I  see that an intrusive element has burst within us. l t  is hard to imagine that the destruct ion of our center
is accidental and that the creators of it do not see what is going on. lt rs sufficient to say that our Synod actually has no
Office yet this does not concern anybody. The Secretary lives far away and very seldom comes to New York for 1 to 3
days and his off ice assistant has no idea about this job, al though he is very capable in the area of intr igues.

Jerusalem suffers first of all. There, without a specific need, a fight with the Palestine Society was started. Instead of its
total  resolut ion, a lawyers'  competi t ion is going on and the possibi l i ty of  l i t igat ion is not to be excluded, instead of the unity
that was achieved by Fr. Anthony. A collision with the local department of the Society was provoked, which, for no reason
whatsoever,  was made publ ic.  In Jerusalem i tsel f  there are brewing compl icat ions with the temporary Chief,  who is total ly
unf i t  for this posi t ion as he has already demonstrated.

I  observe this with alarm, but am unable to help, because I  was made to understand rather clear ly that my warnings (of
which the major i ty have already come true) are the main reason for gett ing r id of me. After working for 55 years in the
establ ishment and development of the Church Abroad, I  observe with great sadness how i t  is being destroyed, but I
understand that this is not obvious enough, so that I  could off ic ial ly raise this quest ion

As regarding Fr.  Michael and your let ter of  March Bl21 - |  am forwarding i t  to Vladyka Metropol i tan and I  suggest Fr.
Michael temporari ly get a civ i l job in America, i f  th is is possible pract ical ly.

As for myself ,  I  am preparing to move to Lesna Convent,  but i t  is possible pract ical ly only in a month's t ime, because the
visa has to be obtained whi le in America.

Asking for your holy prayers, I  remain your devoted brother in Christ  + Bishop Gregory

A let ter to Archbishop Mark of Berl in,  dated September 20th/October 3'd,  1993

Your Grace, dear Vladyko;
lrrespect ive of matters to which I  am devot ing another let ter,  I  cannot but express my disagreement with your opinion

about "our ideal izat ion of an exclusively martyr ic path",  which you disl ike I  was surpr ised by this.  After al l ,  such an
idealization is characteristic of Orthodoxy from time immemorial. Orthodoxy from Apostolic times to this day invariably was
connected with confessing the faith, and this has to be ready always to witness to the Truth "even unto death".

I  enclose a copy of my art ic le,  which I  bel ieve out l ines the Orthodox view of what dist inguishes the "New Age" present ly

being constructed. I  understand the sadness which overwhelms you at observing how the basics of what is actual ly
ant ichr ist 's world are coming about,  which produces in you a feel ing of lonel iness. But even more, then, do we have to
value those, at present not many parishes (a bi t  more than 70),  which have joined us and are growing. I  know this from
my personal encounters and from dependable fr iends who have visi ted them There are very good pr iests there, young

and self-sacr i f ic ial .  Now, according to your proposit ion, one should not be concerned for them?
This does not seem appropriate to my mind. You see, these are thousands of people who have come after us fol lowing

Vladyka Valent in.  Some of them already have restored churches. There are schools,  a gymnasium...  We should think

now about their  proper organizat ion, as you were previously saying, a more independent one, since we do not know how

to cooperate with them.
It  seems you have a l ively mistrust of  Vladyka Valent in,  planted in you by Vladyka Barnabas and which has no support

among his (Vl.  Valent ine's) c lergy.
I t  iJsigni f icant that in a short  per iod, even with the absence of the favor of our First  Hierarch for Vladyka Valent in,  the

f lock of VtaOyka Valent in has substant ial ly grown. The real izat ion of your plan to f ind a compromise might be taken as

betrayal on our part, not to mention that any kind of compromise with the Patriarchate, which remains connected with the
remnants of the KGB, would be as faulty as the Sergianism of 1927. There are more than seventy of our parishes in
Russia. Why should we capitulate, when we have our own army in Russia, a smal l  one, but t rustworthy?

I suggest,  Vladyko, that you reject your own proposit ion, which sounds l ike Neo-Sergianism and join in a cont inuat ion of
our struggle for Truth. ls not it better to have as a watchword the words of the Savior: "Do not fear, little flock"?

Pardon me Vladyko, if I have in some way offended you with this letter.
Asking for your holy prayers I  remain your loving brother in Christ ,  + BishoP Gregory


